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Smrtbonagh Batt^ Derhyahire^ 

Th9 £arly and unavailing love of Byron for Maiy 
Cbaworth« the beautUiil heiress of Ann^sley^ ims 
thrown ail interest around her name and roemory 
which extends to the Hall of her father, and draws 
many ef the visitors of the Abbey to the inspection of 
its deserted and now desolate apartments. 

The estate immediately, adjoins Newstead ; and 
the hpuse stands just beyond the swell pf an elevated 
and uocQvered hei^t of grounds two or thr^ miles 
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8(Aith-we8t of the Abbey. We determined to Tisit it 
for a half hour the morning we bade our kind friends 
adieu. A farewell to Celooel and Mrs. Wildman 
proved a suitable preparative for such a ptigrtaiage. 
It was accompanied with a sincerity of regret, on 
our part, that amounted to painfulness ; and it was 
anything but ungrateful to us to perceive that our 
host and hostess too,' were reUictaot to believe our 
departure from their mansion to be final, and were 
anxious to banish the impression by soliciting a pledge 
that we would again give them at least a day before 
we should quit the kingdom. 

The Colonel look leave of us otify at the extremity 
of the lawn, and with a warmth of salutation which 
added doubly to the feelings of kindness andof bless- 
ings with which, for a mile atid more^ so long as it re- 
mained in view, we cast many a lingering look upon 
the magnificent jpile, presenting two of its noblest 
fronts to the eye amidst the lovely lawns and gleam- 
ing waters by which it is surrounded. 

The road we followed, under the guidance of a 
stable-boy, wa^ one used only in the work oif the home 
farm, rough and grass-grown, and f6rming an appro- 
priate approach to Annesley, — itself neglected, moss- 
covert, and solitary. Associated as it is with the 
youth, beauty, and lovefiness of its late mistress, as 
described by the ppet, when, in his boyhood, he first 
became*a lover in its groves and bowers, it exhibits, 
in its whole aspect, a melancholy and saddening il- 
lustration of the mutations, the disappointmentsvand 
the sorrows of life. It was thetf the well kept^ abode 
of taste and elegance, and the.sdene of youthful en- 
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joy Clients and gaiety. Put the band of the destroyer 
has been heavily upon it ; and desolation, silenee, and ' 
deciiyare now its chief and almost exclusive charac- 
teristics. ' ■' 

A few clumps and gfovescrf'majestic old trees alone 

remain of an extensive and noble park ; and the 

gardens, shrubberies, and ornamental grounds, l^id 

out in the formal and precise style^ oj[)ce so general, 

. aire now all matted and tangled, and covered with 

briere and weeds. . 

The mansion itsdf is an irregular, low, and antique 
structure of brick — ^an interesting specimen of the 
residence of a country squire a centuiy ago. The 
gate-way leajding ^o the principal entrance appears, 
in its rusted hinges and knocker, as if it had been un- 
opened for an age : and it vvas in vain that our pos- 
tilion-attempted 4o .make himself heard from it. 
AJighting from our carriage we at last made our way 
into an out*bouse,' q^ as a barrn and 8tal>)es, but 
without perceiving any evidenx^e of a living creature 
being near^ till, after repeated cs^tls and knocking, a 
little urchin, of t^n or twelve, barerfoot and bare- 
headed, flew past ^s with wild looks and streaming 
hair, and, by suddenly' disappearing in a hedge be- 
tween us and the house, made known one way at 
least of access to the interior. Though unbidden, 
we k)stno,time in fol lowing. him^ and. soon found 
ourselves at a kitchen^dpor justas an old honse-keep- 
er of ihrjBe-score years and ten had made a hurried 
appearance to ascertain who the visitors might be that 
the lad seemed so eager to escape. 
The originality of character in the old woman her- 
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self, BB wesoon discovered, other ooosideratioos i^fMurt, 
is aloKMt worthy a visit to Apnesky. She has grown 
gray in the Hall, and, from her childhood, has been 
in the service of the Ch^worths — one of those iaithful, 
afiectionatei and devoted .creatures, who for Kfe give 
all their strongest feeUng and interest to a family tbey 
love. The honour of the house and name seemed still 
foremost in her thoughts^ and she appeared greatly 
chagrined that we had come in by the kitchen- and 
found her there — espeeially as she was superintend- 
ing the operations of a chimney, sweep, who was up 
in the chimney at work, the fire-place beuoig curtain- 
ed with old blankets and coverlets* 

It was evident that we were &r frotii being unwel- 
oome, but ^^ oh la !" and ^ oh me !^' were for. a time 
her only exclamationsrasshe fluttered about adjusting 
her cap, smoothing her handkerchief, apd unpinning 
an apron which bad been fastened up to keep it from 
being soiled by the soot, with m&ny a scHrrOw that she 
had not known we were coming, that she might have 
been better dressed, and have let us known hoYc to 
enter the bous!^ by the liatl door, . 

Sh? is deaf and infirm, but alone occupies the 
houset 1 believe ; and is ignorAlit and amusingly 
superstitious. The building is cut up into many 
apartment?^ and passages, a large old hall on a level 
with the ground in the centre, and a wainscoted [Mtr- 
lour 6r <lining-rooai, to Which you ascetid from it by 
three or four steps in one <;oroer, being the chief on 
the first floor, and a drawing-droom and large i)ed- 
room adjoining it on the second. The hall, with a 
neatly .and fipeshly scrubbed oaken floor, and 
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eeiling of beam and board, and a few articles ofold^ 
heavy, and rude furniture, blazing fire, and large chair 
on either ride, at once carries you J[)ack to an age 
more Simple and more rude than the present, iq the 
accomraodflttions and style of life among the gentry 
of the land, and reminded me forcibly of some, dwell- 
ings in America, erected a century and naore ago,' by 
colonists of leading influence and wealth. 

In the dining-room there are several famify por- 
traits ; among others, that of the Chaworth who had 
th^ fatal quarrel in London with the fifth Lord Byron. 
Our old Cicerone ga<^© us the whole history of the 
ren^Jontre, interspersed vi^ith many a "you seej" 
with as much interest to herself as if she were re- 
hearsing it, >as she uo doiibt thought was the case, 
with those who had nevier read^ of it or heard of it 
before. Among the pictures is one of an uncom- 
monly handsome f^male^ concerning whom, she had 
some wonderful ta!les to tell. Among others, that the 
poor lady " could not rest in her grave,'' but had 
haunted the HalL after her death, till the inmates 
were obliged to bavfe hefr coif jured bown." One 
exorcism, however, proved Insufficient, it appears, to 
secure the desired effect^, and ' it became necessary 
to "conjure her down a second time ;" after which, 
according to the old woman's belief, they "never 
cornea no mor^^" and she has no fear of sleeping alone 
in the old pile. 

The drawing-room and the adjoining apartment 
on the second floor have a more modem air. They 
were fitted up and'fumished by Miss Ohawortb in . 
faer you(h, and in the remains o[ their stained and 

* a* 
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faded haogings of blue »lk, a piaDO in the faBbkm of 
the day, iinstruog and untuned, and other remnants 
of ornament and decoration, intimate a delicate and 
refined taste in the mistress. ^^ Here my young mis- 
tress, poor dear lady, loved to be,'^ said our old con- 
ductor, ^iih a sigh, as she entered upcm many details 
of the beauty, amiability, and lundness of heart of the 
individual referred to, and intimated more by her 
expressive and deep-drawn sighs, thanby her words, 
that her fate in life and her death had been sadlyc dif- 
ferent from those promised by the beauty and bright- 
ness of her youth. She r^ected Byron to marry a 
man unworthy of lier, one who wasted her fortune, 
neglcicted her auctions, and broke her heart 1 

The angularity of the old structure, the supersti- 
tious garrulity of its keeper, die beauty, ill-fortune, 
i^nd touching end of its late raistlress, i£s associated 
with everything around, it, amply repaid us (or the 
circuit €^ five miles through an uninteresting country, 
added to the distance from Mansfield at which we 
were at Newstead ; and left impressions and feelings 
which k^ us in a ulent and musing tnood tttl we 
found ourselves passing through that town. 

Among the company at the Abbey the d^y pre- 
vious had been J. Strutt, Esquire, and &mily, of Bel- 
per, a beautifiiHy situated manufacturing town <iS 
Derbyshire, principally owned by this gentleman, his 
father, ax>d brothers, and we had engaged to dine 
• with him, and paJss the night at Ins^ residence on our 
way through that county, A. short (fevialion fixim 
the direct course brought us to Hardwidc Hall^ an, 
old mansion of. the Duke of Devonshtfe,. lA^orthy a 



visit « fiooi its peculiar architecture, ^txid the r^ics of a 
ruder time^ contained withm it. 

It is a lofty square structure of stone^ rising into' 
coDsfHcuous.view, at a great distance, in many direc- 
tions, and stands unaltered, as built towards the close 
of the sixteenth century^ in the reign of Elizabeth, by 
the Eanoed Countess x)f Shrewsbury, exhibiting a full 
specimen of the predominating architecture of the 
time and of a mansion becoming one of the most 
princely peeresses pfthe.Fealna. It is broadly shaped* 
wtthperi)eodicular lines of immenisewiixlQws, giving 
to^t the appearStnce of a gigantic lantern, aqd which, 
when' lighted within at ifight, must have presented a 
flaming beacon to the- whole surroundiog couiitry. 
Another striking feature in k i^ a widely cut parapet 
of op!Bn stone-work» in which a principai figure is the 
recurrence of the initialsof the proud founded of the 
pile. 

. The general character of this noted female'is^fami- 
liar to you. Lodge in lus Illustrations of British Hid- 
tory gives the following summary of it : *' She was 
a woman . of masculine understanding and conduct, 
pipud, furious, selfish, and unfeeling. She was a 
builder; a buyer aiid seller of estates, a money-lender, 
a &rmer„ and a:merchaot of lead^ ooalsr fitnd timber. 
When disengaged from, these einploylaeients, slie iar 
trigued alternately with Elizabeth and Mary, always 
to the terror and prejudice of her husband. She lived 
to a great old age, continually flattered but seldom de^ 
ceived, and died itimitosely rich and without a iri^ad. 
The Earl was withdrawn by death from these C09o* 
fOcated ptagues^tm the^ IWh of November,. 1590." 
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She had three husbands before her marriage with the 
Earl of Shrewsbury, and by her seeond, a Cavendish, 
is an andpstor of the Dukes . of Devon^ire. It is 
4hus that Hardwick Hall and its estates canie into 
their possession. 

The interior is lofty and spacious, and in its day 
must have been magnificent. A 8ta|6 room, hung 
with old tapestry, having a throne of state at one 
end and a state bed at the other, a picture gallery 
a hundred and seventy feet in, length, containing 
some portraits of interest, that of the Countei^ her- 
s^f. Queen Elizabeth, and Mary Queen of the 
Scots, Lady Jane Grpy, Sir Thomas More, Cardi- 
nal Pole, &c, and a room furnished with a bed, a 
set of chairs and hangings in n^dle-wprk, said to be 
that of the unfortunate and be^utifuj Mary while a 
captive, attract the chief attention within. 

It is supposed by many, that Hardwick Hail was 
for a time the prison of the Scotch Queen ; but if such 
was th^ (act, it must have been an old ruin standing 
near the present edifice, and not itself, it having been 
erected after herexefcutiort. 

From Hardwick Hall to Belper, by Alfreton, a 
town deriving its name and said to have been founded 
by Alfred, the .country is more interesting and much 
more picturesque tbtan in Nottinghamshire. Owing 
to an accirtenrtoour carriage, we were late in our 
arrival at Mr> Strutt^s, and had time odiy after din- 
ner for a short walk about the town before dark. A 
fine mansion of Mr. Strutt, seilUor, with, e^mbellfahed 
and beautifully kept grounds, the residences of his 
sons, and a handsome new'Chqrch, are the most 
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qonspicuoQs bleeds in the plaice. Tbese stand on 
tbe higher groueds around, while Ikk principal part 
of the town, and the manufactories of ootton for 

* * ♦ 

winch it isoiistinguishiDd, occupy the lower part, along 
the waters of the Derivent, which ornaments the little 
dale in which it stands, and keeps in motiothits varied 
machinery. 

In the -morning, we were politely conduct^ throu^ 
the manufactories by the father and sops. From 
their celebrity: in this sectioa'bf the country, I bad 
anticipated something more extensive and more im- 
pressive in their arrangements and operation- than 
what We found. The whole edtablisbment does' not 
differ in its extent, the ingenuity of its machinery, or 
fadlity ftadskilfulness^of its operations, from many 
of a similar character which 1 have visited^ in the 
United States, and thus aflbrdfed little novelty to us 
in its inspection^ The' proprietors seem deeply in- 
terested in the comfort, bc^th, and welfare of the 
work-people. ^Sonie entire streets of the town are, 
lined by theooltageaof these, around v^lrich appeared 
an uncon)mon degree of neatoesa and respectability. 

1 was forcibly struck ^ by.\onj3 incident, with the 
trifling remuneration here expected, and usually re- 
ceived, for the time and services of the labouring^ 
classes. In the expectation of passing through the 
town of* Derby, when we'shouid be . in this part of 
the country^ kleft orders for'any letters that might 
arrive for me in London, within a certain date, to be 
forwarded to the post-office in thattowm . It is eight 
miles from Belper ; and the cholera existing there -at 
present, we deter^ined.nbt to go ourselves, but to 
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despatch a messetigeT for any . (Parcels which 
be waiting our arrival A boy of twelve was engaged 
for tills service, and on his return froqn the walk of 
sixteen miles, which he had performed in a few hours, 
a shilling was thought an ample remnneratioiiY and 
more than could have been secured .by him in any 
other way in the same time and with the same de^ 
gree of lal)Our. 

AAer luncheon, we took leave of our host, bis aima- 
ble lady and daughters, and with much kind feeling 
for the hospitalijiy and attentions we bad received^ 
pursued our way to' Matlock. The drive of some 
nine or ten miles through the vaUey of the Derwent, 
is beautiful and romantic. It leads by Crompton, 
where Sir Rioha;rd Arkwright laid the foundation of 
his fortune,, in the erection of bis cotton milL. Wil- 
lersley Castle, the beautiful and stately mansion 
erected by hiift, is in the same i)eighhoxirhood, and 
forms^onepf the most ornamental objects in the wikl 
and picttiresque scenevy of this section of the Peak 
•of Derby. An'immense roqk, which c6st bira many 
thousand pounds to remove, once occupied the- site 
of the structure, and pointed .out to him the p^ecnliar 
beauty and advantages of tbe situation. Associated 
with the history of the gifted artizan, as it unavoidably, 
is, it presents a noble proof of what gepius ciikivaied 
and rightly applied, may accomplish for its possessor, 
though labouring under every disadvantage of poverty 
and obscurity, r , ' 

It stands on an elevated terraoe bank above the 
DerwenU backed by hills arid rich wck>dland, and 
while it commands' froia its' )aiv>n and grounds all 
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the finest seenery in the neighbourbood of Matlock, 
itt iA itself, forms^ picture of taste^ wealth, and ele- 
gance not refidiiy to be effaced from the itnagiDa- 
tion; 

Strangers totbe company which might be at Mat- 
lock, and in no heed of the restorative qualities of its 
baths and waters, w^etixade no stop in it; further than 
to tak^ a general survey of its scenery, the acconimo* 
dations if aflR)rdslbr Visilors, and a view of its museum 
and public rckKus; The scen^rj' at this season of the 
year' is picturesque and lov'eiy; but-much less strik- 
ing in its features of wildness and romantic beauty to 
an American than to an'Cnglish eye. Every-day^s 
travel in the more beautiful parts of the Nortjiemr. and 
Middle Slates with us, would* furnish to those seek- 
ing 'them, sections along our streams and in the 
nphnds,^ rivalling and surpassing it. The Tors or 
t bare diflfs constituting such promibent points in it, 
arb very similar to the Ifiast lofty of the basaltic rocks 
on the HuJ^bn, a few miles above New York; their 
bases like these last being thickly covered with wood 
and entangled shrubbery, and their summits and 
bro\v:s maqtled with similar drapery, hanging grace- 
fully over the naked and perpendicular surface of the 
middle and upper, sections. * 

Beautifully ofrnamented cottages.' sticking in the 
sides of the abrupt and wooded hiUs, handsomo hotels 
and lodging-houses, retired and rural walks, and vari- 
ous artificial, embellishments, with the changing 
courses of tlie Derwent, its springs and caverns, make 
it a very delightful resort, no doubt, to the visitor for 
pleasure, as welf as to the invalid. 



We reached CbatoWortht (he celebrated seat of the 
Duke of Devonshire, souie tien miles farlhm*, io time 
to order df oner at an inn in the vicinity/ while v?e 
should pass over the mansion and view its grounds. 
We had previously diverged a mir^ormoreftootthe 
direct road to Haddon Hall, an old baronial residence 
of the Vernonsand Manners^ families, and at present 
a possession q( the Duke of Rutland. It is one aT the 
most singular old mansions in the kingdom, now long 
unoccupied, and in its whole construction- and the 
remains of its iitrniture, sucb as it appeared, in the 
height of its honours^ cepturijBs ago. I have seen 
nothing yet in the kingdom which has given me so 
strong an impression, and one so correct, I doufotnot, 
of the comparative rudeness and half barbarism in 
manner of life of om forefathers, ev.eoca hundred and 
fifty, or two hy ndred years aga 

, The rudely constructed oaken hall £»rbanqueting, 
with an elevated end for the 4able.of the baron and 
bis equals and friends, while the vassals and depend- 
ants ate on the level below ; the heftvy gallery for the 
minstrels, and from which the females of the house- 
held witnessed the i^evelry beneath ; the fixtures atid 
furniture of the kitchen, and larder, still remaining, 
with cutting b^nches-ef-masave oakdeeply excavated 
by the repeated chippings of the axei and seemingly 
better 6tted for the purpose of a stougbter-hoase than 
thosexif a cultni^rydepiatrtment, all afford a.demcniBtra- 
tion of the hardy 'habits and coarse mode of life then 
prevailing in the most knighdy houses. All the join- 
ers^ work, the doors and windows, latches and fasten- 
ings, and floors exhibit evidences of bdon^ng t6 a 
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far removed from the birthday :of the art, while old 
and faded arras filled with grotesque figures and 
covering the entire surface of (he walls brings to mind 
the fearful stories of romance-reading with 4he pre-" 
ternatural movements of the hangings, the concealed 
doors, and secret springs associated with it. It is said 
indeed that Mrsl Radcliffe borrowed much of her 
imagery in- the Castjes of her "Mysteries of Udpl- 
pho^^ from this old mansion. 

' Chatsworth is beautifully situated* in the midst of 
its Park onthe borders of the Derwent. The principal 
structure now some hundred or more years old, is of 
stone, in Ionic architecture, square and. enclosing a 
quadrangular area. An extensive and magnificent 
addition consisting of a conservatory, museum, and 
grand entrance and gate^way, is now just being com- 
pleted by the present Duke, and greatly increases the 
l:)eauty and stateliness of the pile. The house stands 
upon an open: terrace along the bank of the river; 
and, not far distant behind,'^ finely wooded mountain," 
with a hunting tower on its summit, from which the 
banner of the Duke floats during his visits at this seat, 
rises to a height of some seven or eight hundred feet. 

The court within the quadrangle contains a foun- 
tain with a statue of Qrion. upon a Dolphin in the 
centre, and is furnished with a colonnade on the north 
and south sides. The interior is less- replete with 
articles of interestand valuethan we had anticipated. 
The paintings of merit are few ; but some of the 
statuary is uncommonly fine. One of the most im- 
pressive pieces is thdt of Madame Mere, the mother 
of Buon^petrte execiited by Canova. It presents 

vol., II. 3 
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ID feature and form, the very beau ideal of the 
Etnpresn matron ; and bears an air of dignity and 
elevation of mind and character which speaks to the 
feeling8X>f the observer, even in the- silence and cold- 
ness of the marble in which they are traced. The 
walls and ceilings are principally painted by Thorn- 
Mil, Vezzio and Laguerre. Some of the carvings in 
wood are exquisitely wrought, -so much so as to-have 
led to a supposition that they' are the workmanship 
of Gibbons, so celebrated in that art ; but we are 
told, that they are principally, if not all, from the 
hands of a less famed, but scarce less meritorious 
artist, who lived and died in the neighbouring town 
of BakewelL 

The surrounding scenery is beautifully diverafied 
by hill and dale, and in the . north presents some of 
the naked and uncultivated eminences of the Peak. 
I had been led to suppose that the Waterworks for 
which this seat was once so noted were childish and 
ridiculous in their exhibitions ; but 1 did not find such 
to be the fact. Some of the jets d^eau a^ angularly 
lofly and beautiful, and the play of the fountain and 
artificial cascade down the declivity of the hiil in the 
rear of the hotise, in which columns of water are 
made to spout from all parts of « temple through the 
gaping mouths >of dolphins, sea nymphs, and other 
a[^ropriate figures, is rather impressive than other- 
wise in its effect. 

The mansion of Chatsworlh, occupying the ground 
upon which the pi^sent edifice stands, was for thirteen 
years the prison of Mary of Scots. Some of the 
rooms of the buiiding still bear her name, probably 



froncKbeing in the same sectioa of the pile distinguished 
by them in the foriner. 

Anottier name and character associated with the 

place are those, of Hobbes, the c^brated political 

and philosophical writer of the seventeenth century^ 

Though all his writings on these subjects have a 

tendency to infidelity and atbeism, be was himself 

filled with superstition apd childish fears, and while 

endeavouring to shake the foundations of the manly 

.and heavenly confidei>ce which religion, and the 

word of God inspire in the human bosom, he could 

find no substitute by which, to shield even his own 

mind from the apprehension of ghosts and sprites^ 

aiid the terrors arising from the thoughts of deatK 

Though he Qould challenge the wisdom of Heavea 

in his investigations of truth, an animadversion m 

parliament on the tendency of his ^^ Leviathan,'^ and 

a J^ill introdueed for the punishment of infidelity and 

atheism at once brought bim to tremble and deny 

any purpose of advocating the cause of either. And 

he could find no greater consolation in the hour of 

approaching dissolution, than that intimated by the 

expression, on being informed that he might olHain 

some ease but no remedy^ ^ then I shall be glad to 

find a hole to creep out of tbeworld af He was 

early a tutor in the Devonshire family, passed much 

of his life at Gbatsworth and Hardwick Hall and 

died it the latter place in 1 679. 

The^evening drive of twelve or thirteen miles from 
the Inn of Edensor to Castleton, the heart of the 
Peak, was one of the most peculiar in its scenery w€ 
have yet taken. The first sections of it through 
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Middleton Dale, a wild and narrow defile of naked 
rocks presenting in their outline a succession of seem- 
ingly nikiDus and embattled pinnacles and towers, 
two and three hnndred feet in abrupt and many 
places perpendicular height, were particularly impres- 
sive in their loftiness and solitude. From this Dale 
another branches off leading to the village of Eyam, . 
the birth place, of Miss Seifvard,of literary reputation, 
whose fiither was a rector of the place, and still 
more noted for having shared with London in the 
horrors and devastatiops of ther plague of 1 666. The 
disease was transmitted without commtinicating the 
affection elsewhere, in a box forwarded firdm the me- 
tropolis to a tailor of the town, whose femily first fell 
victims to the virulence which in the course of a few 
months' swept three-fourths of the inhabitants of the 
place into the grave. 

A noble instance of christian fortitude and fidelity 
was exhibited by the Rev. William Mompesson the 
rector at the time. He resisted all inducements to 
deseit his post, and wfth his family remained in the 
indefatigable ^iischarge of the duties of his offitie^ in 
visiting and comforting the sick and dying, and in 
preaching and praying with his people, in the clefts 
of the rocks, when it was no longer thought prudent 
to assemble in their x^hurch. Ward^s Guide to the 
Peak, contains the following pious and. affecting 
letter to his friend Sir Greorge . Saville : after an 
amiable and lovely wife, the mother of two infant 
children, had fallen a victim to the <Iestroyer,andhe 
was liimself in hourly expectation of folk>wing her to 
the grave. 
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Eyam^ SepU Ist^ 1666. 

aONOlTRED AND PEAR SIRy < 

" This is the saddest news that ever iny pen could 
^^rlte. The destroying aogel having takeii up hisf 
quarters .within my liabitatiou. My dearest wife is 
gone to her eternal rest, and is invested with a crown 
of righteottsnesf having made a happy end. Indeed 
had. she loved herself a$ well as me, she had fled 
from the pit of destruction with, the sweet babel^ 
and might have probnged her day^. But she was 
resolved to, die a martyr to my interests. My droop*- 
ing s[nrits are much refreshed with her joys which 1 
think are unutterable. 

"Sir, this paper is te bid you. a hearty iarew^l 
for ever; and to bring you my hearty thanks for all 
your noble favours. And 1 hope you will believe a 
dying man, 1 have as much love as honour for you^ 
and I will bend iny feeble knees to the. God of 
Heaven that yOu, my dear lady, your children and 
their ohildreat may be blessed with, ex^rnal and 
eternal happiness^ .. v < 

^ Dear ^, let your dying chaplain recommend tbi3 
truth to you and to your family, that no happiness or 
soKd coBifert can b6 found in this vale of tears, like 
living a pk)us life; and. pray ever remember this 
rule, Neeer do (mgtiung vpm tohich-yau dare noi first 
' ask. the blessing of' God. 

^ Sir, I thank God 1 am contented to shake hands 
with all the world; and 1 have majiy: comfortable 
assiirances that God will accept me on account of 
bis Son. 1 fiod the gqodnesa of God greater than 

3* 



30 TBC HIOH PBAK. 

ever 1 thbugbt or imagined ; and 1 wish from my 
soul that it were not so much abused and god- 
temned. 

^ 1 desiret Sir, that you will l)e pleased to make 
choice of a humble, pious man, to succeed me in my 
parsonage; and could I see your face before my 
departure hence, 1 would inform you in what manner 
1 think he may live comfortable among his people, 
which woirid be some satisfitction to me before 1 
die. ' 

** i)ear Sir, I beg the prayers of all of you that I 
may not be daunted by the powers of hell, and that 
I may have dying graces. With tears I beg, that 
when you are praying ^r the fatherless orphans, you 
would remember my two pretty babes.^^ 

V 

This good man lived, however, to see the pesti- 
lence overcome, and to behold himself so much ho- 
noured for his merit in this case, as to receive several 
handsome benefices from the chiHrch, in the en}oy- 
meet of which he closed a long and useful life. 

For some miles before reaching our destioation 
for the night, our way led across the ble^k and dreary 
summits of the moifnt^ns forming the high Peak. 

These are now unwooded, though once covered 
with a heavy forest, and are unadorned by hedge or 
any other agreeable lelief to the eye. The.charac^ 
ter of this scenery, prepares one to be the more ibrci« 
biy impressed with the beauty and strikiag features 
of the deep valley andhigh hills amidst which Gastle- 
ton is situated. The gtey of the evening ^as already 
Si»reading over the* laadscape, but still chough re- 
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mained distinct to gratify our admiration as we walk* 
ed down the abrupt deciivities oyer^ which the load 
descends, in preference to trusting our. safety to the 
postillion and bis horses. , ' . 

By sunrise thQ next .morning,' 1 we^s at theruin^ of 
the oM castle of *' PeVerel of the Peak," overha.nghig 
the tower, and which gives to it its name. One tower 
still remains in tolerable preservation. It is situated 
on an angle of the billj one side of which is. formed 
by a tremendous chasm of several hundred feet in 
depth, near the bottom of which is the famed 'vDevii^s 
Cave." Two otber^are almost equally inaccessible, 
and, in tl e ^ays of its power, it must baye been ua- 
assaitable except through starvation by a protracted 
seige./ It is the sit^. of much traditional romance; 
jand is said once to hav^ been the scene of a touroa- 
ment at which the prize was the beautiful daughter 
of Peverel, Lord of Whittington. Partaking of the 
mailial spirit of her race, she determined to have no 
one for a husband not possiessed of gieat miKtary 
prowess. Her father encouraged berin the resolu- 
tion; and invited a great number of. young «nen to 
enter the li^s at his place in the Peak, with the pro- 
clamation that the victor in the combats.should have 
the hapd of thaiair one^ and with it his castle of 
Whittington* Many gallant knights repamd to the 
contest ; among others a Scotch Piince and a Baron 
of Burgoyne, both of whom a. young noble o( the 
house of Lorraine vanquished iii" the trial of s^ength 
and skill, and thus woti the persoi^ and the fortune 
of the lady.. - - , . . . ^ 

My next excuhaon was to the Cavern of the Peak 
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or the Devii^s Cam This is qlassed among the 
principal wonders ofthis section of the kingdoaa. It 
is approached from the town by a path aioog a bab- 
bling rivulet which flowsTrom the cavern ; and near 
which are scattered several cottages, occupied by 
{Persons who mtknufeclure and have for sale various 
articles ctf ornament and use, formed of the spara and 
marbles for "which Derb}^iire i&so noled. The path 
leads into a deep and wild recto of, rocks, maDtled 
at their bases by trees and shrubbery, and rising 
boldly ^bove on one sideto the bastioiTs and cmmbiing 
walls of Pevcrers Castle. The -entrance to the 
tavern is opposite. It consists of a lofty and widely 
spread arch in the rock, receding and gradually 
diminishing ill height to the distance of near a hun- 
dred feet — the space formihg a lafge sheltered area 
in which a company of twine spinners, men. Women, 
and ctiitdren have taken up their quarters in the la- 
bours of their basiness. The annaturaV sounds of 
their voices \vt the echoings of the rocks^ the shaded 
and ghastly light reflected around, their dress and 
whole appearance produce as'mgular effect, and bring 
to mind a company of witcfaes'and wt2san}s engaged 
in some unearthly work. - 

The descent into" the cavern is behind a projecting 
rock, at the (artherextremity of this opening, where 
the light of the day which has been gradually fading 
in your tipproach to it, is entirely' lost, and your 
farther advance is by torches. The whole length of 
the cavern is seven hundred and fif^y yards, at two 
points of which you i^re obliged to epter a))bat and 
He down while it is pfop^ed through apertores some 
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yardd iq length, with a^-few iQches spac^ ooly above 
your head. In' other parts it is very spacious and. 
lofty, and its various sections of thia kind marked by 
particular names, > such as the BeU Hous^, Roger 
Raines House— from a constant dripping of water — 
the Half-Way Houses and ChanceK In tins last, 
which is among the most wild and Ipfty of these 
apartments, there i^ a gallery or natural offset at an 
elevation of some fiAy or sixty feet, accessible in one 
corner by i;ugged stairs of broken and fallen stones, 
in which as in an organ loft a choir of singers are 
station^ with lights, whose chauntings as they burst 
suddenly upon the ear, swelled and' reverberated 
through the . vaulted canopy above^ have an impres- 
sive andd^lightfai eflect.' Blue lights are also burned 
at difierent . points to disofose the extent and wild 
formation' of. the phenomenon, and pistok and ikiu»* 
kets discharged with a concussion of sounds seeming 
fot the moment ad if the whole itnountain above were 
tumbling in rain upon your head. 

1 also passed into the Speedwell mine, a shaft 
driven to the distance of ^x. or seven hundred yards 
into a range of the hillcalled Long Cliff, in search of 
lead ore. The work was commenced by a company 
ajid carried on, for seven years, with unavailing la- 
bour at a cost of some 1 5 or 20,000 pounds. The 
descent to the level is by a hundred and more steps, 
at the bottom of which youenter a boat and penetrate 
the mountain in a kind of c^nal beneath d low arch 
blasted in the rock. The boat is propelled by wooden 
pegs fastened iq- the side^walls till, at the distance 
meiitioned above,,you come suddenly upon a hideous 
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guir wbote top and bottom are totaHy 
natural -cavero called ^Ube. bottdmless pit,'* into 
which the workoaeti, to their g^ekt terror, sviddenl; 
opened in blasting their wajj in pcosecuting the un- 
dertaking. A bridge was afterwards thrown acro6s 
thechastn, in the continuatiou-of their operations. It 
19 fiimished with an iron railing t and frooa it, you can 
now glance into the fearful depth below, whfa ccMocipa- 
fative security, wliile bhie lights are homed, to ex- 
^bit the appalling features of the pit, and a cascade 
of water, by the Kftiog of a gate, is thrown into its 
depths, to show by ih^ feeble returns of the distant 
concussion, how fajr it plunges, before it meets with sd 
impedinient Forty thousand toos of rubbish wen 
thrown.down ihis gulf by the labourers, in the conti- 
nuanceof their excavations,^ without the slightest per 
Cefittble effect on the capacity and uafethomable 
depth of the Stygian pool, forming ita bottoiQ: . The 
heigiit of the cavern above, is in some degree, at Jeast, 
proportionat^•^rocketSl of sufficient strength to be 
projected more than four hunrfr^ feet, haye been 
fired wUbiQ it, without disclosiug its rooX 
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KKtent «f ^ Faak of.D«i)>ytii]re 9iidi(»iiiiiiedolji|eeU<^i«tefeit 
— v.^five to Qlaegteifield—- Its tiHsted and flairiing i^ire— Distant 
id^w of Barlborou^h Hall and manner of arrival s^ it — ^Recep- 
tion by the Rey. C H. Reastoa Rodes its proprietor— Descrip* 
tibn of the flail — ^The ^odes f&iily-^Dinner and entertainment 
of the eyeTiing^^l>riTe to ShelBeld— ReiuBbaw, the^ Seat of Sir 
. GcAtfge Sitwellx— ShowHdiop and maiiufactory of Rodgers juni 
^ Son the celebrated cutlers — Luncheon at ihe Inn and ekctipneer- 
ing 8ceae*-^Hontgomety the poet — ^Return to Barlborougb. 

' Batlbcitough EaB, DerhyaAire, 
Ji^, 31/ie33. 

MAB VIRGflrtA, 

Till' our travel through Derbyshire I hadsOpposed 
^'^the Peak*' to consist of a simple elevated moun* 
tain or of> m nnhrokeD lange <^ iicniled extent, io 
reference :tb its pdrticiilar appellative. But the tenxr 
appfies to much of the northera aad. western portions 
of the sbtrOf and is divided into the 4ow wai high 
Peak« each of which embraces a wide circuit of 
mountainous and bleak countfy* 

In the. variety of its attraetidfi& it is scarce suic* 
passed by any single, se^ion' of ^e kiogdom. \q 
their seasons, Buxton and Matlock, both within the 
timits of. the name, are favourite resorts of the gay 
aDdtheiashioBable^as well as of the invalkl. Its 
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bills and dales present nuieh to delight t)ie traveller 
for pleasuret and its phenomena afford abundant 
room for ttie observations of Che naturalist, in mine- 
ralogy and geology. 

We should have been bappy to give several days, 
hi place of a single on^, to it, hut an engagement to 
meet 4he feimily, whose hospitality we ^ra now enjoy- 
iog^-^on the 19th inst., obliged us to hasten from Oas- 
tlelon, without viewing, except at a distance, sonae of 
its principal curiosities, in addition to those mentioned 
in my. last letter. Particularly Mam, Tor, or the 
Shivering Mountain, ^o called from the constant 
sliding down oi^ the, shale aAd micaceous grit, of 
which its acclivities ax^ chiefly formed, and the. re- 
mainls of a Romsin camp to be traced upon hs sum- 
mit; the' Odin mine at its fooM the EldinHole, and 
oth^r points of simiUr^ interest. In the Odin mine, 
is found in the greatest quantities, the beautiful fliior, 
usually called ^ Blue John,^ so 'highly valued as 
aa article for 'the -formation oi ornamental urns, 
vases, &c. ' . / , . , - 

In the Peak too, are nrnny-vDruidichl and Roman 
relics, with Rocking Sjtones, «nd, an ebbjng and 
jRowing we]l. The ac^n qf this last, is explMned 
by some, on the principle af the syphon, by s^uppos* 
ing the existencj^'of a reserK)ir in the liilV abovQ, atni 
that a channel or du^t, proceeding from the lower 
part of it, ri^s in its , course to some length, but not 
to a level with. the reservoir itseUV and afterwards, 
descend^ to the pool at the foot of the hill. . When 
the reservoir begins :tp fill, the water flawing into this 
djuct expels the^ air, when the pressure of the air in 
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the subterranean basin, forces the water tbrot;igh, till 
the supply is exhausted, when the water ceases to 
flow, till the reservoir again begins to fill^ 

We returned from Castleton, through Middle- 
ton Dale^ till we came again in sight of Chatswortb, 
and then passed round the northern Walls of its Park, 
up a mountainous road, to a wide moor, l}ang be- 
tween it and the town pT Chesterfield, at a distance 
of some ten miles. The most singular feature of this 
place is, the pointed and Idty* spire of its church. 
It deviates very considerably from a perpendicular,'' 
and its covering of slate or lead exhibits the appear- 
ance of having been almost completely twisted 
around. Some suppose that, like tlie .tc^wer of Pisa, 
it was originally constructed in this manner, but 
ethers believe it to arise from some warping or con- 
traction of the timbers^ 

Some time l)efore reaching this town, at which we 
changed tiorses, our attention was arrested by three 
lofty and conspicuous objects, on the distant and 
elevated horizon, some nine or ten miles beyond it ; 
which, on inquiry, we ascertained to be Hardwick 
Hall, which you will recollect, was vi^ted by us on" 
the way from Newstead to Belper, Bolsqver Castle, 
an old seat of the Duke of Portland, and BarlboFOugh 
Hall, fiiom which I now address you,tbe ooble man- 
sion of the Reir. C. H. Reaston Rodes, proprietor of ^ 
Barlborough and of the estate surrounding it. 

Lord Byron is on terms of intimacy with this 
gentleman, and it is to^bis kindness that we. are in- 
debted for an introdudtion to himself and ftimily. - In 
the expectation that Colonel and Mrs. , Wildraan 
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and party from Newstead, would meet U8 for a day 
or two here, we forwarded our Jetters firom the 
Abbey, appointing the day before yesterday for our 
arrival. Before we came away, our friends there 
were obliged to give up a vint^ to the Hall, for the 
present My note, however, to Mr. Rodes^ap- 
pri^ng him of the intended call of Captain Bolton, 
had reached him, and we were rec^ved by him, with 
a true English welcome. 

I had risen so early at CastleUxi, to accomplish 
the observations above and below ground, of which 
I have given you a hasty description, before it would 
be necessary to set off for Barlborough, in order to 
meet the appcnntment for dinner, that 1 felt drowsy 
during the drive after leaving Chesterfield, and dosed 
in a corner of the carriage, till roused by its stopping 
at the lodge, till the gate of the Park should be 
opened. Captain Bolton was in a sound sleep, and 
neither of us had noticed our passage through the 
neat village of Barlborough, at the end of ^ cross 
street, in which is the principal entrance leading to 
the Hall. The approach is by a lofty and beautiful 
avenue of old lime-irees, a half, mile and more in 
lej^h, Over a gravel dpvcy gently descending to the 
house. It was not till this came into full view, that 
1. roused my companion from lu& slumbers, that we 
miglU not be found napping by our host. 

Mr. Rodes rec^ved us with much cordiality at 
the carriage front of his. mansioQ^ and ushered us 
into that which, in every respect; may be taken, as 
it is by some believed to be, the {»ototype of the 
BaACfiBRiDOS Hall of Washington Ir^ng. In 
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its architecture, it is one of the most beautiful and 
perfect specimens remaining in the kingdom, of the 
favourite style in the reign of Elizabeth, and though 
not so extensive, is in better proportiorr, and in bet- 
ter taste, than the structure at Hard wick already 
described, built about the same period by the Count- 
ess of Shrewsbury, and now a possession of the 
Duke of Devonshire. It is square, massive, and 
lofty; of a Iight-<k)loured stone, and in its principal 
frontsr is furnished with projecting bows, filled with 
large transom windows, and terminatifig above, in 
four octagonal embattled turrets, filled with glass; 
rising some ten or twelve feet above the balustrade 
of the roof, with a skylight of similar-shape and alti- 
tude, to correspond with them in the Centre. 

The family of Rodes is of great antiquity in the 
county, the estate here having been in its posses- 
sion near eight hundred years. The present edifice 
was erected by Sir Francis Rodes, a justice of the 
kingdom, ' by Queen Elizabeth's appointment, and 
had the honour of receiving and entertaining that 
stately dame shortly after its completion, in one of 
the progresses she wa» accustomed to noake in va- 
rious sections of her dominions. 

The entrance, -at which we were rebeived, is by a 
vestibule opening into a bilHard-room on the base- 
ment floor, surrounded by cabinets of glass, contain- 
ing specimens in various branches of natural history, 
and decorated with trophies of the chase, and the 
various equipments of the huntsman and sportsman. 
The billiard-room leads into a ball lighted from 
above. This communicates in various directions 
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with the servants^ hall* butler^s pantryt lioosekeeper'^s 
irooro, kitcheDv &c., and with Mr. Rodes* private 
apartments on the same level, and by a fine old 
Stan-case of stone, conducts to the second floor. The 
landing, here, is lighted and ornamented by an im- 
inense prcgec^ng window of stained glass, in which 
are' the portraits of Sir Francisj the founder of the 
edifice, and of his lady, and tlie crests, arms^ and 
quarterings of his various successors, and their wives, 
down to those of the present occupants. Frona.tbis 
the drawing-room opens ou one tend, and the dining- 
room on the other, an ante-room and library com- 
municating with the former, and leading to the garden 
frbnt of the house, constituting the suite of principal 
rooms. 

We were presented in the drawing-room, cap in 
hand, as we bad alighted, to Mrs. Rodes^ her sisters 
and brother— Gossips, of Hatfield House, in York- 
shire^-and to the other company at present- at the 
Hall : Mr. Hemlocke, of Win^erworth, and a young 
baronet, his nephew ; Lieutenant Russell^ of the 93d 
regimentof Scotch Grenadiers, and four or Ave others. 
There was time for a halfrhour in the grounds and 
garden, and for a visit to the stables, to view the 
coach and riding horses, and the hunters, (always a 
favourite part of the show of an establishment,) before 
dressing for dinner ; and before this customary round, 
on a first arrival, was accomplished, we found our- 
selves quite at home with the kind-hearted and hos- 
pitable lord of t^he manor. 

A party of ladies and gentlemen from the neigh- 
bourhood, had been invited to meet us at dinaer. 
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The equipages by which these arrived, soon began 
to roll down the avenue, and on descending to the 
drawing-room, we met, in addition to those to whom 
we had already been introducted, the R6v, Mr. 
YateS, the rector of Barlborough, his lady, and 
daughters, near relatives of Sir Robert Peel, so dis- 
tinguished in the modern politics of the nation ; Mr. 
and Mrsi Bolton Peel, and Mr. Robert Peel, of the 
same- family ; Mrs. Sachverell Chandos Pole, of 
Park Hall, the mother of Lady Byron ; the Misses 
Fancoart, Alderson, and others,^ with Sir George 
Sitwell, of Renishaw, a geiitleman of the neighbour- 
hood, at present canvassing for parliament. 

The drawing-room is a fine lofty old apartment, 
furnished with much taste and eleganoe, and in good 
keeping with the venerable character of the mansion. 
li is remarkable for a mas»ve and beautifully carved 
mantel of oak, a part of a state bedstead given by 
Queen Elizabeth to Sir Francis Rod^, after her 
visit to him,-HJr more probably, brought by her 
majesty, and occupied by her during the time she 
was at the Hall, and left as ti memento of the honour 
conferred upon her host, and his residekice^ by her 
presence. 

The dhiing4t)om, also, is a noble and spacious 
apartment, hung vnXh old tapestry, and ornamented 
by a beautifully carved mantel of stone, of the date 
of the liouse. It is covered with devices, and con- 
tains a faU length figure of Sir Francis, and has hin 
arms and motto in the centre. The entertainment 
was profuse and elegant. When the cloth was 
drawn, Mr. Bodes gave the '' United States of Aihe- 
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rica^^^ to compliment to his guests, with an apology 
to us, that his private band, stationed benealfa the 
windows, on the terrace below, had not the notes, 
and could not play ^ Hail Columbia ;^' in acknow- 
ledgment of which, Captain Bolton gave ^^ His 
Majesty, King William the Fourth," when the band 
struck up the national antliem^*^ God save the kiog,^^ 
in very good styje, and continued to play a succes- 
sion of fine airs till the ladies retired. The performers 
were then introduced to the dining-hail, ranged along 
one side of the. room, and after being served with a 
glass of wine, commenced a series of catches, glees, 
and ballads, which were continued till coffee was 
announced* They, were then dismissed to the ser- 
vants' hall till ten o^clock, when they again took a 
station near the entrance to the drawing-room, and 
dancing was commenced, and contipued in quad- 
rilles and waltzes till twelve. 

Early yesterday morning .Mr« Rodes piloposed for 
us a drive to Sheffield, ten or eleven miles distant ; 
and soon after breakfast, a party of gentlemen, iilUng 
a landau and four and a phaeton, was on the way 
tq that town. We took Rtmisliaw, the seat of Sir 
George Sitwell, at which we were expected .to dine, 
ij[) tim route, entering at one park gate, and, after 
stopping for a few moments at the house, driving out 
by another* The mansiou is a fine modern struct.ure 
of 8U)ne, but so entirely entbowered by groves, and 
thick plantations, as to iiave an air rather dark and 
gloomy. 

The country between Barlboroogh and Sheffield 
is undulating and billy* The general chacaoter of 
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the place, as a nianufacturingtowD, is fully intimated 
long before reaching or coming in view of it, by the 
many coal-pits in the route, and the lines of coal 
carts filling (he road, find dusting its whole surface 
with blackness. It is prettily situated upon an emi- 
nence, at the confluence of the Don and Sheaf; but 
the view of it was almost entirely obscured, in our 
approach, by the clouds of smoke sent forth by its 
furnaces, and numerous manufactories. 

We. drove imniediately to the show-she^ and 
manufactory in cutlery of the Messrs. Rodjgers. Mr. 
Rodes, after introducing us* to the gentlemen of thia 
firm, and inviting them to join us in a luncheon at 
the Angel inn,^ after we should have viewed the 
various departments, of their establishment, excused 
himself to us on the ground of business, which he 
wished to attend to^ till we sl)ould join him at the 
hour appointed at the hoteh The gentlemen to 
whose guidance we had been committed, were most 
kind and polity in. their attentions. Their show-shop 
presents some astonishing sampjes of the art in which 
they are so. celebrated, both in its miniature and 
mammoth forms. Some of the articles brought under 
their inspection, as mere matters of curiosity, require 
the power of a micioseope tp t)e fully scrutinized in 
the imauteness and exquisite finish of their details. 
The examination of the varied processes through 
which, every article of plated ware and cutlery 
passes, from the raw material of a;>pper, steel, and 
silver, tq the most elegant and finished article of use-* 
fulness and ornament, was highly interesting; and 
the maiiUer of polishing each, by iostrumeots pointed 
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with bloodstdhe, after being completely formedt was 
particularly interesting and beautiful. 

One fact communicated to us, in connection with 
the preparation of the ivory handles of knives and 
forks, from elephants* teeth, was entirely new — ^thal 
ot the extensive use made by confectioners of the 
dust collected from the sawings of the ivory, as a 
substitute for calves* feet, in making jelly. These 
gentlemen infont^ed us that the demand was far be- 
yond anything which they could meet, though bushels 
of this material were constantly accumulating in the 
processes of their manufactory. 

Every article manufactured by them, passes 
through a variety of hands tn its formation and finish, 
— those in plate, tea and coffee-pots, urns, candle- 
sticks, dishes, and their covers, — all being cut ac- 
cording to their different patterns frot'n flat pieces, 
and then struck into their particular shapes by dies 
formed for each respectively. 

1 improved a half-hour, while the workmen were 
at their dinner, in caHing upon Montgomery, the 
poet, a resident Of this place, of whose writings and 
character 1 hav« long been an admirer. He was 
not at his lodgings at the hour, and I left my card, 
with a letter of introduction to him, stating, in my 
desire to meet him, that 1 should be at th^ hotel till 
after three" o'clock. 

On conypleting our view of the manuikctories, we, 
in company with the Messrs. Rodgers, repaired to 
the inn, at which we were to take luncheon, and to 
join our carriages to return to Barlborough. We 
here discovered the reason why Mr. Rodes had ab- 



sented himself. He is deeply interested in the suo 
cess of a gentleman who is at present canvassing in 
Sheffield as a candidate for parliament, and bad been 
occupied in writing a bandbilK and having it strack 
off at a printing press^advocating the claims of his 
friend, and invitingtboseof the townspeople disposed 
to suppoct him to the hotel, to hear an address from 
him, and to partake in a distribution of beer, which 
he had ordered to be served in the street. While we 
were at table, the handbills were broaght in,*-*their 
import soon communicated in the street, and a crowd 
as rapidly collected. Mr. Rodes addressed them 
from a wihdow of the room in which we were, on 
the second floor— ^streams of beer were at the same 
time gushing from barrels which had been tapped 
below, and men, women, and children were rustung 
from every direction, with all manner o[ utensils, in 
which to catch a portion of the*^ beverage,^— wliile 
niingled cheers and hobtings, and an uproar of rude* 
neas and vulgarity, such as I have never before wit- 
nessed, were exhibited on every side to the ear and 
eye. 

The specimen of electioneering thus furnished io 
us, and the picture of a scene at the hustings, of 
which it might be supposed the imagery, produced 
no very happy impression on our minds, of the purity 
of the political influence here exercised, in regard 
either to its principles, or the modes in which it is 
put in operation. The spectacle exhibited at the 
most crowded polls, during the most warmly con- 
tested elections! have beheld in the sections and 
cities^f the United States, with which I am fietmiUar, 
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would astomsh both candidates and electors, accus- 
tomed to scenes sioiUar to this now occurring. 

in the very hdght of the tumult, Mr« MoDtgomeiy 
was announced. He seems one of the roost meek, 
quiet, and retiring q( men, — is full of the gentte 
qualities and bumble s(»rit of cbrisdanity ; — aiid as 
interview under such circumstances could scarce be 
c( much interest U> either of us. The carriages had 
been ordered to a door, in the court of the inn, \bt 
spirited animals attachedlto them had already be- 
come restive from the excitement around ; and after 
a few moments* conversatbn he took his leave — not 
without a -hopCf^n my part, of another and more pro* 
pitiQus opportunity, before proceeding to the north, d 
further cultivating Us acquaintance. 

The crowd was so great, and the cheering and 
hurraing so loudf that grooms were necessary at the 
horses' heads for the whole length of the street, to 
keep them from phmging on the people ; and few d 
the party, I believe, thought their necks entirely safe, 
till we had nearly aecomplisbed the distance, of our 
return. 
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LETTER XXX. 

TABK IUX.I, Aim B0L80TXB CAITUi. 

■* 

HospiU^of Ifr. Bo to - ■Precanon-oftimeg and punctiM&ty of 
meeting engagements, in an interchange of yiats — Drive to Park 
Ball — M.n, Pole — Her example and influence — ^A visit to her 
Sabbath School — ^Rev. Mr. Tates, and caU at the Rectoiy — Tiie 
Park at Bartborougb — Bo]s6ver ^^laatle— 'Bntertaiiimenta at it 
bj the Ihike of ^eweaatb, to CWka !• and his Queefr— Pre- 
parations fiir tea^ii^ BarIb<ttougfa---Iiapromp(a of CapUun 

Bolton — Krs, Bodes. 

t 

BarJbotaugh HaU^ Derhyahire, 
.^3341833. 

BJVAB VIRGIKIA, 

It was our iotenticMi to lesve Bartborough on 
Saturday^ in the prDsecatkm of oar journey. Upon 
this^ however, Mr. Bodes laid an absolute vete^ by 
declaring, in his warm-hearted and oandid manner, 
that bis park gates were peremptorily closed upon us 
till Monday morning— adding, ^but then we will 
turn yduH>utt ibr we ourselves are to be off for Alton 
Abbey, by nine, for a promised, week with the Elarl 
and Countess of Shrewsbury.*^ The Abbey, a resi- 
dence of that nobleman, some forty miles froth this 
place, is ^amoog the most tast^ul and magnificent 
seats, in the countrj-. 

The manner, in r^ard to precteion of time, and 
punctuality of arrival^ in which the arrangements of 
a visit by one family, ot ianufies, to andther, are made 
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here, diflera in some respecU from the custom with us 
Instead of the indefinite promise of being with a 
friend, sometime in the coming week, month, or sea- 
son, as is not unusual in America, the exact day oc 
which you are invited or are expected, is fixed eve& 
for months, in some cases, in advance. If any cir- 
cumstance should in the mean time occur, to interfen 
with the engagement of the visitor, on the one hand, 
or with the convenience of his reception by his friend, 
on the other, both expect to b^ apprized at an early 
period, of the fact Notwithstanding the great un- 
certainty in ticne of promaed visits in general, in the 
United States, 1 have known individuals and families 
to leave all their own plans for a season, in a state of 
contingejicy from this cause, in a kind of courtesy tc 
the convenience of their friends. • The case is alto* 
gether different in England ; and the utmost frank- 
) Hess is exercised on wash occasions. For instance, 
if a fiimily writes to- another to whom a visit is intend- 
ed, that they will be with them on such a day of the 
month, — should their arrangements be such that, at 
' that tioie, their hpuse would be full, or th^y theoo- 
I selves be going from boipe, — ^an answer is at once 
! r^urned, that they cannot i^eceive tbein then, or shall 
' be absent till suob a date. Tbey never think of 
receiy ing guests, ^s is not unfrequently the. case with 
us, beyond a number, wbicii the accomoKxlations of 
their establishments makc^ convenient and agreeable, 
or of allowing any bospitahty to .tbpse with whom 
they associate, to int€)rfere with their own movements 
in reference either to business or to pleasure. 
On Saturday iiiorQing, Mn Rodes. took me to 
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Park Hall, the residence of Mrs. Pole, whom 1 had 
promised to visit before leaving the neighbourhood. 
Her estate adjoins that of our host, and the vi^alk 
across the Parks^ is scarce more than a mile. The 
drive by the public road, however, is nearly three. 
Park Hall, is a^fine old mansion of a yellowish stone, 
each front presenting a double pointed gable in the 
roof. It is not so large as this edifice, but is finely 
situated on a height of land, and the grounds beau- 
tifully kept Mrs. Pole presents a delightful sample 
of the manners of the ^^ Old School,*' and is a most 
courteous and high-bred lady. She retains much of 
the beauty for which, in youth, she must have been 
greatly distinguished, and, above all, exhibits brightly 
in her walk and conversation, the spirit of the sincere 
and practical Christian. 

She is the patroness, and a regular teache^r of the 
female Sabbath School of the vilkge — both before the 
morning woi^hip, and during the interval of an hour 
or two between the services. 1 visited it with great 
satisfaction yesterday ; and could clearly perceive, 
that the girls of the village, in connection with more 
important acquisitions in morals and piety, were 
catching in their intonations and manner, something 
at least, of the gentleness and courtesy of their polish- 
ed and. excellent friend and instructress. She walks 
with them in procession, to the village church ; and, 
thinks it nothing derogatory to her rank and position 
in society, thus openly to demonstrate, that she re- 
gards with deep interest, the youthful and immortal 
spirits withiix jreach of her influence and exainple. 

It did, not escape my notice in the church, as you 
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will readily believe, that the pew of Mrs. Pole, in 
place of the silk or worsted hangings seen in others, 
was furnished with curtains of tapa, or native cloth 
of the Sandmch Islands, a present, no doubt, finom 
LfOrd Byron, on his return from them, after his cnase 
in the Blonde frigate. 

Mr. Yates, the rector of Barlborough, is a man of 
talent and learning. He is amiable [and polished in 
his character and manners, and gave us two excel- 
lent and spiritual seroKHis on the Sabbath. The 
rectory to which Mr. Rodes took me, after our visit 
at Park Hall, is a handsome boose standing on the 
street in the village, without an enclosure or rivub- 
bery, but opening in the rear, upon a fine lawn, en- 
circled with plantations of tastefulness and beauty, 
and communicating with retired and rural walks, 
along the borders of a small stream. 

We also made a circuit of two or three miles, be- 
fore returning to the house, around the Park. It is 
studded with many fine clumps and groves of old oak 
and other majestic trees, and is ornamented by two 
sheets of water--one quite extensive, and mth many 
of the features of a small lake, in its long and tufted 
points and islets. The entrance, from the gate on 
the side opposite to the town is by a circuitous and 
pleasant drive, with a fine view, also, in this direction, 
of the house, in the approach to it. 

Before dinner on Saturday, Mr. Gossip, a brother 
of Mrs. Rodes, took Captain Bolton and myself in 
a pony phaeton, to B<rfsover Gastle, a ruinous man- 
sion of great celebrity in former days, some six or 
eight miles in the direction from this of 
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Hall. In the time of William the ConquatMr it was 
the site of a castle of one of the PeverePs. It was 
afterwards in the Cavendish family, one of whom, 
the Duke of Newcastle, gave a magnificent enter* 
tainment at it, to Charles I. when on his way to 
Scotland in 1633, The expense of the dinner was 
four thousand pounds ; and Lord Clarendon in de* 
scribing it, says, ^' It was such an excess of feasting 
as had scarce ever been known in England, and 
would still be thought very prodigious, if the same 
noble person had not, within a year or two after- 
wards, made the king and queen a more stupendous 
entertainment, which (God be thanked) though pos- 
sibly it might too much whet the appetite of others to 
excess, no man ever after in those days imitated/' 

The Duchess of Newcastle^ in her memoirs of 
her husband, remarks, that '* the king liked the for- 
mer entertainment so well, that a year after his re- 
turn out of Scotland, he was pleased to send my lord 
word, that her majesty the queen was resolved to 
make a progress into the northern parts, desiring him 
to prepare the like entertainment for her majesty, as 
he had formerly done for him, which my lord did, 
and endeavoured for it, with all possible care and 
industry, paring nothing that might add splendour 
to that feast, which both their majesties were pleased 
to honour with their presence. Ben Johnson he 
employed in fitting such scenes and speeches, as he 
could best devise, and s^nt for all the gentry of the 
country to coroe and wait on their majesties ; and in 
short, did all that he ever could, to render it great 
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and worthy their royal acceptance. It cost him in 
all between fourteen and fifteen thousand pounds/^ 

Bolsover is now a possession of the Duke of Port- 
land. It stands on the brow of a steep hill com- 
manding a wide extent of country, and emlnraces a 
view of Barlborough, while it overlooks the fine estate 
and mansion of Sutton Park, now the residence of 
one of the Arkwright family. A lai^e part of the 
original pile is roofless and in ruins. A lofty eni- 
battled and turreted tower is still habitable, and is 
the residence of a curate whose living is in the ^ft of 
the Duke of Portland. The rooms in general are 
small, dark, and gloomy, and of little interest in their 
association^. Those sections of the mansion which 
were the scenes of the regal entertainments men- 
tioned above, are now traceable only in their crum- 
bling and roofless foundations. The precipices on 
two sides of the habitable tower are fearful, and the 
deep descent on every side, as beheld from the leads 
on its top, such as to cause an involuntary shrinking 
from a glance over its parapets. 

I rose at ap early hour to complete this last letter 
from Barlborough. Among^the guests of the last day 
or two at the Hall, we have had the pleasure of 
meeting Dr. Knight, a physician of eminence and ta- 
lent at Sheffield. He is among the most agreeable 
and intelligent of the gentlemen who^e acquaintance 
we have made in Derbyshire. He was off by sun-: 
rise this morning. Sir Henry Hunlocke and his 
uncle, left yesterday. The gig of Lieutenant Russel 
is at the door, our chaise has been ordered for some 
time, and Mr. and Mrs. Rodes have already been 
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gone an hour. They set off in a chariot and four, with 
a tastefulness of dress in the postillions, and in the 
equipments of the horses, and an air of gentility in 
the valet and dressing maid in the rumble behind, 
which we have scarce seen surpassed in any equi- 
page before noticed by us* 

As a slight memento of our visit, 1 have trans* 
ferred to a scrap book of our &ir hostess, the out* 
line of a sketch of Newstead, taken on the reverse 
of a visiting card, the last day we were at the Abbey, 
while Captain Bolton with his accustomed happy 
gift of the kind, in like intent has scribbled on a page 
of the same, an impromptu, in verse. 

Mrs. Rodes fully merits all the compliment of the 
lines of my friend* She is ^Jine woman both in the 
English and American meaning of the term. The 
former apply it exclusively in speaking 6f an indivi- 
dual, to the style of the figure and face, while we in 
general understand by it, the moral and social cha^ 
racter of the person in reference to whom it is used. 
The understanding of it in either sense, in applica*- 
tion to this lady, would lead into no error. She 
appears most amiable and kind in heart, and with 
much beauty of face, possesses a noble and com* 
manding figure. She is said to be a Plantagenet as 
a lineal descendant of Edward III., a blood which 
I am told Mr. Rodes also can boast, through th# 
veins of Edward I. 

5* 
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JOVRVXT rSOX BHXmXKD «0 TOBK* 

General aspect of the Country— Beauty of the drive to Wakefield 
— ^The Parks of Earl FitziinlUam, Lord Howard of EiBngham 
and Hon. Mr. Wentworth— Arrival at Leed»-*Approach to 
York*-The CathedraJ^Its ¥raUa--<;a8tle and Churches — ^Pre- 
valence and mortality of the Cholera — ^Philosophic Gardens^ and 
view from them — ^Ruin of St Mary's Abbey — and the Museum. 

Black Swan^ York^ 
My 2Sih, 1833. 
DEAa TIRGINXA, 

The recomtneucement of our travel north ward, 
led us again to Sheffield. The wind, on the present 
occasion had driven the smoke which before con- 
cealed it, from the town. Though actually situated 
on an eminence, it has the appearance of being in a 
hollow, in the descent of a long hill, in the direction 
of Barlborough, and though ding;y in its general as- 
pect, it is surrounded by a beautifully uneven^ and 
tastefully improved country^ 

While waiting a half hour for the arrival of a coach 
which we intended taking at twelve o^clock, I made 
an unsuccessful attempt to secure a ^cond interview 
with Mn Montgomery. He was not at Us lodgings, 
however^ and was not expected at home, till a later 
hour than we could remain in the place. Our stage 
for the day-, was the city of Leeds ; and the travel of 
ifbrty^ght miles, intervening between it and Sheffield, 



LEEDS. 55 

W4I3 delightful — the day, though cheerful and bright, 
being of a temperature sufficiently cool, to render our 
cloaks comfortable around uis. The country, for the 
first thirty ipiles to Wakefield, is peculiarly lovely in 
its .general features and improvement, and ornament^ 
ed at the distance of every few miles, by the parks 
and mansions of the Earl of Fitzwiltiam, Lord 
Howard of Effingham, Lord Wham Clitfe, and 
several of the Wentworth family. We were struck 
with the bad taste and folly of some very considerable 
expenditures, exhibited at one of the last, in objects 
of intended ornament, erected many miles from the 
house. One on a hill, at the distance we saw it, 
bad precisely the appearance of a colossal hay-otack, 
though intended, probably, for a pyramid. It re- 
minded me in its effect, of the rocks and tower, and 
miniature fortresses, erected on the lakes at New- 
stead, by the eccentric predecessor of the poet, in the 
Barony of the Byrons. 

As we approached Leeds, the Jace of the country 
became more tame and uninteresting. The smoke 
arising from the numerous manufactories of the city, 
was seen at a great distance, spreading over the 
whole horizon before .us, with all the blackness of a 
midsummer thunder-storm. We observed nothing 
in the place to invite our stay beyond the night, and 
not having at command, in reference to engagements 
we were desirous <c^ fulfilling, a day for the celebrated 
ruin of Kirkstall Abbey, and other objecte of attrao- 
tion in the neighbourhood, took the coach at eight 
o'clock in the morning, for this city. 
Tbe Chojera has been prevailing with jgreat mor*- 
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tality for some time here ; and but for the magniii- 
cent Minster, for which it is famed, we should not 
have slept within its walls. We arrived early, the 
distance from Leeds to it being only twenty-five 
miles, over a level and not particularly attractiTe 
country. 

The majestic and lofty towers of the Minster, 
present an imposing feature in the approach to Yoii. 
and almost the only object connected ^ with it, seen 
at any considerable distance. On the road to it, 
after leaving Tadcaster, a heightof land was pointed 
out to us on our left, as famed for a memorable battle 
between the houses of York and Lancaster, in 1461; 
and not many miles distant, on the right, stands 
Bishopsthorpe, the palace of the archbishops of 
York. 

We lost no time after our arrival, in repaiiing to 
the Cathedral; and remained two or three hours with- 
in and around it — gazing upon its different fronts, 
pacing its nave, next in extent in the world, to that 
of St. Peter^s at Rome, with an admiration moroeo' 
tarily increasing as we contemplated again and again, 
from varied points of view, its lofty and graceful 
arches, its clustered and massive pillars, and inimi- 
table proportions, examining the exquisite workman- 
ship and carvings of its choir, and the antique arclii* 
tecture of its chapter house, and ascending its prin- 
cipal tower, the leads and turrets of which, command 
the ekitire panorama of the city, with many miles on 
every hand, of the richly cultivated country around 

The west front is indescribably beautiful, and the 
effect upon the eye and feelings, of the great eastern 
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window of richly painted glass, seventy feet in height, 
and of proportionate breadth, cannot even be ima^ned 
by one who has never gazed upon it. The choir is 
screened from the side aisles, by frames of richly 
carved stone work, in keeping with the general 
architecture, filled in with massive plate glass, of the 
most perfect translucency. The thickness of the glass 
is such, that a curious and most beautiful optical effect 
in the reflection of the painted windows at the sidea 
opposite, is produced — such in airiness and transpa- 
rency of colouring, as no eifort of art upon the glass 
itself could secure. 

The walls of the city, are in a much more imper- 
fect and dilapidated state, than those of Chester. 
They do not form an uninterrupted promenade, and 
we walked around them, only in part The castle 
is said to have been originally built by William the 
Conqueror. It has lately been surrounded by new 
walls, and contains within the enclosure, an antique 
structure^ called CUfibrd*s Tower, thought to be of 
Roman origin. On ringing at the gate of the Castle, 
with the intention of asking permission to enter it, a 
porter informed me, that all ingress had been inter- 
dicted, from the terrific disease prevailing within. On 
asking whether it was the Cholera, he replied he did 
not know what it was, only that it was most fearful 
and appalling in its ravages among the prisoners and 
other inmates. 

There are many exceedingly antique and venera* 
ble old churches, scattered over the town. But all 
sink into comparative insignificance beside the 
Cathedral ; and we have already seen so many of a 
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amilar cbtnicteri in different sections of the king* 
dom« that we have made no application for admit- 
tance to anyone of these. 

Mr. Gossip kindly furnished us with a card of ad- 
mission to the Museum and Philosophical Gardem 
of the city I of which institution he is a member. My 
curiosity was somewhat dampened at the entrance 
of these, by the good porteress at the Lodge, wba 
after 1 had placed my name, according to custom, Id 
an album in her keeping, pointed to a street imme- 
diately adjoining the ruins of St Mary^s Abbey,— 
principal attraction within, — and told me that the 
cholera had been very fatal there, and that three 
persons had just been buried fix>m a house in sight 
A glimpse at St Mary^s, however, presented a 
temptation which 1 could not resist, and I passed 
forward. 

The gardens, as the grounds are called, are small. 
but embrace objects, in a single view, of as varied 
beauty and interest as are often found in the same 
grouping. Immediately adjoining the gate, stannic 
the remains of an old wall, and massive round towerJ 
which is attributed to a Norman age. Directly is 
front, across a lovely lawn, of an extent just sufficient 
to give all the effect of a suitable perspective, are 
the beautiful ruins of the Abbey ; while midway, on 
the right, is seen the Museum,— ^a handsome modem 
structure, of Grecian architecture, — ^and on the left, 
opposite to it, at the distance of some hundred yards, 
the river Ouse, backed by a section of the walls of 
the city, with several spires and towers of beauty in 
the distance. 
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The remains of St. M ary^s consist principally of a 
range of beautifully defined arches, mantled with 
ivy, which now in eveiy part. 



-*'with rude hizuriance bends 



Its tangled foliage through the cloistered space ; 
O'er the high inndow's mouldering points ascends. 
And fondly clasps it with a last embrace." 

Nothing of the kind can present a more perfect 
picture than this. It is not so bold and majestic, so 
heavy and so stately as Kenilworth, but more symr 
metrical, and more finished. The stone of which it 
is formed is almost purely white ; and even at noon- 
day there is a moonlight softness about it, that irre- 
sistibly conveys an impression that it is but an arti- 
ficial structure, but lately placed in the situation, for 
the embellishment of the scene. I scarce know 
when I have been more delighted, than during the 
hour I spent in examining it from different points, 
and in contrasting the various objects in view, with 
one another. In the admiration excited by it 1 soon 
forgot the cholera and its ravages, and lost all 
thoughts of an infected atmosphere. 

1 afterwards visited the Museum. The edifice— 
a fine bp'ilding, — has been recently erected, and the 
collection contained in it yet smsiU, and not fully 
arranged in the various apartments. The cholera, 
indeed, has placed everything at a stand for the last 
month ; and the city is almost deserted by the more 
wealthy and respectable of its inhabitants. 
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LETTER XXXII. 

CITIM OV DUmHAX AMD nWCAtTLB. 

Journey from York to Durham — ^Duncombe and Studlej Parks- 
Approach to Durham — Beauty of its ntoation— Its castle, cathe- 
dral, promenades, and bridges— Interview with the Bishop of 
Chester — Drive to Newcastle— .Lumley Oastle— Lambton Hall, 
and Castle Ravensworth — ^Effect in the scenery of the collieries 
and forges^ near Newcastle-r-General aspect of tkiis city— Gene- 
ral remarks on English society and manners. 

Turl^s Head, Neuxxutk 
My 27th, 1832. 

BEAR VIRGINIA, 

Yesterday morning, at eight o'clock, we bade 
adieu to the venerable city of York. The day was 
again one delightful for the traveller ; and we found 
ourselves, by five o'clock, at Durham, sixty-six miles 
farther on our route to the north. 
. For some miles after leaving York, the country is 
low and unvaried, but afterward becomes quite t>old 
and romantic, with hills, and even mountains, both 
on the right aoid left in the distance^ projecting at 
some points, in abrupt cliffs over the flatness of the 
adjoining sections. It is on one of these lofty pro- 
minences that Duncombe Park — a segtt of Lord 
Feversham, — ^is situated. It is remarkable for its 
fine scenery, the beauty of its grounds, and an ele- 
gant mansion, erected by Wakefield, from designs 
of Vanbrugh. Mrs. Vernon, whose acquaintance 



we had the pleasure of imakirtg at New«tead;— -a lady 
of great intelligence f<hd interest of character, is a 
near relaiive of tlie ooble proprietor, and was an in- 
mate of bis family, previous to her marriage. - She 
urged* us n)uch to take the Park in our route, as 
being almost- uneqp^ilfed in'the kingdom. The beau- - 
tiful ruin of Rieyaux, Abbey is within its boundaries; 
and Studley Payk Aod ruin, not less attractive^ in the 
immediate neighbourhobtcl. But our engagements 
in Scotland would -not allow of the delay ; and we 
passed on by a. rq^e direct course, leading through 
to Sksingvi^ld,TiiiP8k, North Ailerton, and Dar- 
lington, to D wham. . ' - ^ -. 

Mr. Backhouse, already made known .to you- as 
my feHav^-p^ssenger from New York, has a seat at 
Darlington*. It presents a handsome aspect at the 
entrance of the town. * I h^d been kindly iavit^d to 
make hioi a Visit; but not having it in hiy power to 
appoint any specific tiitie, regretted now to learn that 
he was absent, in a distant part of the kingdom. 

The Cg(th6?dral, an<lfuinoufs t,^\^rs of the castle jof 
Dqrhadfi, coftstit^ite the leacTmg (eatures in a first view 
of it^ A principal portion of the town itself is- oW,. 
and uninteresting, but. so sit«ated,- as scarce to* be 
noticed in conne'etion with its smaller though more 
imposing .sections. . The river VVeare. winds through 
and amund it; so as to. make a perfect peninsula" of 
the central parts, constituting. a- reeky promontory 
oh winch the Castle or Bishop's. Palace, and the 
Cathedral are situi^ted. . ^rhe banks, though precipi- 
tous,, are covered with verdure, and 'laid out ij^o 
walks, and banging ga]cdens,.by which eyeiy appear- 
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ance of a town is cut oflf, except the toiyei?' and the 
pinnacles of tb^ stately edifices t)y which [t is adorn- 
ed. The opposite side of the river is overhung, jn its 
winding, by delightful groves filled with walks ot 
gravely cut through their embowering shs^de, and ac- 
cessible at different* points from t^e tQwn, by three 
beautiful bridges thrown across the stream. We 
have scarce visited a place presenting equal attrac- 
tion,, in the venerable and antiquated aspect of its 
public {Structures, and the varied intere$t alidroipaLQce 
of its environs** . .• 

The CKthedrai' presente a magnificent pile\ . It 
was fouiKled in the year 1093, and the fu'edomioa ting 
style, of its archkecture is Norman, though it was 
not con^etely finislied till so6)e time in .the thir- 
teenth ceatury. The site had been phoseo by the 
monk3 of Lindisfarne, in the early part pf the tenth 
century, as a safe d^ository for tbe remains. of their 
patron St. Outhbert, diH-ing the predatory inciH'sions of 
the D.anes, add jhese with the bones ^f tl}e venerable 
Bede, other sacred a:(Jics, the lioly vessels, orna- 
ments and jewels 6f the shrines aiid altars, were 
removed here at the time, Malctxlm . king . of Scot- 
land WHS, present and, assisted io^ laying th<^ Corner 
stone of the present edifice. The Casile or Bishop's 
.palace is on one side.of . the pH^i .and the' -College, a 
range of buildings appropriated t© I be dean and pre- 
bendaries t)f the cathedral on the other, • 

The bishop of Chesteris a prebefulary of .Durham, 
and with his family passes* tvvq, or three mouths of 
each summer liere. Notes liad been intei changed 
between tbis gentleman and myself before 1 left 
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Landen; and I. called upon him last evening. 
Learning, however, thai he was occupied with dona- 
pany, I merely Jeft nriy card^ with a message that 1 
would pay my respects to him agairi this moroing. 
This Ididjiist before we were about Cbmitiencing the 
travel to this place. - 1-was received by hini in the 
most kind and gratifying nianner. He- expressed 
his regret that I had .not sent my «ard up to him the 
evening previous, that he rnight have introduced me 
to the friendly then wHh him ^ and learning that it 
was necessary for raia to proceed i^»ithont fuirther 
delay to Scotland^ouost hospitably ^9i:tended an invi- 
tation already given to X)urhatn,.tp a visit to the 
pataee of Chester, on w>y expected return fronv Ire- 
land in Qctob.er^ where he will be for the remainder 
of the year. . 

The 6iAve from DurfianJ to Newcastle of fourteen 
miles was pl^^sati't, the day fine^ and >661, and Ihe 
countiy as usual beautifiil. Near Ch6ster-la-Street, 
we had a view of the stately mansion of Luniley 
Castle^ a seat of JLoVd Scari)orc»igh\ and just after, a 
sight of the towers of {jamfaton HaH, a re^dence of 
Lord Durham. Two or three mifes befo.f e i;eaching 
Newcastle, wealso bad a'beatitiful pqep at Ravens- 
wort& Castle. Its iowets and embattled turrets 
gleamed brightly o» tb^ i^ye ia the mqroing sqn, 
above, the dark bowers fiiid:groves by which it i» en- 
circle^, and almost ^bidden, as it rise$ romantically 
from, the 6ide of an abropt hill. - - One leading'feature * 
ill the ^sp<&ct of the whole region of country in this 
vicinity, is the smoke of its unnumbered furnaces 
and CoUienes. ; Every hill- and ri»ng ground is seen 
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reeking wilh it, end more than one million five hun- 
dred iholisand tons of coal, are annually esrported 
from the country, and seventy thousand of its inhabi- 
tants are engaged in the mining of its beds, while 
forges, foundries and manulactocies oF-^nlphate of 
iron, acetate of lead, bitumen, and other articles of 
the kind, \yhose elementary matter is found in the 
mineral, kingdom, are scattered on .-every side around 

Newcastle, as you are aware, is the grand mart for 
these articles, and for- coal. It possesses many re- 
spectable public edifices and in&titations, and some 
of the more modern sections of the^town are Qbeerful, 
and well-looking ; but as a whole it is a smoky^ black, 
uninteresting, place. Much to our drsappointtjienf, 
we are obliged to tarry in it the renaainder of the 
day. No coach leaves for the norths till the-conning 
morning ; and by posting, we should sqarce arrive 
earlier in Edinburgh than we shall by the first coacb 
of.to-mbrrow.' 

Admiral Collmgwood, Akenside the poet. Lord 
Cbancelior Eidon, and his brother Baron Stowell, 
were born in* this city, and received their early edu- 
cation at its grammar-sc'hooL^ it is not improbable 
that by seeking for it; we might find miuch to interest 
us within its bonndaries. But we ace weary of. the 
exciteraent springing from an endless succession of 
objects of novelty and the nssocialions connected 
with them, and 1 will improve, an hour of our deten- 
tion here, in throwing together a f^w general and 
desultory remarks and. impressions concerning the 
kingdom proper, whose boundary on the north we are 
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ust about to cross, for a few weeks amid ihe wifd- 
less and ronoance of " the land o\ cakes.]'' * 

Any one after ha\4pg traversed England by the • 
outes and in^the manner we-have, would nol hesitate I 
or a moment 1 shmild think in prpnounoing it, in the. ^ 
lighperfectionof its agricuhurQ, in the extei>t, beauty, 
ind ta«te of its ornamental exhilbitions of park, plea- 
mrc-groundsj and domains,, and in the cultivated and 
artificial aspect of its, whole surface to be, as a na- 
ion, .the very garden qf'tte world. , While the.un- 
lumbered palaces' a^idnoansions of its nobility a:nd 
gentry, scattered thickly around in every pftrt, the 
3erfection.of elegant keeping,, and varied fevideaces 
3f splendid lije presented by them, the tinrivallecl ex.* 
ijellence of her roads, her canals, her railways and 
her bridges, her edifices of science, of religion and of 
philanthropy, and An almost universal neatness and 
[jorafort in the cottages. of her peasantry and her 
poor^ equally .claim for her the epithet and t lie, stand- 
ing of the most mag^iificent, section of. Christendom. 

These fruitd of tlie wealth, which for a century 
and more, has been pouring and cbncentratHlg in her 
bosom, from all parts of the. globe, and the refinement 
an^ high state of civiliaatibn; in the superior grades of 
society v^fiich have accompanied itt are manifest to 
th6 most careless observ^er, 'and acknowledged by all. 
1 n raosf imposing and distinctive exhibitions, are of 
course, to be ibimd in' the clas^a^ constituting the 
aristocracy of the land. Of these, from the little 
opportunity I have had of forming^ an opinion, 1 am 
disponed to thipk, that we Americans, as a people, 
generally entertain a mbtaken sentiment The En- 
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glish, are too much incliiied'to l)elieve that as re- 
publicans, we must unavoidably be destitute of all 
/ refinement, polish, and elegance of character and 
habits, andi on the. other hand, the Americ'ans are 
equally -ready to imagine, that the necessary results 
of a hereditary, aristocracy mast be, and are, a de- 
generacy of mind and body, and a corruption of 
character and hearty The impression in either case, 
I believe to be equally erroneous and unsupported by 
facts. I could prove, 1 think, to. entire satisfaction, 
a truth which is now daily, being demonstrated in oar 
country, that the direct and necessary tendency of a 
republic, enjoying :the moral and intelieptual bless- 
ings which we possess, is to a refinement of national 
' character, more general and more eptire, than can, 
or ever will exist, in any nation where the equality of 
rank, and the descent and distribution of property, 
are not the same. This fact, our friends here are 
slow to receive ; and those across the Atlantic, I am 
persuaded, will be equally incredulous of the truth, 
that we find little evidence of any general and cha- 
racteristic degeneracy here, itiental, moral, or physi- 
jcal, among those possessing the privileges, and here- 
ditary distinctions of the peerage. 

There is no question, that there are not only indi- 
viduals of b6th sexes, but circles of those of the highest 
rank in the kingdom, w*ho are corrupt in principle and 
habits, to a most lamentable, and, vi^hat in the United 
States would be thought, a most disgraceful degree. 
But the mass of the nobility .and gentry, I aih per- 
suaded^ do not'diflFer in morals or in character, from 
the elates of worldly and fashionable people in our 
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own cwintry, Who bold a similar slanding in wealth 
and influence; while no inconsiderable, portion of 
them of all grades, exemplify in their whole manner 
of life, many of the most attractive and delightful 
qualities of our nature, and Wend the purjty and 
spirituality of Christian piiety, with^the polish and 
gracefulness, the mental culture and accomplishments 
incident to the affluence and leisure at their com- 
mand. •. 

General conclusions cannot.be drawn either very - 
correctly or very justly, from 45ueh' wide extremes. 
A foreigner passing one or two. seasons in London, 
almost exclusively among the ttttra fashionable peers 
and peeresses of the w>Pst end, a witness only- of the 
rounds of dissipation, intrigue and vice; which may 
exist there; would draw a picture of. society^ very 
dififerent in its .outlines and colouring, frbmthat which 
would be , sketched by one whose chief intercourse 
had been viith circles of the same ^rade, but of habits 
of life and character as widely diflrerent,as well can 
be. . . . • . ^ • ^ ' 

But thp is aot exactly the point 1 intended scribe 
bling iipon, when 1 took my pen/ The manners and 
forins of life, rather than morals of \he aristocracy ^ 
wer^ in my mind's eye. I ^ay, "of the aristocracy,'' 
meaning by it, the most poKshed society — the (nan- 
ners of ladies und gentlemen, not those of any person 
of either sex, whom I "may casually have met, and 
might choOse to make, the original of the Sketches^ 
transmitted to you. 

\ On tins point, Ifind no very distinctive traits. The 
grand -difference here existing between this country 
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and our own, is that in England, they have in large 
and entirely separate masses, what in America, is 
found only in more hmited and widely scattered 
numbers. The rules of good breeding and the usages 
of polished life, are in both nations the same, but 
where there is one individual or one family, io the 
United States, t&ained and habituated to the highest 
refinement of manners^ there are in England a huih 
d.red, and while with us, there is unavoidably in 
general society, a mixed association of the most 
polished with those wl)o are less so; here the.exclo- 
siveuess pf .the higher grades prevents in a great de> 
gree, any mingtiag .in social intercourse of those 
hai ittiated to different modes of life. 

The exterior movements and addreiss of individuals 
of the higher circles, differ as variously here^ as on the 
other side of the Aflantic, from the most polished and 
graceful, to the most unbecoming and awkward, but 
if called upon to make ajfiy general comparison ifi 
the manners of the same classes in the two oountries, 
1 would unhesitatingly say, that there' is less of the 
suamte^r in modo — something nnore abrupt and bluDt 
— ^in the' address and manner>of the English. gentle- 
men, not uiifr^quently bknded.with a decided awk- 
wardness of movement, and in the ladies, a manifestly 
greater precision and formality, than in those of the 
same standing In A^nerica. ' 

The distance and stateJiness of a first intercotirse 
'—SO often made the characteristic of English man- 
ners — with those upon whose courtesy you are not 
particularly thrown, only continues for a short time; 
and in more cases than one, where these have been 
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most manifested on a first introduction, we have in ^ 
short time, found the greatest;aflability. A period of 
formality appears in some to-be a settled kind of pro- 
bation through wliich all must go, before any inter- 
course more grateful can be indulged in. So muchr 
has this been the case, that Captain Bolton andrmy- 
Self, after finding ourselves just as we have been 
taking our leave, delighted with the intelligence and 
agreeablepess of character of those, who for a day 
or more previous, had been t>ur fellpw-guest^ with 
the interchange of scarce a word beyond the sanita- 
tions, of civility,, have laughingly come to the resolu- 
tion, that in any after visits we. may make, we will 
at once say to those we meet under the roof of our 
hosts, ** my dear Madam, or my dear Sir, we must, 
be off in a day or two, and have not an hour to give 
to uiibeniding; therefore, let us be friends at once, 
that we may not have to lament just as we must bid 
you adieu^ that we did not sooner discover ypii to be 
the aJTahlei intejligent^ and delightful persons^ which 
you really are.'' - ^— 

I Eiave said .that there is '^a greater precision of 
manners in the ladies, than, with us — ^more stiffness 
of air, and a more mechanical . movement bf the 
figure; but vwth it; there is. a propriety of attitude 
and action which is never in fault, and which more 
than counterbataDces any disadvantage arising hom 
the former. Whatever else may be said JoS the 
English ladies, ilhose we have seen have exhibited 
the clearest proof in their manners, that they beheve, 
with Hannah More, that " propriety is the fii-st, the 
second, and the third highest quality of the «ex/' 
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LETTER XXXIIJ. 

Departure (rom Newcastle — ^Piots' wi^n — Coachroaii.of the ** Cfaer? 
Chase," and anecdote of a Scotch traveller — Harwood Moor^ 
Sce^e of the hunt and c<mflict of Chevy Chase—^^heviot hHH 

* and crossings of the border-r-Impressions in entering Scotiand- 
Picturesque countiy near Jedburgh, and -through Teviotdale- 
Banks of the Tweed,iind MelroSe Abbey — Abboisford. the sei: 
of Sir Walter Scott — Tfie Pentland hills,, and mountains of Fife 
and iPerthfthires — First view of Arthur's seat, and Saliabun 
Crags— Tb^ Castle Rock, and Frith of FbrtlWi«.Sp]eiidtHir of tiie 
scene/ and beauly of the eyemng— Entrance to the city. 

' Crown Hoielt Edinbur^ 
/u/y 58M, 1835. 

DEAR VIROtNIA, 

Attcr a most rapid and eKcifing journey, of a 
hun<ired miles, from Newcastle,* which we left, after 
mn early breakfast, we reached thi^ noted city just at 
nightfall yesterday. 

A first order was for a servant to be. despatched to 
the post-office ; and in a few motnents we had the 
happiness of , perusing largfe packets from Ainerica. 
Among the letters (or myself werfe those from your 
father, designed by him to Have anticipated my de- 
parture from iVew Vor^; .They are all in good 
time, however, except that to the Bi^tish ambas- 
sador. 

Li leavidg Newcftstles-w^ had a glimpse for a 
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momenta of a small remain of the celebrated wall 
erected by the Romans to restrain the incursions of 
th^ Picts. It was built first of i»arth, by Adrian, and 
of stone and bricks* .aftexWards, by. Severus and 
Actius ; and extends across^the island from near the 
mouth of the Tyne, in the east, to Solway Frith, on 
the Irish sea-. • . 

A,s^we came north after leaving York, we began 
to perceivQ a gradual change for the worse, in the 
grooming and nice -keeping of the horseft,in the neat- 
ness 'and brightness of the harness, and in the cha- 
racter'and dress of the coa^hmen^ anrf would, occa- 
sionally missvin*a stage* the portly figure and ruddy 
f^ce. of the real John-Bull Jehu, and in place of the 
well-stnoothed beaver, the large calico simwl, or 
muffler, and thB trimly fitted white-tQpped boots, 
characteristic of the class in most parts of ihe king- 
dom» would meet a slouched hat, an open-collared 
neck, and shoes and trow^ers on the nether limbs of 
our charioteer. Such vviist he general- cosiume of 
the dtiver of the " Chevy Chatse,*' on whose box i- 
becarhe seated for a first day's journey in Scotland, 
— a- fresh-6ompl^ioned, b(u«-eyed, and ' yellow- 
haired laddie of twenty; full . of -animation^ and 
buoyant spirrit, and witb^ealth and tnusde to ac- 
complisli without fatigxie, the' daily idrive,ex:cept on 
the Sabbath, from the beginning to the end of the 
year, of the. distance betweerf Nevycastle and Edin- 
burgh. . ;. • ' ' 

The ftrsrt! incivility we had met since the com- 
mencement of oqr travel, was^ from a Scotchman 
the day previous, when leaving Durham ; and 1 was 
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happy in having, on this. occasion, one of the same 
country, so entirely in contrast, for niy imniediate 
neighbour. The coach in which we left Durham 
did not start, on it^ first stage, from that city, and we 
were obliged to take such seats as were vacant 
when it arrived from the south. Fortunately then 
were three places unoccupied in front, behind the 
coachman. One of these Captain Bolton took. K 
broad) stout, and hard-featured Scot ibllowed, anc 
became seated exactly inidway between my friend, 
and a person on the other extreme of llie. range 
which, though intended <br four passengers, was 
rather contracted in itsdknensions — with such a dis- 
play of frame and muscle, that there was room on 
neither side for myself. After getting up, and per- 
ceiving no disposition to move on his part,-! askeJ 
hhn pblilely which seat he would prefer,— to which 
he very gfiiffly 'answered, the one he was hi. But. 
sir, I continued,. 3'ou are*t)ow occupying a part oi 
two seats, aiid my question was to know which way 
you cho§e to move; and! wa$ almoist ready to de- 
bate whether it were not time, as the cmbbed fellow 
very composedly. re^ilied, " rd9n!t4cndvv that 1 shall 
move either way, sirj^tef my ovi;n Scotch blood to 
stir a little. 1 thought bt^sfr, how^ever, to turn mv 
feelings into a happieti5hannel,-andvby remarkine 
pleasantly, witha smile., ** if we should find all yonr 
countrymen, my.deacsi»ias.accocpmodatifag as your- 
self, our tour in Scotland willl)e much less extended 
than we now propose to make it," at once touched 
the spring of his locomotive powers, and dcew from 
him an apology for his cutieDes?, vvhich gradually 
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fell, on his part, into much intelligent and interesting 
conversation^ 

Soon after leaving Newcastle, the country through 
which we passed began to differ in its aspect from 
that over which we had previously travelled, and 
before the end of many miles we entered upon 
an extensive region of moorland, called Harwood 
Moor. All the rich crops and luxuriant growth by 
which we had so long been surrounded, as we were 
hurried on our way, were gone, and the eye rested 
only, in every direction, upon a wild and naked ex- 
panse, covered with a coarse, dark-coloured turf, 
dotted here and there by flocks of sheep, and occa- 
sionally relieved by another sign of life in the smoke 
curling up from the lowly and rude cabin of a shep- 
herd. Whether the effect of early impressions, de- 
rived from reading of deeds of tragedy and horror 
perpetrated amidst similar scenery, or not, 1 cannot 
say, but this, the first extensive moor over which we 
have passed, in its dreary extent and desolation, 
seemed to me just the place for acts of villany. 

One fact, however, would rather intimate ' that 
robbery and murder occur here, at least, at very long 
intervals. The gallows of a murderer, hung and 
gibbeted on the spot where his crime was committed, 
and which may justly be considered the last inci- 
dent of the kind which has taken place, still stands in 
the midst of the wide waste, presenting, in terrorem^ 
to the passing traveller a wooden efBgy, which in 
the distance I first supposed to be the real skeleton 
dangling in chains beneath. 

On this moor, for the first time since leaving 
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America, we found a long straight read, one, the ca 

tinualion of which we could trace for miles in a tii 

as in many of the turnpikes in the United State 

Wh)ttAV(>r thn eflfnr.t may be, in shortening distance 

\g down roads, there certainly : 

idda to the int«est of the travt. 

iBsociation with the country,: 

iresque. In England every rce 

g and serpentine, and you scare 

I anywhere without stxne graa 

vhicb eviery object in view ( 

.tion to the eye, and the attes 

arrested anew by the surrouDt 

vill recollect, was the "Vhev 



lunt which once there did 
ChsK befal." 

imed hunt and battle was in tb 
and Ihe qwt on which the pnxt 
and Northumberland met aoc 
the road-side, by a cross callec 
inding within a small enclosun 
a young plantation of trees. I 

It until both did sweats 
rorda of tempered steel) 
! blood, like drops of rain, 
ckling down did feel," 

o, that not only the heart's bloo 
OKwr, but while, 
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*< Of twenty hundred Scottish spetrs 

Scarce fifty-five did fly — 
Of fifteen hundred Englishmen^ 

Went home but fifty-three ; 
The rest were shun in Chevy Chase 

Under the greenwood tree : 
And sure 'twas then a grief to see 

And likewise for to hear 
The cries of men dying in their gore 

And scattered here and there \" 

The Cheviot hills had, for some time previous, been 
in distant but beautiful view; and at the rapid rate 
at which we were whirled along by our blithesome 
young coachman, we soon entered a defile through 
them, at mid distance in which, upon a bleak height, 
we passed the boundary stone of the two kingdoms 
and were in Scotland. As my friend of the box 
pointed to the stone, and with a joyous look pro- 
claimed this fact, and gave fresh rein to his horses, 
a first impression, as I looked around me, was, that if 
the country in view were a fair specimen of the land, 
it was no wonder that so many of the sons of the 
bonnet and plaid had made their escape to other 
climes. The hills and mountains, swelling on every 
side, are as bare and uncovered as can be imagined, 
and the few dweUings scattered over them, as black 
and weather-beaten as if they had withstood the 
blasts and tempests of a thousand years. Still 1 felt, 
in every vein, that it was the land df romance, and 
of song, the land of heroism and of genius, the land 
of letters, and of religion, the land of my blood and 
of my name ; and gazed upon it with an enthusiasm 
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I have never before known, except in that wbicM 
consider emphatically to be ' 

" The land of the fre«*nd the borne of thsbrkTc!" 

lot long, however, that we were depe^ 
association for thoughts and feelings a 
d admiration. Every mile we advaDcei 
id dale, slwwed a rapid improvement in tit 
id aspect of the country ; and as we af 
Jedburgh, we were more dejighted v'lt 
and wildaess of its valley, than with tin 
'esque sections of Derbyshire, 
id at Jedburgh; and then, ia the brigbt 
seauty of the declining day, had a ilii>' 
ment through Teviotdale and along It* 
le Tweed, for the remainder of the ate 
re again struck off upon the moor of M«i 
the direction of Edinburgli. it was w 
I'hen leaving Barlborough Hall, to stop i« 
[elrose and Abbotsfbrd, but the deteDtim 
itle made it necessary to proceed, withoa 
leet our engagements in this vicinity, 
eatitiful ruing of Melrose Abbey, we had 
ipping, a fine, though transient view ; oik 
lowever, especially with the vivid recolle* 
loonlight scene at Newstead, enjoyed om 
its highest perfection in a walk with M' 
rough the cloisters and on the leads ovet- 
quadrangle, fully to appreciate the ford 
uoted passage, by Scott— 

thou woulds't view fur Melroae uight, 
Tuit it by the pale moonUght ; 
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For the gay beams of lightsome day 

Gildy but to flout, the ruins gray. 

When the broken arches are black in night. 

And each shafted Oriel glimmers white: 

When the cold light's uncertun shower 

Streams on the ruined central tower: 

When buttress and buttress, alternately. 

Seem framed of ebon and irory: 

When silver edges the imagery 

And the scrolls that teach thee to live and die: 

Then go— 4>ut go alone the while** 

Then view Saint David's ruined pile; 

And home returning, aoothly swear^ 

Was never scene so sad and fair!'' 

We passed sufficiently near to Abbotsford, to 
satisfy, in a degree at least, our curiosity in reference 
to its exterior. It is a turreted and castellated build- 
ing of light-coloured freestone, situated on the banks 
of the Tweed, opposite a ford once used by the monks 
of the adjoining monastery — whence the nameof the 
seat. The edifice, and all the surrounding improve- 
ments, are the fruits of Sir Walter^s own labours and 
taste. While we were in London, he arrived from 
the Continent, in extreme illness, and for weeks was 
expected daily to yield his hold on life. He after- 
wards revived so much, however, as to allow of a 
removal, according to his earnest solicitation, to 
Scotland, and to his home; and such is again his 
state, that from all we could learn, even at Melrose, 
three miles distant, we knew not, but that the very 
mongent we were gazing upon the battlements of 
his castle, he might be sinking into the anns of the 
ruthless conqueror, to whose power, all flesh living 

must yield. 

7* 



The depth of intereet tiod synipatby, which tbfl 
genius and character of such men cast on everythiof 
coDuected with them, is truly astonisbiDg. From tbi| 
(irat moment the driver said lo me, " that dark nooc| 
you see far ahead, on the left, are the plaatatioKj 
of Abbotaford," till we had caught a full view of tttj 
maosion, passed by, and again lost eight of it behinil 
by turning an angle of the road, my eyes were rivet-, 
ipon the domain, and every thought absorbed ic: 
lings on the life, and on the now closing scenes 
he earthly existence of the illustnous proprietor. 
!'he sectioD of country, for a few miles rouod, ap- 
rs to be a favourite residence of many of the 
ility and gentry, and we had a passing sight oi 
aral belon^ng to different famiUes of the Scots- 
he Marquess of Lothian, the Earl of Beaufort, 
others — and nearer Edinburgh, those of Lori 
Ihoune, the Earl of Melville, and the Duke oj 
icleugh. 

!'be evening was uncommonly fine, with an at- 
iphere more transparent — more like that charac- 
zing a summer's day in the United States — than 
have often observed in our travel. This, no douk 
,ed to the effect of the first impression made by 
nburgh and its surrounding scenery. The wbok 
lagnilicent. The Pentland Hills rise majestically 
your left, in an approach from the south. The; 
J in the general effect of height and distance ia 
1 position, a strong resemblance to the CatskiB 
luntains, as seen from the waters of the Hudson; 
lie at a much greater remove immediately in fronl 
'ond the city, and long before coming in view of it, 
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lill after hill, and range upon range, roll far inland, 
ill they stand only in blue mistiness against the sky. 

When still thirteen miles from the town, Salisbury 
TagSi and Arthur^s sttt, two bold cliff-like hills, im- 
aediately east of it, the latter over-topping the former, 
lame fully in sight; and shortly afterwards, the 
ZJastle rock, rising from the midst of the city, like an 
sland from the Sea : while the Frith of Forth, with 
is islands, was at the same time seen stretching &r 
owards the German Ocean, on the right. The 
vhole imagery in view was splendid ; and we truly 
lelighted. The sun had just gone down behind the 
)lue hills in the west, and the whole sky in that 
lirection was in one golden blaze. A single mass 
)f graceful clouds, of the richest crimson, alone hung 
[iiidway between the glowing horizon, and the blue- 
less of the zenith ; having the effect of so much dra- 
pery of the same gorgeous hue, arranged in tasteful- 
aess and beauty over the lovely and imposing picture 
below. 

After passing down a fine long street in the Old 
Town, we found ourselves rolling across a noble 
bridge, from beneath which, in place of the noise of 
water, the sound of many voices, and the murmur of 
the multitude came upon the ear — ^it being, as your 
knowledge of the geography of the famed town will 
have instructed you, only a viaduct over dry land : a 
street passing on a level upon arches of stone, from 
one hill to another, over a deep and inhabited glen 
between them. 

Although 1 felt less fatigued with the travel of a 
hundred and more miles over such roads as those by 



wbich we came, accomplished in less than tweln 
hours, than 1 liave in America, hy a drive of m 
fourth of the distance, 1 was too much excited by tit 
' scenes of the day, and the happ- 
ival in the capital of the Nortben 
elast evening. Befwe v^iturinf 
f obBerrati<HiB without doon tte 
hougfat best thus to furnish you witb 
!ii8t day in Scotland. 
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General sketdkof the ci^— Sites oftlie old utd new t 
Prince street— Calton Hill, and its HonumenU— Hi 
HouK, ind rains of its Abb^ Church— Aputments of 
Muy— ChMles X., ex-king of Pnnce— Castle Bock t 
Castle — Viev from the ramparts— Services of the Sabbal 
Georg«'s and St, Qiles' churches— Bev. Hr. Hartin, Dr. I 
and the Rev. Mr. CoHod. 

Cmm SiOd, Edaii 
Jufy 30ih, 183i 

DEAR TIBQIHIA, 

This is a season of the year at which Edii 
is almost eatirely deserted by the most disting 
of her inhabitaats; and "not in town," has b« 
reply to three in four of the inquiries made 
doors of thoSe here, to whom, we were fimiisht 
letters. We, therefore, passed Saturday in si 
without guidance around the city, as chance o 
directed. 

The first impreswon made by the unique ar 
nificent scenery by which it is encircled, and 
general style, and material of the aichitectui 
of the old and new town, has been confirm 
heightened by every after observation ; and tl 
cannot say that the term, " city of palaces," b 
I have heaitl it deagoated, is applicable to 
whole, however descripUve it may be of sot 



modern sections, still, io Ita cbaracteristic features,-' 
ID its situation and surrounding landscape, — in tim, 
taste and magnificeQce of its public structures, an: 
the beauty of the stone of which the private dwell- 
ings are mostly, if not universally built, it doubtJes 
rivals any other city in the world. 

The narrow valley or glen which separates tbe ok 
town from the new, runs nearly east and west, tbe 
principal streets in both being parallel with it. Iti: 
only the middle and lower sections of this gorge tba: 
are filled with dwellings. Tbe upper or western enc 
is beautifully laid out in a public garden aoc 
shrubbery around the base of the Castle Rock. 
— Fh&ce Street, ia whicu is the hotel from whicbl 
write, is a splendid terrace, overlooking on the south, 
from most points in its whole length, the elevatec 
ground on which the old town stands; and com 
manding uninterrupted views of all its principal 
buildiogB, and of the Castle, and the long line oi 
many-storied houses, marking the course of one d 
its oldest and principal streets, extoiding from Holy- 
rood House, in a dale in the east, to the Castle, (m i 
high cliff ID the west. Calton Hill termioates the 
view in Prince street towards the Frith of Foitfi 
It is a precipitous and, lofty rock, some mile or moR 
in circuit at its base, furnished with broad prome- 
nades and Sights of steps, which wind round it lo its 
top, and ornamented by a handsome observatoi^', 
and monuments of taste and architectural beauty, to 
Nelson and Playfair. 

In following Prince street, in our first walk, as il 
winds round this MU on tbe way to Leitb, by a con- 
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tinuation called the Regent^s road, we found our- 
selves immediately overlooking the palace of Holy- 
rood, lying at a few hundred rodsMistance, in a deep 
valley, at the foot of the Salisbury Crags, and made 
our way to it. The general architecture and style 
of tBis residence of the Scottish kings must be fa- 
miliar to you. It is an extensive quadrangle of 
stone, enclosing a large court within. The principal 
front looks to the west, and consists of two square 
and embattled towers, of four stories each, at dther 
extremity, ornamented with circular turrets at the 
comers, terminating in points^ and connected by a 
gallery of half the height, surmounted by a balus- 
trade, and having in the centre a gateway, over which 
the arms of Scotland are sculptured beneath a cu- 
pola in the form of a crown. 

Adjoining the palace, at its north-east angle, are 
the ruins of the church of the former abbey of Holy- 
rood. It was founded by David 1., in 1128, by 
charter, — the original of which is still preserved in 
the arctuves of the city. The building, now in ruins, 
however, is of much more modern date, and was re- 
duced to its present condition by the falling in of a 
new roof, in 1768, which had been placed upon the 
old walls a year or two previous. The eastern 
window, the mullions of which had been destroyed 
by a storm, has been restored, and is now entire. 
This church was long the royal chapel^ and in its 
vault the remains of many 6f the Scottish kings and 
princes were deposited, — among others, those of 
Damley, the unfortunate husband of Mary. 

The apartments of tins beautiful Queen, and the 
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scene of the tragic death of Rizzio, were visited by 
us after passing through the chapel and the old pic* 
ture gallery — once a state-room of the pile, — con- 
taining the imaginary portraits of one hundred and 
eleven of the monarchs of Scotland. The scenes 
portrayed in the life of this piincess, seem, when 
read in history, to be at least half romance ; but 
when you enter the apartments once ocqupied by 
her, and gaze upon their furniture and. decorations, 
unchanged in almost every respect, except by the 
slow and silent devastation of time, since the hour 
she left them, — pass through the doors, and tread 
the floor accustomed to her daily touch and step, — 
and are shown the blood-stained spots, said thus to 
have been dyed by the gore of the ill-feted Italian, 
you feel for the nxmient as if the tragedy were acted 
but yesterday, and not only alive to the reality of the 
facts, as they originated and exist, but are thrilled 
with a strange personal-like interest in their truth. 

There is little of the splendour of a modem palace 
in these rooms. They are on the second floor, — are 
small in their dimenskxis, and consistof an audioice 
chamber, bed-room, with a dressing-room without a 
fire-place, and the closet — twelve feet square, — in 
which the GUieen, with the Coontess of Argyle, and 
Bmeoo xvzs taking supper, when Damley and his 
accompUoes boist upon tbem fiom a secret door in 
the tDwar, communicating fiom the bed-room with 
the floor bebw. 

Tlie meditations inresblibly lisiog in the^ mind in 
view of these scenes, were foil of instnictive tfaoogb 
mehuDcboly interest, not onmiiigied with 
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nd shame for tlie weskness, folly, and vici 
1 all ages, and \a all ranks, hare too fr 
larred the history of our race. 

Oharlea X. ex-king of France and^suite, i: 
lenry V,, as the young son of the Duchess 
1 styled, occupy at present, the south and eai 
if the quadrangle. There is no appearance, I 
ibout.the pite, of an existing regal residenci 
L be in a sentry here and there walking his 
tost.?' The exiled monarch is surrounded, 
tending, by many French families, and ke< 
L court near his person. 

From Holyrood, we followed the stret 
^anongate by the -Tolbooth, and in its com 
ly High street, the Lawn Market and Ca 
o the castle. In this we vbited the Kegalif 
and, in the Jewel room, and the small, d 
vretched apartment, in which J-ames VI.. of 
tnd 1. of £Dgland,was born. The rock c 
he castle stands, is betw^n three and lour 
[eet above the sea, and forms a ctiif-liko ter 
:o the hill on which the old town principal! 
ft is accessible only on the east, in the dh 
Llie city, all th« other sides be'mg perpendici 
ramparts of the fortress overlook on every 
whole surrouDding scenery-; aod from then 
study as upon a map, the geography not onl 
tVie old and new town, but of the entire co 
and near, while at the same time you enjoyi 
most beautiful prospects in land and wat 
hills, valleys, aod mountiuns adorned at nu 
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by noble and imposing exhibitions of arcMtectui^ 
taste and beauty. 

A regiment of soldiers with a fine band, were <l 
parade in a lower court of the - castle, and beside 
witnessing the drill of an hour, we were gratified vii 
many soul-stirring pieces of martial music. 

Dn Chalmers is among those, at present abse^ 
from Edinburgh. One feason for making our « 
rangements so as to pass a Sabbath, here, was tb 
we might hare an opportunity of listening to his ek 
quence from the pulpit Disappointed in this, ^ 
yesterday morning directed our course to St. Georgel 
Chapel — the presbyterian cathedral, if it may be t 
styled — or the head church of the establishment i 
Edinburgh. We heard Mr. Martin, the pastor, M 
without any very special satisfaction. His sennd 
was good, but too scholastic and formal for my taste 
In the afternoon, I attended at St. Giles^ in the ok 
town — ^the church in which the Solem nLeague ao 
Covenant was subscribed and sworn to, in 1 643. !>' 
Gordon, a highly popular preacher of the city, gsv« 
us a sermon on -the character and piety c^" M<x^ 
marked with 'muck eloquence and sfnrituality. Th 
whole illustration of his subject was most happy, afxi 
its application pointed and impressive. Just after 1 
had t Aken my seat in the gallery, my shoulder "^ 
touched fiom behind, as 1 at first supposed, by sooo^ 
oflScer of the chiu*ch, to intimate that 1 had mad^ 
some inadmissible appropriation of a place to myself; 
but on turning suddenly round, I was most happy 
to meet the grasp of an American friend in the Rev- 
Mr. Colton, whose recent work on the Revivals of 
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le United States, has attracted much notice 
de the Atlantic. It b^ng our last day in Edit 
>r the present, he accompanied roe after won 
iir hotel for dinner, and passed the interval i 
I'ening service, with Captain Bolton and myi 
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Drive to Haddington by Porto BeUo and Mosselburgfa — ^Arrin!. 
Stephenston, and reception by Sir John, and Lady SiIlcU^^ 
Charaeteriatics of our host and hoit cm T heir fiunily — Tiat 
the Marquess of Tweeddale— Yester House and g^rounds — U:, 
Tweeddale and children — A walk through the glen, to t|ie m 
of the feudal Castle of the fanuly — ^Hobgobhn HaU and t 
superstitious legend giving celebrity tp it. 

Stephenskn Soude^ East Lothimy 
My 3i«f, 1832. 

DEAR YIRGINIAi 

I RECOLLECT to have mentioned in a letter fioc 
London, that Captain Bolton met Sir John Gordoc 
Sinclair at the palace of St. James. He is a pos: 
captain in the royal navy, and commanded the 
British frigate Doris on the Peruvian station, wha 
my friend was there in the U. S. ship Vincennes 
They were on terms of intimacy and friendship in the 
Pacitic ; and Sir John was most cordial at court ic 
his recognition of Captain Boltout and in the rec^p* 
tion given to me as his friend and travelling com- 
panion. 

We pledged ourselves at the time, for a visit to bini 
in Scotland, should Providence peripit, before a latf 
period of the summer. He then apprised os of a 
necessity on his part of going from home in August, 
to visit an estate at the extreme north of the kingdom. 

I 
I 



We intended to bave^been in il^oburgh at e 
late than that at which we arrived ; and wei 
.hat we might be too late to find him at boi 
-eaching the city, however, a note in the pi 
tvas waiting for us to hasten us onward, wit 
Lelligence thnt he should not leave for Caitl^ 
Lhe tliird of the coming month ; and would e 
at his seat twenty miles from the ca[utal, 
intervening time. We accotdingly took a po 
after breakfest yesterday for his residence, t 
sioii from which I now address you. 

The day was one of- the tiaest of the sumi 
the drive along the south shore of the Frith < 
through the villages of Porto Bello and Muse 
and thence by Tranent to Haddington, eightE 
from Edinburgh, truly delightful. The who 
of country intervening between the bay, 
hills of- LammeruiDor, which bound the | 
some fifteen or twenty milca to the south of il 
richly cultivated, constituting the section of 1 
try so well known for its agricultural luM 
under the interchangeable names of Haddinj 
and East Lothian. 

Stephenston is two mitee eastward from t 
of Haddington towards the sea; and it v 
o'clock before we passed its gates. Sir Jo! 
Lieut. Hay of the RoyftI Navy, a near re 
the family, who with a sister is at present hi 
fishing for trout in tbe Tyne a rapid thouj 
stream flowing through the ground near hit 
and, on perceiving our carriage, hastened ti 
the true " Highland welcome" he bad pro 
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London. He is an open-hearted, intelligent, bi 
noble-minded son of the ocean, and though near 
allied by birth and marriage to much of the ma 
distinguished nobility of the United Kingdoins, is dc 
less a nobleman by nature, than by blood. Stephen 
ton House^is the family mansion of the Barouets : 
the name and title, early inheiited by him as th 
eighth in regular descent. It is an old and aiassit 
but plain quadrangle of stone, stuccoed and whii 
ened. An hundred feet square, perhaps, with 
area within, and three stories high. The countr 
around is rich and beautiful, with some fine poinisr 
view from the house, but its situation, and that c 
the park and ground, are perfectly flat. 

With Lady Sinclair we had been prepared froa 
character to be pleased. Her reception of us wi^ 
most kind. She has been greatly distinguished fc 
her beauty, is still youthful in her appearance an 
possessed of many personal advantages. She was^ 
De Courcy, an only daughter of the late Hon. Adnih 
ral De Courcy, a brother of the Elarl of Kinsale whc 
enjoys exclusively you will recollect, the hereditan 
and Quaker privilege of wearing liis hat in the pre 
sence of the king. Of Irish descent, and educated 
ill France, she blends a native vivacity of mind 
with a polished frankness, sweetness and naivete of 
manners, seldom fwmd so delightfully united in the 
same individual. 

Their family consists of six children, sons and 
daughters between the ages of eight and fourteen, 
all well-trained, intelligent and healthful, and appa- 
rently worthy, in heart and disposition, the wans 
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Lffection with which they are evidently regarded by 
hem. Lieut, and Miss Hay, witli the gaverness of 
he young ladies, are the only inmates of the family 
Lt present, besides Captain Bolton and myself. 

Sir John laments that our visit is at a time vvhen 
several of the most intimate of his friends and neigh- 
dours, particularly Lord Elcho, the eldest son of the 
Earl of Wemyss and March, whose estate adjoins 
Stephenston, are absent from home, and the family of 
at least one other in circumstances of affliction to pre- 
vent its members from going into society. We our^- 
selves feebno anxiety on this point, and have hourly 
proof that we shall be abundantly gratified with our 
visit, should we see none others while here, but the 
home circle by which we are surrounded. - Our friend, 
however, does not design that this shall be the case. 
Yesterday the Marquess of T weeddale and Admiral 
Campbell, were invited to be^t dinner on our arri- 
val. The Admiral came; but Lord Tweeddale 
being prevented by guests at home,. we were invited 
to accompany Sir John to Yester, the residence of 
that nobleman, some five miles distant, this morning, 
and were accordingly, driven over by him in a pony 
carriage after breakfast. 

Yester House immediately adjoins the towA of 
Gifford of which the Marquess is the proprietor, and 
which gives the title of Earl to his eldest son. Its 
gates open beautifully, at the end of a street lined 
with old trees, into a, bright glade through which the 
drive gracefully winds, with an abrupt and charm- 
ingly wooded hill on the one hand, and ^ a noisy 
brawling stream of pure water on the other, its banks 
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being overhung with stately beech trees ^nrfaoa 
branches feather gracefully to the lawn on oa 
side, while they dip th^r foliage in the playfiil wat£9 
on the other, and throw their dwik shadows widel; 
over the velvet turf, brightly gleaming around. Tk 
is the general character of the approach for near i 
mile, though constantly increasing in beauty till tk 
house opens to the eye in fine efifect over a bridge 
crossing the water, with a loveliness and variety a 
foliage on one side on the level and up the side hill 
and a display of majestic old trees in the paik cm the 
other, which t have seldom seen surpassed. 

The mansion, now undeigoing extensive and great 
improvements, is a massive quadrangle of stooe pre^ 
senting a fine front, in the direction of Gifford. It 
was erected about a hundred years since by Adam^ 
is plain but spacious, with a central prqection oma^ 
mented with pilasters, and circular windows, and has 
a pediment embellished with sculpture, and surmount- 
ed by carved figures. The roof to which the present 
alterations are to extend, is in bad taste however, 
apd one of two wings originally attached to the mais 
building, little to its beauty, has been removed, and 
the other is soon also to be taken down. 

Besides LcMrd and Lady Tweeddale, we met io 
the drawing-room Lady Jane and Lord John Hay, 
a sister and brother of the marquess, Hon. Mr. Ham- 
ikon of the ducal fiimily of that name, a niece of the 
Earl of Dalhousie, and Gen. Sir Robert Scott, of the 
East India Company's service. The marchioness, 
a cousin of Sir John Sinclair, is a daughter of the 
Duke of Manchester. She is an uncommonly fine 
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coking woman, of sedate but pleasing and simple 
naniiers, and would scarce be thought more than 
wenly-five years of age, though the mother of ten 
children, the eldest being now sixteen. 

When we entered the dining-room to lunch, at 
^alf past one o'clock, eight of these were already 
:liepe at a table in the centre x>f the apartment, with 
X tutor and governess to preside, while that spread 
for the adult company was laid at one end, pi^sent- 
ing in the healthfulness and vivacity of then- looks, 
and simplicity of dress and manners, a most pleasing 
groupe. They seldom eat at the same table with 
the family, have early hours for their meals, tWs at 
which we were present being the dinner, and are 
served with the simplest diet, both in kind and variety, 
perhaps two dishes of plainly dressed meat, two of 
vegetables, and a dessert of pudding or something of 
the kind. 

On leaving the dining^^room, we directed our way 
to the stabling, to see the favourite hunters of the 
Marquess. Charles, the eldest' son of Sir John Sin- 
clair, a lad of ten, had apcompanied us from Ste- 
phenston, on a pony, the good qualities of which 
had been commented upofi after our arrival, in the 
hearing of Lord Giilbrd, a young gentleman about 
the same age. As we were approaching the stables, 
the latter c^me running towards me, full of spirit ^nd 
buoyancy; with the confideDl exclamation — ^*^ You, 
Mr. Slew art, 1 knaw will go to see my pony, after 
papa has shown his hunters ;*-he is a nice animal 
and handsomer, I thinks than my cousin Charles^B.^*^ 
*' To be sure 1 will," was my reply, and we at once 
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became great friends ; and after admiring his poir 
1 had individually in him a sprightly and interesd!!^ 
personal cicerone during the rest of our obsem 
tbns. 

LfOrd John Hay, and Admiral Campbell, who k 
joined us, afterwards walked a mile and a half : 
the retired and beautiful glen in the rear of the hou?; 
to the ruins of the ancient feudal castle of the Loni^ 
of GifTord, the ancestors of the family. Scott, wi 
bis magic touch, has, in Marmion, now stamped t 
with an interest never known before, or at least, lot 
very limited degree, by recording with its naoie 
legend of superstition, eariy attached to it In tk 
beginning of the third canto of that poem, he tliff 
introduces his hero to the vicinity of Yester : 

*< The llveloiig day Lord Mannioii rode^ 
The mountain path the Pahner trod« — 
By glen and streamlet winded still. 
Where slanted birches hid the rill. 
The noon had long been passed before 
They gained the height of Lammermocn' ; 
Thence winding down the northern way. 
Before them, at the close of day, 
Old Gifrord*s towers and hamlet lay.*' 



And after establishing him at the inn for the night 
in the host's taleu gives the origm of the name o( 
" Hobgoblin Hall,*'— by which the ruin has h^ 
been known — in the following lines : 



.(( 



Sir.Hugo,, then, our Lord, — 
A braver never drew a sword ; 
A wiser never at the hour 
Of midnight spoke the word of power. 
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HOBOOBUM BALL. 

The Mine whom andent recorda call 
The founder of the Gobub Hiee. 

I would, wr kiught, your Iraiger ttay |— 
Gave yottttutt ovem taniiTey { 
Of lo% roof, ind ample »ce, — 
BeneMh the cMtledeep it Iie«i 
To hew the living rock profound. 
The floor to pave, the arch to round. 
There never tsil'd a moHal rttd, — 
It all was wrought bj ward Mtd charm ; 
And I have heard n^ grandtire taj. 
That the wild clamour and afiraj 
Of thoM tead artizan* of hell. 
Who tabour'd under Hugo's apell. 
Sounded a* loud as oeean'i roar. 
Among the cavema of Dunbar !" 

The ruin occupies the summit of a high ) 
;ipitou8 bank, jutting out in a kind of penin 
he head of the glen, and overhanging the 
Howing through it. It is surrounded by 
wood, above which one or two old lowers al 
seen occasionally to peep. The apartment 
it, which is indebted to magical artizans lor 
Btruction, is a spacious and loRy arched hall 
entirely subterranean, and now almost fill 
rubbish and parts trf the ruin, though the ar 
is still unbroken. It was entered by a 
of twenty-four steps, and is said to- have cc 
eated Uirough a deep pit at the bottom of 
stair, with the waters of the stream below. 
Gifford de Yesto- died withia it in 1267 ; : 
traditi(Hially memwable as the last fortific 
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this country, which surrendered, to General Gn 
when sent into Scotland by the Protector Somery: 
The day has been one of the finest, in point 
weather, of the season, and the walk through : 
park and glen, enlivened by its babbling waters, v^ 
delightful. We reached Stephenston only m ti. 
to dress for dinner, at which, with Adnairal Can 
bell, we met Mr. Holden, of Haddington, an inte! 
gent and travelled gentleman, long interested in i 
Northwest Fur Company, and who was in t: 
United States with Captain Franklin, on bis retur 
from the polar regions. 



- 1 



BULL. 97 



LETTER XXXVI. 

A XOUriHO DklYB IV JMTBSAM, 

iell the seat of Mrs. Nesbit—Deflcription of the mansion and. 
girounds— -Reception by Captain Mansel and Mrs. Nesbit— IM- 
jeun^ and examination of the establishment— 'Mrs. Fergttyon'a 
drive — Arrival at the ruins of Tantallon Castle — Correctness 
and beauty of Scott's description of it in Marmion— Sea view 
from it including the Bass Rock — Golf-club of Haddington Shire 
— Account of the game of Golf— The Ring's body-guard of 
arcliers — ^Return to Stephenston— Conversationsl powers and 
manners of Lady Sinclair. 

SUpheruton Hoiae, East Loihianj 
Jiuguit 1, 1832. 

iJSlJLB. VIRGINIA^ 

The carriage was at the door this moroiog at. an 
larly hour aft^r breakfast, for the circuit of a princi- 
)al part of East Lothian ; — our party consisting of 
Ikiptain Bolton, and Sir John, Lieut* Hay, and my- 
self. 

Stephenston House 19 about eight miles westward 
From the sea ; and our first route from it was east- 
ward along the Tyne, toward the German Oceiui^ 
through a rich country loaded with luxuriant crops 
of almost every growth. At the end of five or six 
miles we entered the gates of Biell, the residence of 
Mrs. Nesbit, a lady of afl9uence and family distino 
tion in the neighbourhood. Like Yester, it is inton- 
ated in a small valley or glen, enlivened by a rapid 
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Stream, and ornamented on either hand by plais 
tions, and a fine park, extending over the hills bd 
on the north and south. 

The mansion, an embattled and castellated e 
fice, is a modem structuie of light-coloured freest: 
in the florid Gothic style, erected on the site of . 
old castle of the name, on the brow of a hill, fia 
which in the rear a succession of terraces lead do? 
the bank to a shrubbery and lawn in the glen, ore 
looked with its stream and bridges by the principi 
suite of rooms. It presents an imposing and bear 
ful facade in the exterior view, both in front as 
rear; and within, exhibits the most perfect keepic: 
as a whole, of any manbion yet examined by \^ 
The venerable mistress of the establishment ^ 
taking the air in a garden carriage, when we arrive: 
and we were received in the grounds by her nephec 
Capt Manzel of the army, his lady, and Aliss Mai^ 
zel, a sister. This gentleman became our conducts 
through the glen, and to a high point beautifulh 
wooded in the park, from which we enjoyed a m 
view of the castle and the surrounding country. Tk 
whole is in good taste, and a perfection of keeping. 

On our return to the house at the end of half an 
hour, or more, we were received in the drawing-roooi 
by Mrs. Nesbit, seated upon a divan, without rising. 
She is more than eighty years of age, but still full ot 
vivacity and sprightliness, and was most courteous 
to Captain Bolton and myself as strangers. Not 
withstanding her age, she presents a most striking 
resemblance to a full length portrait taken whea a 
girl of seventeen or eighteen, which forms one of the 
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ornaments of the drawing-room, and proves her to 
ha.ve been then possessed of uncommon beauty, and 
in a small horse-shoe bonnet of white satin, and dress 
in other respects equally antique, afforded a striking 
specimen, in her manner and whole appearance of 
a lady of rank of the ^^ old school/^ 

At half past one o^clock an elegant dtjeuni or 
second breakfast, was served in the dining-room, 
after which we were shown the^ entire establidiment 
from the sleeping apartment and dressing-room of 
Mrs. Nesbit herself, through a long succession of 
others for the accommodation of company, to the 
scullery, including the nursery of Mrs. ManzePs 
children, the butler's and the house4ceeper*8 rooms, 
servant's hall, plate room, kitchen, laundry, dairy 
and meat-house. The principal suite consists, 
besides a beautiful entrance to the dining-room, 
of an ante-room, drawing-room, library, and con- 
servatory ; and throughout the whole there is a com- 
pleteness of comfort, and a perfection of neatness 
and good-keeping, which 1 have never seen equalled ; 
not a spot was to be seen even where the servants 
were busily engaged in their ordinary occupations, 
in which any one might not willingly have taken a 
repast. 

We left by a long, straight avenue of great beauty, 
on the north, almost as imposing in its effect, as. the 
long walk at Windsor^ called '^Mrs. Ferguson's 
drive," afler an only daughter of Mrs. Nesbit, the wife 
of Lord Elgin, of marble memory, during his em- 
bassy at Constantinople, and now the lady of a 
member of parliament of her present nattie. 
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Our next point was the ruins of Tantallon Cas 
indebted so much in its modem interest to the gra 
of Scott in Marmion. The early morning bad ba 
rather hazy, but while at luncheon at Hiell, tk 
bad been a light shower, and now the ataiospiie 
was delightfully clear, and aflbrded distinct views 
the country in every directbn, especially of the c 
ferent ^^Laws^^ or bold and isolated rocks m 
which this section is peculiarly marked, and of Dor 
Hill near the town of Dunbar, from wluch Croc 
well enticed the Scottish general Leslie to his deled 
when he exclaimed, with characteristic phraseokf { 
on seeing the encampment of the hill given u:f 
^^The Lord hath delivered his enemies into or 
hands.^* 

Tantallon occu{»es a high rock juttinf^ into tk 
sea, about two miles east of North Berwick. It g 
not seen at any great distance, however, from tb 
elevation of land near the coast. It was a principal 
stronghold of the Douglass family in the days of 
chivalry and baronial pride, but reduced to a ruioh 
the C!ovenanters in 1639, its then proprietor the 
Marquess of Douglass, being a supporter of the 
royal cause. Immediately opposite to it, at a dis- 
tance of two or three miles stands ^^ the Bass'^ as it 
is called, a bold and seemingly inaccessible island of 
rock, its base constantly lashed with breakers,)!] 
the spray of which the gull and gannet are seen 
sporting as if the only tenants of its clifls. The isle 
of May, in the distance on the extreme left, with a 
coasting vessel here and there, and the wide sea 
were the only other directs in view. 
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" bearded the lion in bift den 

The Douglas in his haU!" 

it required little imagination to fancy the bero ar 
his charger springing from under the falling poftcs 
lis and over the rising bridge 

^ with Mtch scanty room. 

The bars, descending, grazed his plume ;'* 

I 

and to witness the taunts and menaces of deadly ha:"" 
poured by either party on the other alternately froc 
the battlements and the plain. 

It was intended when we left Biell, that our drin 
should be continued to North Berwick at the mouu 
of the Frith. The Golf-club of the county had ?tsr 
sembled for the morning there, and Sir John was it 
sirous that we should meet the company, and han 
an opportunity of witnessing the game. It became 
too late, however, before we were willing to tun 
away from the varied interest and wild sea-view d 
Tantallon; and for the time, we are content with a 
description of the sport. The Golf is an amiisemeot 
peculiar to Scotland — it is not dissimilar, however, 
to the game practised at the schools and colleges of 
America, called " bandy." Here it is of veiy remote 
antiquity, and like archery, has been revived very ex- 
tensively as a fashionable exercise and pastime. 
*^ The parties are one, two, or more, on each side. 
The balls used are extremely hard, and about the size 
of a tennis-ball ; and the club with which the ball is 
struck, formed of ash, is slender and elastic, having a 
crooked head, faced with horn, and loaded with lead 
to render it heavy. The balls are struck by the clubs 
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1 to small holes about a quarter of a mile, distant from 
ne another, and he or they whoconvey the ball into 
nese holes in succession with the fewest strokes, is 
leclared the victor." 

The ball, it is said, can be sent by a skilful and 
nuscular player, to an astonishing distance ; and an 
Loecdote is related of a gentleman, who upon a wager 
struck one from the Castle Hilljn Exiinburgh, into 
:lie highest part of the garrison, a height of above two 
hundred feet 

Before tlie invention of gunpowder, when archery 
formed a necessary part of training for war, the Scots 
were greatly inferior in the use of the bow and arrow 
to the English, so famed in this respect. James 1. 
of Scotland, while a prisoner in England noticed this 
fact, and on his restoration to Scotland, and to the 
throne of his father in 1 424, immediately procured an 
arct of parliament, enjoining all bis subjects from the 
age of twelve and upwards, to apply themselves fre- 
quently to the exercise of shooting with the bow and 
arrow, and directing bow-butts to be set up, and places 
for this practice to be marked out near all parish 
churches, and upon every estate the rent of which 
amounted to £lO. of the money of that time. Ever 
since, it has been more or less practised — ^till super- 
seded by fire-arms — as a necessary defence in battle 
and afterwards as an amusement. 

The most remarkable association of archers now 
existing, is that called " the king^s Body-Guard" at 
Edinburgh. It was formed in 167B, by a company 
of nobles and gentlemen, for the pur|X>se of reviving 
the practice, which had fallen into disuse, and has 
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been continued with little interruption to its annual 
meetings and prizes, ever since. During the visit of 
George IV. to Scotland after his coronation, this 
company performed the actual duties of a body-guard 
to their sovereign, receiving as an escort on his landing 
at Leith, flanking the throne on the presentation of the 
addresses delivered to him, and lining the state-rooms 
of Holyrood, during the levees, and drawing-room 
held in the Northern Capital. 

It was near night when we arrived again at Ste- 
phenston to dinner, by a drive sweeping in a different 
direction from that by which we reached Tantallon. 
Along much of the road we were delighted with 
varying and lovely views of the whole valley of the 
Lothians, from the Pentland Hills beyond Edinburgh 
twenty-five or thirty miles distant in the west, to the 
German Ocean in the east, and from the hills of 
Lammermoor on the south, to the mountains of Fife- 
shire, across the waters of the Forth, in the north. 

Lady Sinclair possesses the finest spirits; and 
during dinner, and afterwards on our joining her in the 
drawing-room, was so fascinating in her conversation, 
that, we lost even the music of the harp and piano, 
with which the young ladies and their governess had 
entertained us on the previous evening She in 
former years saw much of the first circles of France; 
and gave us the most lively pictures of its society in 
varied phases. The vivacity and sweetness of her 
manner are delightful, and her powers of description 
admirable. No portraiture which I have ever listen- 
ed to, or readt gave to me so perfect an image of 
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female beauty and loveliness, as one drawn by her in 
the liveliest feelings of affection, of a young friend of 
rank, now in Paris, from whom circumsrances have 
but lately separated her, and whose history in its 
vicissitudes, is perfectly a ^ romance of real life/* 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

TKATIL TEOX •TBFHBVITOV TO tTIKUVO. 

Take leave of Sir John and Lady Sinclair — ^Lieutenant and K 
Hay — ^Irith hanrett gatherers— Gosford Houae — CoUectkc*. 
painting*— Garden and shrubbery— Variety of aquadc birds- 
Aviary, and golden and silver pheasants — Earl and Countes 
Wemyss, and the La^es Charteri»— Lord Elcho— Drire 
Edinburgh — Visit to the Univernty-— Leith — Compariaon r 
tween the travelling by steamboats in Britun and Amezio- 
Passage up the Forth — Lady Elgin— Arrival at Stiiiuig>— Tj 
old town— View from the Castle Bock — ^The Castle. | 

Jtugutt4Uk, 18S% 
DEAR VIROINIAy -i 

Our leave-taking of Sir John Sinclair and fami!;. 
would have been truly painful but for the anticipatio:. 
of again seeing them, during a visit we have p/v| 
mised to the Marquess of Tweeddale, on our retun 
from the north, a month hence* Lieutenant Ua| 
and his sister left the same day for the residence a 
their father, Hay of Spott, in the neighbourhood of 
Dunbar, — he a sedate, unaffected, and kind-heartei! 
young sailor, and she an animated and intelligeo( 
girl of eighteen — with both of whom we have formed 
quite an acquaintance. 

Gosford House, a seat of the Earl of Wemyss ajv! 
March, is situated some six or seven miles from Ste- 
phenston, on the shore of the Frith of Forth. We 
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3re invited to take it in our way to Edinburgh, 

incipally to see one of the choicest collections of 

Lintings in Scotland — ^Sir John accompanying us on 

»rseback, to add to his other kind attentions that of 

I introduction to the Earl and Countess, and their 
mily. 

The harvest of the rich agricultural region of this 
action of the kingdom, is just about to commence. 
during it, as to England, thousands of the poor Irish 
3ck, besides great numbers of labourers from the 
[ighlands ; and we now met crowds of them along 
le road, seeking employment from the proprietors 
nd farmers of the vicinity. The competition in the 
Leamboats crossing the Irish sea^ at various points, 
as been such this season, that the regular charge for 

passage is only sixpence^ sterling, whereas it pre- 
iously has been three shillings and more. Whole 
amilies — men, women, and children,^-come over ; 
md there were not less than a hundred persons, of 
ivery age, hanging about the gates, as we drove out, 
ivaiting for the ringing of the bell for the servants'* 
iinner, when Sir John had ordered that they shoulcl 
be admitted to a gratuitous meal. 1 never saw so 
ragged, squalid, and miserable a looking set of crests 
tures, — though, it is said, and perhaps with truth 
that many disfigure themselves intentionally witK 
rags and clothes " all tattered and torn,'' the n\or 
surely to secure the sympathy of those from whon^ 
thev seek employment. 

We arrived at Gosford about one o'clock. XK 
father of the present Earl erected a noble mansi,^^ 
of Grecian architecture, the grand suite of ap^^^ 
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ments in which, was designed principally far tbei 
hibition of his pictures to the best advantage- ^ 
fortunately the ;»tone proved of such a nature, a 
the sand in which it was put up, taken from the sli 
near, so unsuitable from its moisture, and I 
to accumulate dampness, that it was scarce hoi 
before it became- necessary to abandon it as a 
dence. it is now left standing only for the accom 
dation of a part of the paintiugs, till an addition 
made to the old mansion house for their receptki 
shall be completed. 

Lord Wemyss is an invalid, and begged Sir Joli 
to be our cicerone, and do the honours of the placei 
him. Our first attention was directed to I be pictuns 
A principal part of them still reniahis in three statel; 
but otherwise unfurnished rooms, opening into eaG 
other, in the structure referred to, though many<i 
the smaller, and some of the most valuable of tbeti 
are now transferred to the walls of the drawing aiii 
ante-rooms of the present dwelling-house. As& 
whole, the collection, though less numerous tto 
many we have seen, ranks decidedly among theooo^ 
perfect and most choice. Some of the pieces ait 
truly fascinating ; and you find yourself irresistibif 
drawn to them again and again, after having before 
given, ^as you had thought, tlie last possible wota&il 
to them. A St. John, as the good shepherd, leadinS 
his flock, by Murillo, is of this character, and b^\ 
left an image and a moral in my mind which 1 trust 
I shall not soon forget The principal masters whose 
works are here met, are Claude Lorraine, — for one 
of whose landscapes, of only a cabinet size, the Ed 
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has been oSflfered ax thousand gtuneas* — Salvator 
Rosa, Leonardo, Da Vinci, MuriUo, Rembrandt, 
Rubens, Snyder, Cuyp, and Vanderveld. 

From viewing the paintings, we entered an exten- 
sive pleasure-ground and shrubbery, armnged and 
embellished in npyel and beautiful taste. The whole 
is of artificial formation, at very great expense, close 
by the margm of the sea \ «nd is quite a labyrinth of 
groves and walks, ornamented with fountains, statues, 
and grottoes of every kind of .material, shell-work, 
roots, and thatch. These are scattered among sheets 
of water, opening beautifully at different points, on 
which various kinds of water 1^1 and aquatic ani- 
mals, native and foreign, ^re seen filing amid white 
and yellow wat^-lilies, and other similar plants* 

We had almost lost our way in: this succession of 
objects of Interest and beauty, when a call was heard, 
ami reppatecL again |iad agaia, from a distant part of 
the grounds, whiph v^as soon recognized by Sir John 
as that of bis friend. Lord EJcho, who had just ar- 
rived from Fifeshire, on the way to his seat, near 
Stepbenston. The signal being returned, he was 
soon enabled to find us. He seems a cordial, warm- 
hearted, and intelligent man ; and after introducing 
a young gentleman, who was- with him« — Mr. Forbes, 
of Callender House, who is soon to lead one of his 
sisters to the altar, — conducte4 us to an aviary, for a 
sight, among other birds, of a number of beautiful 
golden and silver, pheasants. 

On returning to the house^ and entering the dining- 
room, to luncheon, in addition to the gentlemen, we 
had the company, of the Countess and b?r daughters, 

VOL. II. 10 
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— ^Lady Jane, Lady Caroline, and Lady hf. 
Charleris. Like moit other ladies of tharc 
whom we have roet« we found them noore simp!! 
dcess, more unaflected in mannera, and more ac< 
flible in convemtion, than ntany posaessing far j 
pretensions ta a boast of blood, and the g^ory oij 
name. 

Lord WemjrsSi a gentlenran ofthootd sdiool,^ 
most amiable and polite in his attenltions, hsses^ 
to remain the* day and night at Gosford, and extfl 
ing the invitation td a ^sit on our return fit)iD : 
Highlands* Lord £lcho also asked fyt a daj 
Amerfield, when we should be again in Loth 
He is himself 0oon to set offifiir a week with a fiie 
in the north, to whom we have letters ; and wit 
parting from os^ in expressing a hope that he nH^ 
meet us there, said, should this not be tbe case, i 
would at least prepare for us a ^^ lughland ^ 
come." 

The gates and lodge by which we left this isai 
sion open immediately on tfie beach, and the vief 
of the Forth sweepihg widely id] and both to i 
right and left, in the beauty and brightness of tk 
day, encircled by hiHs, with Edinburgh in tbe centiti 
and Avtfaur^s seat, the Castle Rock, and CaltoD Hi 
and its monuments, arranged near, as if by an arii\ 
for the best effect in a picture, was . as beautiful ^ 
its outlines and cotouring, as almost anything I h^ 
seen in any part of the world ; and called forth, i30tt 
from Captain Bolton and mysdtf, repeated exclaoia 
tions of admiration. The light blue smoke of-the citj 
spread a kind of transparent veil over the Castle Roctj 
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and fortress by which it is $urmoui>tedt which, with- 
out obscoriog, imparted aa atrial character to it, not 
aniike that of an iodagioary paiaoe floating agaioet 
the. sky. The whole drive of sixtew mitea tQ the. 
city of Preston Fanif, the aeeae of the' celebrated 
battleof the name in which the good, and tnrave Col. 
Gardiner fell, aiid by the towoa of Mosselburgh and 
Porto Bello, was as varied and deligbtibl iu it9 fea- 
tures: ef beauty and o\jjeGt^ of interest, as ^y we 
have receptly taken. 

Yesterday morning, bef(»re living Edinburgh, a 
second tiflde, we looked in upon the old parliament 
house, out of regaid to ^ its iissociatioc^ of historic 
interest) and then visited the uaiversity. It is vaca- 
tion, however, in this long celebrated and learned 
in^litutioR \. aad we bad only m f^xteripr view of the 
massive and npbie quadrangle of stone, in which the 
leoiqjres Of its distinguished pro^sors are deltv^red^ 
and its .Itbi^ry, muaeumf &c- .contaifled. The de- 
sign of the present structure, was given by Robert 
Adafli,^as early as 17S9, but the pile remained in 
an unfinished :state till, socne^een or sitxtecn j^ears 
since, and has only recently been completed. 

Mr. Grieve, the Amu^an Consul for Leith, had 
left his card wkh us before our vbitinEastLpthian, 
and we returned the call in the afteafncon, on our 
way to the' steamboat wharf at that port, to embark 
for this place.. Leith is quite a neat and pretty 
town, particidarly in its modern aecfions, and noW is 
but a continuation Of Edinburgh, to the wat^s of 
the Frith. It possesses several fiae pier^, but has 
little app^anaoce of a» active commercial port 
We met Mf. Grieve at a principal coffee house of 
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tiie place^ in which be poUtely showed us a readli 
room, and a suite of rooms in the same building i 
the assemblies held in the place during the winteS 

At three o^clock we, for a first time in C4 
Britain, commenced a trip by -steam on txxird i 
" Stirling Castle,*' plying daily between Stirling sj 
Leith. The ill accommodations for embarking, i 
long delay in starting after the appointed time, a:r 
a deficiency, and entire absence indeed, of the t 
pearance of ni^atness, comfort and elegance cbais 
terizing the boats of this kind in all parts of c 
United States, made us at once sensible that if th 
ware a sample of the accommodation tmd style 
travelling'by steam in the kingddm, we, in Americ 
were as far in advance of them in this mode of pe^ 
forming a journey, as they in England and Scotlaoc 
are of us in the excellence of their roads, and tk 
general comfort of their stage coacfa^. The taU 
laid, and the dinner served upon it, was scarce supe 
rior to tho^ which would be found by an accidenta 
passenger on board what are* called ^* tow-boai^*^ 
with us ; and such as \^een appetites only could fia\t 
made tolerable. 

The sail up the Forth must on a fine day be beau- 
tiful. But the weather now was cloudy and duU ; and 
much of the bold and mountainous scenery in the dis- 
tance, adding greatly as we are toki to its general ef- 
fect, was lost. The shores are lined with rich farms. 
and ornamented tit short distances by matiy handsome 
parks and seats, belonging to the gentry and nobility, 
parttcularty those of the Earl of Hbpetown, the Earl 
of Dunmore, Lord- Elgin, &c. &o. Lady Elgin , ac- 
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companied by a coMple d* young geatlomw, came oo 
board in a boat from her place. There was little ia 
her personal appearaooe or maaoer that would iq- 
dicate.the tidec} lady ; and those who judge the rack 
of others pridcipaQy by the dress io winch they ap- 
pear, would have been still tnore deceived. ^ In a 
coarse woolleii cloak of the Rob Roy tartan, and a 
comoion lodging straw bonnet, sjie would in America 
scarcely have been acknowledged as a compeer by 
the plainest housewife in the country* The know- 
ledge that hers was a marriage after a divorce, in the 
case of one of the parties — instances of which are so 
common in the British peerage— caused u^, it is pro- 
bable, to be more particular in our observatbns of 
har' ladyship, than we otherwise -might have been; 
and notwithstandipg a first impression fiom her gene« 
ral appearance, it was . very evident to ua before 
reaching.. StirUng, that she was a person of strong 
poiqts of character and of no inferior mind* 

As we approached Stirling, the Ochil hills on the 
right at a distance of three or four miles, added much 
to the beauty of the scenery, while the Castle, and 
rock upon wUch it is situated, very similar in their 
general features and aspect to those of Edinburgh, are 
fine objects to the^eye, many' miles before reaching 
them. The river for th^ last few milels ii^ exceed-^ 
ingly serpentine — so much.so, that the distance by 
water from Alloa is twenty miles, while in. a direct 
line, it measures scarce six-^and the banks low and 
marshy. At low water the steamboat cannot ap- 
proach the city nearer than three miles, and we dis- 
embarked from it at that distance, and entered a large 

10* 



114 msLiNo 

flat-bottomed row-boat, for the remainder of the 
trayel. 

We made little observatbp of the town lastoi; 
The old parts lie chiefly on the ridge of a hill asca 
iog gradually from the east till it terminates abnn 
in the west in the precipices of rock on which 
Castle stands like a crown. It 4ias an oM, crov^^ 
and not very cleanly or flourishing appearance 
these sections of it; but around the bases of (bel& 
along the itoads leading in difiereiit direc^ofi, th 
are many modem, tasteful^ and even elegant le 
dencesb 

The morning lias been as. favourable jbr a view 
the scenery and famed prospect from the Castle loc 
as the afternoon and evening were the reverse; as 
we have passed an hour or two upon the plaifbn 
and parapets of the fortress, and in gazing from * 
varied points, on the richness and beauty of la 
with great delight; and till, with JVfacneai, in 
poem of the " Links o' Forth,'* we were iewpi^ 
exclaim— r. 

**0\ grander fat than Windsor's brow ! 

And sweeter, too, the vale below. 

Where Forth'a uhrivalPd winding^ flow 

Through rariedgrain, 

Bright'ning, I ween^.wi' giitiering glow 

Strevlina's pisun. ^ 
• » * 

There, raptiir'd> trace (enthropM oii hie) 
The landsciqie stretching on the ee ' * 
Fme Grampian's height down to the sea 

(A dazzling view,) 
Com, meadow,' mansion, water, tree, 

"In varying hue !" 
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On the east, the view extends^ down the valley or 
strath oi the Forth, with a great display of agricul- 
tural richness add beauty along the windings of the 
river as iar as the eye can reach, and even to Edin- 
burgh itself. On the west k is scarce less extensive, 
and more bold and iroposingm its termination in the 
lofty summits of Ben Lomond, Ben Ledi, and Ben 
■Venue ; while on the north, aire the wild elevations of 
the Ochil Hills, and ins the sbittfa the- verdant and 
smooth swellings of the Campsie Fells. 

Unnamhered associationsof iiiterest are connected 
with the Castle. Its history, indeed, would be a 
history of th§ kingdom. For a thousand years, it 
was a central point in all the wars and contentions 
of the northern and .southern sections of the Island ; 
and around and in it many of the most memorable 
and bloody battles on record in the annals of the 
nation, have been fought It has witnessed many a 
scene of revelry and joy; and one act, at least, of 
tragedy and horror,, in the murder df the Earl of 
DojjglaS) by James Il«^ equalled by few in the history 
of regal treachery and bloodsheiL 

'A regimentofHighlanders garrisoned in the Castle 
gave us a first opportunity of seeing their . national 
cc^ume in the • land of their fathers. There are 
some, b^a^utiful walks cut in the side of the rock 
on the southland overhung with trees»and overlook- 
ing the former tilting ground^ and place of tourna- 
ments.on the plain helow. This Qow was enlivened 
to the eye, by the gathering of two cridteC clubs, one 
of Stiriing, apd another of Glasgow,-^which had 
come tweqty-six miles, on a challenge from the 
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former, for a trial of tbeir skill- iu this active \ 
popular game. Had it been our iutention to 
main here during the day, we might have taker 
neaiier view of their sport, than from the ' 
Bock^^ — so calledi from being that on which 
ladies of the court m ^ olden thnes,^ were accusi 
to affiemble, to- witness the contest of tbe 
below-— but this is notthe case. We are to tai^e 
coach, now momentarily expected to pass tlirocr« 
and which to be in readiness to moiipt, I must t 
ruptly close my present date. 
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LETTER XXXyilL 

AMMTWAL.AT QVUnmSAVUt HOUfS. 

The Flemings and Elpbin^tones of Cumbernauld — Hon. Admiral 
Fleming' — His politics and character — Mrs. Flemingand&mily— • 
Cumbernauld Hoiise and^gueAi — ^ViHage kirk and congregadon 
— Dissenters and field prcaehing — Drive to KirkintuUod^—Gra- 
ham^s D/ke — and vestiges of the Itoman possession — ^Drive to 
Glasgow — ^Prevalence of the Cholera — General view of the city 
— Col. and Mrs. Elpbinstone — ^Yisit to the Carron &on worlu-^ 
DunipacQ — Larbert House and Ghureh — Processes and furnaces 
At ^e Fonndxyr- Battle ground at Falkirk— Befucn to Cumber- 
naald — Sir James Colqidioua.- 

Cumbernauld Houu^ JknnhariofuMre, 
Aigua9ih,lB32. 

I^Aa ViBjfiXNlAy 

The estate from w4iicb my present letter is ad- 
dressed to you, has Tor hundreds of years been the 
patrimonial inheritaDce of the Flemings, a family 
whose blood, in the male lin9» termiBated in -the laet 
Elarl of Wigtoun, The only danghter of tins noble- 
man having marrii^ the then Lord Elphinstone, it 
became entailed in that family, on condition that the 
inheritor shoutd) with the possessions, assume the 
surname of Fleming/ 

Hon. AdmiraT Fleming the present proprietor, a 
descendaol from this marriage, is the second son of 
the late, and an uncle of the present Lord Elpbin- 
stone. He was in London during the month Cap- 
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tain Bolton and niysdf were therer and with a 
pitaiity. which is proverbialt engaged as te visit i 
at Cumbernauld, when we should be ia Scotlr 
Captain Bolton wrote to him firom Stephenstoo 
we should, if he were at Xome, be with him to 
on the 4th inst., after sleeping in Stiiiiog the 
ceding night : and such was his attenticm to the 
that we not only ^ received a message from bim h\ 
gentleman who joiDed the steamboat soioae 
below the town, expressing the pleasure he shoe 
take in weicomiog us, but oti landing, ibond }i 
Balfour, a naval. friend, waiting to conduct us 
rooms already engaged at the hotel, ascL with tv 
letters from the adcniral, to offer bis sfervices in sfaoi 
ing us any attention we might wish while io Stirlis 
Our host, is at present, nK>st busily oeeopiedi 
canvassing for votes in Stirlingshire, as a rebn 
candidate for parliameiit« in opposition to Mr. f ^ 
bes of Callender House^the young genllanptas metii! 
us at Lord Weipyfi8\ Apprised that be would ii^ 
avoidably be occupied in this service ob the day ^ 
pointed for our arrival till the houi^ of dfaoner, we A 
tkot leave Stirling tiH somp time in the aft^tKOoo, anc 
reached Cumbernauld, twelve ndiles frotn it, just ^^ 
the admiral had dismounted fiom'bis horse, after tbe 
ride of the day. He is between fifty and sixty yeai^ 
of ag^t.tall and dignified in bis figure^ and of simple 
but polished manners — still beaVs striking evidence 
of having been uncommonly liandsome tn ead; 
manhood, is pf strong and' intelligent mind, ^popuiai 
in his address, and of great political ipfluenee ip this 
section of the kingdom. 
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We were received by him on the lawn with gteat 
cordiality Bjid kindness, and after an introduction to 
Sir Thomas Livingston, Sir Gilbert Stirting, Colonel 
Hamik(H), fiL A., and Captiain Deare, R. N., who 
were oear him, and are guests with us at Ws table, 
were conducted' to the drawing-room, to Mrs. Fle- 
ming and her daughter, and Miss Thoiiipson, a cjever 
and accomplished girl, a- near relative of the admi- 
ral's from the neighbonring county orClackmannar. 
Mrs. Fleming is a Spanish lady,r-an Andalusian,— 
partaking in no small, degree^ of the .t)eauty and 
^vacity for which her countrywomen are famed. 
Sheb;yet scarce thirty yeans' and would be taken 
for an elder sister, rather thaa for the mother of Miss 
Fleming, who is^ready entering into society^ with 
fall claimain intelligence, and maturity of character^ 
for a share in the attentions expected from it. John 
Elpbinstone, it son of thirteen, and three younger 
daughters, with the Rev. Mr. Patrick, the tutor, and 
Miss Powell, the governess — who form a part of the 
drawing-room circle in- the evenmg-^constitate the 
remaining inmates o)* the bouseb6ld. 

The hotise is a fine, elevated, and spacious man- 
sion of stdne, in. Grecian architecture; erected tiear 
a hundred yean» since, from ^ design by Adam the 
elder. It stands in a park, on the acclivity of a iSnely 
wooded giepi and hds a spacious ball, and an old 
staircase' Reading to the drayving-room, wainscoted 
with cedar, and a library, in similair finish, adjoming 
it. Some of the trees around it are of uncommon 
age and beauty. - * ^ h ..' 

The village of Cumbernauld is scarce a quarter erf* 
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a mile distabtf on the opposite ade of tfie puhKc road 
from Stiflingt which branches into two ^ear it«--^>oe 
leading <m the right towards Glasgow, and the other 
on the lefl^ into Lanarkshire* The fiianly aUend its 
kirk ; and on the Sabbath, the \veatber being fine, 
we had a first opportunity of ipeeting a country con- 
gregation in Scotland. The assembling of the peo- 
ple was -an int^r^ng sight . With .the exception of 
the admirars iDarri&ge, not a vehicle or liorae was to 
be seen, but long' lines of people, of bothse'xest and 
of every age,, marked the roads :and pathways, in 
every direction, reouDdibg me forcibly of scenes of 
a similar character amb^g the lalaDders of.th&Sopth 
Seas, each person here, as : there, carrying with them 
in their hands' or pockets, small editions of the Bible, 
and hymn books. 

The kirk^ a low^old building bf stope, is small and 
badly constructed,, and more rude id its whole Mpect 
than almost any -house of worship J .ever noticed id 
America, even in the most remote and obsei^:e sec- 
tions of the country. The whole co|:^r€gatioQ^ with 
the exception of ^ fainily or two 'occupying pews 
near that of the admiral, was of a corresponding «x- 
terbr, and most bundle and i^ustiq in their apparent 
character. JMost of those init belonging to the vil- 
lage,, are manufacturers, — principally weavei? of 
dama^ andxliaper linen for tablecloths and mipkins, 
articles of which of the finest texture, and the ^eatest 
beauty, are daily exhibited on the table of our host, 
the workma^nsbip of the liumble tenants of his \il- 

lage« 
The- seats of honoiir in the kirks are in the !galle- 
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ries. These are entei^od at Cumbernauld by flights 
of stone steps on the oatside of the building ; and the 
pew of the admiral, lined and carpeted, and furnished 
with chairs in place of wooden seats, occupies tlie 
entire front of that opposite the pulpit. The present 
incumbent at the manse, is an old bachelor, and by 
no means an interesting preacher, if the sermon of 
the day be a fair specimen* The people seemed at- 
tentive, but not strikingly . devout ; and the psalm- 
singing was anything but harmonious. 

The Presbyterian Church, under the direction of 
the General Assembly, is here, you know, the esta*^ 
bitshed church, while the Episcopalians, as well as 
the Burghers, and Anti*Burghers, and other secta* 
nana are styled ^ Dissenters.^^ There was field* 
I»peaching just across the pai^, by some class of these 
in the afternoon— «nd 1 attended. The. collection 
of people amounted only to some two or three hun- 
dred. There was great order and propriety in their 
whole appearance, — some standing, some being 
seated on the turf, and others lying down on the side 
of a gentle rise of ground, at the foot of which, the 
preacher, in a rough wooden box or stand, delivered 
an excellent and impressive discourse. Ekich ind>» 
vidual, male and female, almost without exception, 
was furnished with a small Bible, in wluch the illus- 
trations and arguments from Scripture, of the speaker, 
were followed with a fiicility which indicated a per* 
feet familiarity with the volume. The exercises 
were continued by diflferent ministers till sunset, the 
people, especially the younger portions, going and 
ooming during the time at their {deasure, and not ud- 

vol.. n. It 
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fifequently, as I observed, directing tteir v^ny to i 
inn, belonging to the admiral, and kept by a fons 
batler of his establishment, just at hand. 

Field-preaching, though so very orderly, is b? 
regarded by those of the established church io ga 
ral, much in the light in which many with us km 
tipon the camp-meetthgs, con^mon in the Uoii'i 
States ; and Sir Gilbert StMing was the only ooe^ 
the ccMflpany who felt disposed to join me io « 
tendance upon it I 

Admiral Fleming is so deeply engaged at presaj 
in the politics of this and the adjoining couoties, tin 
he is necessarily sometimes off before the breakfal 
hour, to meet some appointment in reference to \k 
subject, or to effect some object important to the suf 
Cess of the cause he so warmly espouses. This wc 
the case on Monday ; and Mrq. Fleinii^ was kim 
enough to take us a drive of some twenty miles id 
the morning, going by one route to Kirkinlullocii 
and returning by another along the Campae H\k 
and by Kilsyth. KirkintuUoch is a very anciet 
town, — its- charter having been granted by Wiiliajn 
the Lion, King of Scots, to the Lord of Cumber- 
Daukl, in 1 170. Near it, as is likewise the caseio 
tlie intervening distance to Cumbernauld, there are 
vestiges of the celebrated Roman wall, known b; 
the name of >^ Graham^s Dyke,*^ from iiaving been 
first broken through, it is said, by a heroic claosiiMD 
of the name. 

This work extended from Abercorn on the Fridi 
6f Forth, to Dunglass on the Ftith of Clyde, and 
was ereotad as a barrier agsunst the unconqyemi 



Caledonians of the north in their incarsions upon the 
Roman dominions of the south. ' It was firstprojected 
by Agrioola, and compteted by the Roman Prtetor 
serving under Antoninus Pius. It was forty feet in 
width,' with 8^ ditch of great depth and width in front, 
and besides a fort or station at every half mite for iti 
defence, was so marked out as to ha ve.the additional 
security of a chain of impiissable morasses before it* 
A section of it is quite traceable near the town of 
Cumbernauld : aixi not far distant near an old struc- 
ture called Castle Carey, now occupied as a farm 
house, are the remains of a Roman camp, fiodd 
wbio}i, calcined wheat has within a few years beee 
dug. , 

Yesterday the Admiral was engaged to attend a 
political meeting, some miles beyond Glasgow, four* 

toen miles acm th' W eatward fr o m hia rcard^nce, and the 

ladies and several gentlemen, ourselves among others* 

accompa^nicd him half the distance, for a drive. 

. When we started, Captain Bolton and myself had 

no thought of proceeding farther, but the admiral 

proposed that we should go as far as Glasgow, for a 

peep at tlie town, though the cholera, is prevailing 

with great fatality in it, and take an afternoon coach 

in time to return to dinner, which, is seldom served 

earlier than eight o'clock^ We accordingly kept 

our seats in bis pheeton as far as that city. 

, It is the most populous, next to London, in the 

United Kingdoms ; and its public buildings and 

streets, tliough destitute of the aristocratic air and 

magnificence of those of Edinburgh, are altogether 

more striking and impressive, than 1 bad expected to 
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find them. We saw almost everytlnag, bowers., 
great disadvantage. There-bad been sixty and ei^' 
deaths fiom the cholera on the two precedingdaysr a- 
more than a hundred new cases on each ; and an : 
of anxiety and gloom was perceptible in the strcr 
many of which were being washed and purified, z. 
others seemed entirely deserted, little calculated ; 
a happy impresmon on the fedings and roeoMr 
The tower and spire of its ancient and lofty cafi" 
dral and a column surmounted by a statue of Kjk 
are conspicuous objects in entering it in the dse 
tion we came, and its new exchange is one of tt 
most rich and beautiful specimens of corinlhe: 
architecture we have seen in Great Britain, b 
principd hall is a magnificent apartment, and fiDe: 
us with admiration by the symmetry and elegance 

of its proportions, and tho tast^aiid finish of its ivofk 

manship. We here for a first time since leavio£ 
London, met with a regular file of American news^ 
papers, and from it learned the appearance in Caj 
nada and in New York, of the pestilence which k 
now desolating Glasgow with its poisonous breath. 
Ere this its visitations probably are as extensive aod 
fearful amidst our friends in various sections of the 
country, as they have been, and still are here and ia 
other sections of the world. 

After lunching with us, and introducing Mr. Mur- 
ray a friend resident in the city, to shew us anything 
of interest in it. Admiral Fleming took fresh horses 
for the remainder of bis journey. Many of the new 
parts of the town are neat and' beautiful, being 
ornamented with squares, in one of which is a fioe 
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statue to Sir John Moorte, a native of the city, and 
having an extensive open promenade, called the 
Green^ on the borders of the Clyde, at its western 
end. Mr. Murray, our conductor, after giving us a 
general view of these, led us through a new house, 
which is just being conrpleted for him, as a specimen 
of tbe interior of most of the dwellings of respect- 
ability in modern style of the city. It is very similar 
in its dimensions and finish to a modern bouse of a 
second class in point of size in New York, — ib% 
drawing-rooms, however^ as, is udversally the case 
here, being on. the second floor. 

On returuii^g to Cumbernauld, we found an addi* 
tion to the company of the house in Col. and Mrs. 
ElpbinstDne and children, on their way from a visit 
in tbe Highlands, to the south of England. CoL 
Elpbinstone is a cousin of the Admiral. He served 
in the batde of Waterloo, was taken prisoner on tbe 
first day, and personally interrogated hy Buonaparte 
while tbe prospect of victory was still with him. We 
are much pleased with him. Mrs. JEj^phinstone also 
is an interesting addition to tbe circle of guests. She 
kt amiable and clever, in the English use of the 
word, the only daughter and heiress of tbe late 
Admiral BuUer, and a near relative on tbe mother^ 
nde, d" the Van Coiirtlaodd of ISTew York. She 
q)eakd of the drciunstance witli intsreat,andBhowed 
me a small seal beatit^ly sett which was {ueaented 
by WashingUHi, to Geneial Van Courtland, aa^ bg 
Um bequeathed to her mother. ^ 

This moniBiga party was formed to visit the cele* 
bratediron wodcsof Carreiitthefooiidiy Itt which all 
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the guns for British naval service, are cast ; and by 
twelve o^clock we were off in a barouche and 
phseton, our number consisting of Admiral and Mrs. 
Fleming, Col. and Mrs. Elphinstone, Miss Thomson, 
Captain Bolton, Captain Deare, and myself. The 
Carron foundry is seven or eight miles from Cumber- 
nauld, in the north east. The river which gives 
name to the establishment is not unknown in history 
or song ; and is a small stream pouring its waters 
into the Forth. The country is more interesting 
and fertile in this direction than in any other drive 
which we have taken in the neighbourhood. On our 
way we passed by the hills of Dunipace, two artificial 
mounds of a circular shape, some sixty feet in height, 
the origin of which is lost in obscurity. It has been 
supposed, that the meaning of Dunipace is ** hills of 
peace,^^ and that these eminences were raised to Com- 
memorate some distinguished compact of peace. 
Others suppose the* true interpretation to be " hills of 
blood,^\and that the mounds were erected over the 
graves of those who had fallen in some bloody^ 
battle, to perpetuate its sanguinary result. What* 
ever their origin may be, they have a- singular and 
pretty effect hi the midst of the ground, ia which they 
stand. 

The village of Larbert within a mile of Carron, 
is prettify «tuated« and remarkable now for the 
beauty of a new church, of light stone^in Gothic 
architecture. Larbert house, an extenave and ele- 
gant mansion of Sir Gilbert Stirling, surrounded by a 
handsome plantatimi, is also a conspicuous and oma* 
mental object in the scenery at this fifpot« • 
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At Carron we witnessed with much interest the 
whole process of smelting and casting in various 
articles, from some of the smallest utensils of domes- 
tic and agricultural use, to eighty-four pound cannon. 
The establishment is immense, and the number of 
persons constantly employed in its various operations, 
amount regularly to eight hundred and a thousand. 
The furnaces are truly terrific in their .blasts and 
imageiy; and in looking in upon their whitened 
glow of intense heat, and listening to the horrid 
menace and roar within, I felt a- shudder come over 
me, and a vibration of nerve, which I do not recol- 
lect to have experienced at either time in which 1 
have been in the very depths of the Volcano of 
Hawaii? surrounded by the smoke and flames, the 
stifling gases, and muttering lavaof its frightful lakes 
and cones. ' 

It was not known to the agent or workmen during 
this inspection^ that Capftain Boltoa and myself were 
Americans, and of the United States naval service, 
or, as we were afterwards told^ it would have been 
doubtful whether even' the broad pennant of the 
Admiral could have secured us the free admittance 
we received. And we might have been under the 
necessity of comforting ourselves in the exclusion 
with the humour, if not the phraseology and spirit of 
the lines in which Burns, under similar circumstances 
at the same place, once vented his feelings — 

<* We cam na here to mw your works 
In hopes to be mair wise, kc» Sec." 

In the drive of two miles farther to Falkiik, we 
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passed near the ground of the celebrated battle 
1298, between the English under the cooimaod 
Edward L, and the Scots led by Wallace and i 
companions) Stewart of Bonkhill and Sir John G| 
bam, and which resulted so disastrously to the n 
tunes of Scotland. We took luncheon at a hotel i 
Falkirkjbut had little opportunity of making any a 
servation in it, beyond the drive through the princip 
street The prospect frotn the hill immediately befaii 
the town, is said to be exceedingly beaatiful, scait 
surpassed by that from the Castle of Stirling itseil 
The scenery on our return by the villages of Dem 
and Boimy brigs, was rendered doubly delightful, froo 
the transparency of the atmosphere. We reaches 
Cumbernauld (mly in time for a dinner at nine o'clod 
at which, among two or three additiontil gue&»ts, wai 
Sir James Colquhoun of Rossdoe on Loch Lomond 
one of the most princely residences and estates io 
Dumbartonshire, whais as warmly enlisted in pot 
ticB on the side of the Conservatives, as our distio- 
bost is on that of Reform. 
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the people-rBetum to Cumbernauld. 

J^igM lOik, 1832. 
>BAR VIBOINIAy * 

Yesterday moroing^ 1 • waa off with Admiral 
Fleming and Mr. Miller his factor or man of busi- 
[\ess, at an early hour, in an excursion for the day, 
mr object being to attend a cattle show of the High- 
law! Agricultural So(iiety at Drymeni some twenty 
miles north-west from Cumbernauld, at the entrance 
of ibe Highlands. 

After passing KirkintuUoch, the route led us by 
Caropsie along the Campsie hills, through Strathbane, 
Dunreath^ and Killeam. At Campsie there is a 
pretty church, and an extensive and profitable manu- 
factory of alum ; and Killeam is rendered conspictt-. 
ous in the landscape on every side, by a lofty obelisk 



erected in honour or BuchanaD tbe poet, who was 
native of tbe place. From the neighbourhood oft; 
town, tbe mountain scenery toward the north, «1 
Ben LfOmond, towering to the height of more U<i 
three thousand feet in the centre, is noble and 

poring. 

Dry men is a small viUage, belon^ng with most 
the surrounding country, to the Duke of Montis 
whose principal seat in Scotland, Buchanan Hots 
lies within tbe distance of a mile or two from it, ^ 
tbe banks of Loch Lomond. It is chiefly distinguis 
ed, I believe, as the birth place of Napier of He 
chiston, the celebrated inventor of Logarithms. 

Alighting at tbe inn, we walked through tbe to«: 
to a field at its farthest extremity^ where the catk 
were to be exhibited^ Tbe judges were alrac 
pronouncing their decision in reference to tbe uierii 
of the different animals presented. Sonne of these 
were fine beasts ; and 1 am told, that the associatia 
has been highly successful in improving the stock tf' 
the surrounding country. It is only a few years siotf 
the horses and cattle of the wliole of the Highlaixk 
weie of the most inferior kinds ; but, from the geoeni 
interest excited by tbe club, a gratifying and sur 
prising changs has already taken {dace*. The asseoD- 
blagc of farmers and their sons, and in some instancfi 
their wives and daughters also, was respectable ; and 
many of the roost influential gentlemen in the shiref 
of Stirling and Dumbarton, proprietors and prob 
sional men, clergymen and lawyers^ were collected 
onthegiound. 

The motives of some deeply interested b tbe aob 
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cipated new election of members of parliatne^t, in 
being present on the occarion were not^it is probable, 
exclusively connected with the ostensible object of 
tlie meeting ; and I thought I could discern a good 
deal of activity in the friend^ and sapporters, both of 
the conservative and reform parties. The Admiral 
did not find hitnseif alone in the cause h^ has 
espoused ; and Captain ,Forbes of the Guards, a 
brother of Mt. Forbes of Callender, appeared, proba- 
bly as a representative of hia brother, under the pa- 
tronage of the Marquess of Graham and Lxird Wil- 
liam Graham, the sons of the Duke of Montrose. 

My friend, aotwitlistanding the numbers of politi- 
cal adherents crowding KNind him, not only found 
time to make me acquainted with the moat interesting 
of the gentlemen present, but, aware of a desire to 
gain a pee^L at Lioeb Ix>mond, stole away from them 
in his usual kindnesdofheart, to guide me half a mile 
to a point just west of the town,fix>m which there is 
a distant view of the lower end of this celebrated Jake. 
As thus seen,.over the park aiid pleasure grounds of 
Buchanan House, encircled by blue mountains, and 
studded with green and tufted islands, it is beautiful 
indeed ; and reminded me of some of the finest 
Atn ican scenery of the kind. 

A public ditooer, to whidi some 6% gentlemotsat 
down, was given at tlie inn by the eluix The foohh 
was small, and the lable so crowded, that insooie 
cases three genlleinen weie under the necessifty of 
being content with two; diaiffa^ and the deficiency of 
glasses and other artieks^suoh, that in tike uMinner, 
one was necessarily used 4iy two and three. There 
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was. no silver or even triplo-tined forks — artki 
placed by some travellers ainoiift: the most promiin 
marks of ctvilizatioo^-Hfior anything iii the wlvj 
entertainment, indeed, difllering fKoni tiie generals! 
of a public dinner in the most obacuie villages of:^ 
United States ; and some of the gentlemen nearfl| 
sportively said to me, that tl)ere was now a fioe i 
portunity forme, as an Amejrican, to draw, a pictir 
from high life in Stirlingshire, which would be aj± 
connterpart to some of the caricatures which lui 
been given to die world of the liabtts and manneisi 
my countrymen* 

Sir Archibald Campliell, the president, was sq 
ported by the Marquess of Graham on the riglit,iu 
Lord William Graham on the left, the Rev. D 
Graham, minister of Killeam, acting-as vice pres 
dent, orcroupier, as here styled,, with Adminil Fit 
ming on one side, and Captain Spiers, of lncb,fi 
the other ; while the Rev. Dr. Maclarlane, principi 
of the university of Glasgow, occupied the centred' 
one side, and the minister of Drymen the seat 
positP. 

Though the best feeling does not at present exist 
between the Whigs and Conservatives, and the con'' 
pany^ was composed almost equally of both, \^ 
whole repast went off very agreeably, and gfwrf 
courtesy was shown towards each other by the pit)- 
minent individuals of each party. After havi(f 
drank tathe King and the CUieen, to the Higblaoi 
Agriculturai Society,— which toast was followed ^ 
a speech from Sir Archibald, as president of the 
elub, to the DulcB of MiMStrose, as its patron, a coffi' 
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ptiment acknowledged by the Marquess with a re* 
gret that illness bad detained his father, not only from 
the meeting, but from this sectioo, of the kingdom^ 
the president gaira the Royal Navy, and the ^ dis« 
tingui^ed and gallant admiral'^ with whose com- 
pany they were favoured. This brought a handsome 
and appropriate address from Admiral Fleming, 
who in a return of courtesy, gave ^ Her Grace, the 
Duchess of Montrose, a patrotiess among her sex, 
of the objects of the HigUand Club, and of 
every improvement in the domestic economy of the 
country honoured by her Fesidence,^^ or something 
oflhe kind, periiaps of a more complimentary charac- 
ter, bringing the h^ apparent of the dukedom again 
upon the floor. 

1 was listenifng very composedly^ and with much 
interest, to all this, and observing with pleasure the 
kindness of feeling predominating over the asperity 
of political opposition, when, ta my utter astonish- 
ment, I heard *^ The Rev. Mr. StewaH, and the 
United States o( America, with all the honours,'^ 
announced as a next toast, from Sir Archibald 
Campbell, and some aeknowledgment of the recog- 
nition of my country, independent of the civility to 
myself, of course became necessary on my part I 
am far from being aujbit in the promptitude and tact 
requisite in ^ch a case, but made out -a few mo* 
ments of something, the general character of which 
may be surmised from the reportof it, jestingly given 
by the admiral to the ladies, on entering the drawing- 
room, at Cumbernauld, just at midnight. ** O ! you 
know not how nweh you have all missed by not 
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going with us to Dryroen to^lay.^^ ^^ Ah ! what 
it ?^^ '^ Why a speech from Mr. Stewart, and < 
excellent speech too, I can assure you-K>iie wbid 
hope we shall not forget ; — he bade us take good a 
while improving our stock of cattle, not to let 
animal g?t in advance of the man !^' father a c& 
cise abstract, I confess, but scarce less true to : 
orig'mal) than speeches reported by stenograpfae 
often are. 

To^ay a jubilee has been held in all the pnodp^ 
towns of Scotland, except Glasgow — ^where it Id 
been omitted from the ravages of the cholera,-: 
celebration of the triumph of reform ; and we ha^ 
been much gratified in witnessing the spectacle as 
proceedings connected with it in Stirling* 

We were off^in a phaeton, and barouche and foe 
by nine o^clock, having the addition to our partjc 
the Hon. Mr. Murray, a younger son of the Earh 
Dunmore, and grandson of the Iftte Duke of Hm 
ton. He joined us at Carron, the day we inspects 
the iron-works and foundry, and has ance been i 
fellow-guest at Cumbernauld. He is the most ii^ 
teresting young man we have met since setting oi 
from Londop-Mseemingly not niiore than tweol; 
years of age, though in truth, some three or four-aiKJ- 
twenty — and distinguished by much talent and 
cleverness. ^ He is a candidate for parliament at 
present, as a Reformer, for a half-dozen boroughs Id 
the neighbourhood, entitled to a member;. and bas 
the political patronage and friendship of Admiial 
Fleming. All the ladies of the party, and all tbe 
gentlemen, — with the exception of the admiral and 
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myself— the servants, postilionsy and horses, wore 
badges and bows of blue ribbon. The ladies wished 
the admiral to mount at least a breast-knot of the 
favourite colour ; but he laughingly said, ^ No— my 
principles, like those of Mr. Stewart, are too well 
known to require any such demonstration.^* 

The rooming was bright, promising a fine day, and 
we drove off in great buoyancy of spirit The stage- 
coaches met and passed, on their respective routes 
to and from Glasgow and Stirling, were decorated 
with green branches, bannens, and flowers; and 
every cottage and hamlet by which we drove dis- 
played in its doors and casements the same emblems 
of joy. The villages, though chiefly deserted by the 
inhabitants who had flocked to the towns, were 
wreathed in garlands and evergreens, and in some 
cases exhibited lofty and tasteful triumphal arches. 
The carriages were greeted everywhere, as they 
passed, with smiles and salutations of pleasure, by 
the few women and childi^n remaining at their 
homes, and not tinfrequentiy were cheered with long 
huzzas. 

About two miles from Stirling we entered Ban- 
nockburn, a name and place harmonizing well in its 
associations with a day of triumph ; and the scene of 
the battle which secured to Scotland independence, 
and to Bruce a crown, was pointed out to us. 

Unfortunately a very sudden and unexpected 
change in the weather took place just as we were 
entering Stirling. A driving rain came upon us be- 
fore a fresh south wind, threatening an entire disap- 
pointment in the pleasure of the day, hot only to our- 
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selves, but to thousands seen on every ade, mab 
their way on foot and in carts to the same poo 
Notwithstanding the rain and open eaxriaees, 
which we were, idstead of proceeding to a hotel, « 
drove to the wide plain on the south of the to^vn u 
castle, formerly tho scene of the toumamedts as 
sports of the court, called ^* the King's Park,^^ wba 
the procession was to be formed previous to it 
walking through the town. Despite the weather, tk 
scene presented on entering it was one of the moc 
animating and imposing of the kind, I recollect eve 
to have witnessed ; such was the vastness of tk 
multitude, the number^ splendour, and gaiety of tk 
banners floating widely in the wind, and such tk 
bursts of joyous music at every point, frooa the ba^ 
pipes and militaiy bands stationed at the head of tb 
villagers and townsmen from which they came. Tk 
effect being heightened to us, no doubt, by a dee( 
sympathy, — from the personal friendships we have 
learned to feel— -in the honours following the appear* 
adce of t|ie admiral, by cheer upon cheer at em^ 
step advanced by hims till every voice seemed uoited 
in the greeting with which he was hailed, and he was 
compelled by it to forsake his carriage, to escape 
such marked observation. 

The Indies were soon joined by Mr. Stalwart of 
Stewart Hall, and by Col.CaQenderof Craigfortfa,a 
young gentleman similar in* his character we are told 
to Mr. Murray, of whom I have sp(Jcen, and the 
popular candidate on the side of reform, as a repre* 
sentative in parliament, fix>m the county of Argyi 
With the exception of these gentlemen, and the 
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family with which we were, there was scarce an in- 
dividual, 1 believe, of the aristocracy of the country 
on the field. In general^ this dass are more or less 
decidedly of the conservative party. BeKeving that 
the reform bill, in its tendency, strikes at the very 
foundations of the government^ and will ultimately 
in its consequences lead to the overturn of the empire, 
to universal suffrage, the abolition of an hereditary 
peerage and the law of primogeniture, they -look 
upon its enactment as a cause x>f regret and sorrow ; 
and are rather disposed to wear sackcloth on the 
occasion, than to appear in garlands of flowers and 
badges of blue. 

The procession, which must ha^e numbered quite, 
if not more than,- ten thousand persons, was mar-, 
shalling at the time, and Boon left the ground for the 
town, in fine order. The clouds at the same time 
broke away, and the sun burst forth in all his bright^ 
ness, giving full eflect to the brilKaflcy of the specta- 
cle. All the various artizans of the surrounding 
country appeared in distinct bodies, each bearing the 
badges and the banner pf its respective craft, and 
each being led by a band in gay and tasteful dress, 
or by a company of pipers, in the Highland costume 
of kUt and plaid, sending forth from their instruments 
the soul-stirring pibrochs of the land. The magis- 
tiates of Stirling, with the Lord Provost at their head, 
accompanied by Admiral Fleming, Cdonefl Callen- 
der and Mr. Murray, closed the long column* 

The carriages followed as far as the first hotel ; 
wherewith the ladies we partook of a hasty luncheon, 
and returned to the plain again, before the pageant 

12* 
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had made the circuit of the town. A hustings \ 
large platform, some eight or ten feet in height, b 
been erected in the centre, fi>r the accommodatioD 
the magistrates, other leading persons, and the speai 
ers of the day. To this, Mrs. Fleming and her pan 
were conducted in time to witness from its elevatk 
the return of the procession, its entrance by a i?td 
sweep upon the field, and the encircling, by its thx 
sands in beautiful display, oS the platform, to wbic 
those having the entre^ were received, while the baod 
took possession of an enclosure around it, furnisha 
with a rail to guard against too close a pressure c 
the crowd. The coup d^ceil of the scene at tH 
time in the brightness of the day, was truly magni^ 
cent, and the strains of triumphant music coming oe 
the ear from many points in the long range of tbofr 
sands, in associatioD with the nature of the festival 
thrilling and irresistibly exciting. E^ch body as i: 
came up and filed off on either side, planted its \m 
ner in the ground, or elevated it to the . comers 
sides of the hustings, till the whole was encircled 
overhung with a gorgeous drapery of silk and gold 
Everything was arranged and conducted with the 
greatest order send regularity, and in a few minuta 
the splendid line which had- just encircled the field 
was lost in one dense mass of eager listeners in froat 
of the stage. 

Mr. Stewart of Stewart Hall, after an appropriate 
opening address, nominated the Provost of Stirlio; 
to the chair, and a series of resolutions, followed by 
speeches from the respectable njovers and suitable 
airs from the bands, were presented and adc^ted by 
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acclamation. The first, from the chairman, was a 
congratulation on the triumph of reform, and its promise 
for Scotland, with ^^Scots wha ha' m Wallace bled,'' 
from the music. The second, from Admiral Fleming, 
contained an expression of gratitude and loyalty to 
King William the Fourth, and a determination of 
support to his firm and able ministers . Grey and 
Brougham* The address accompanying it was most 
^PPy^ eloquent, and patriotic. It was received with 
unbounded enthusiasm, and the speaker sat down 
amidst the exultation of three times three most cor- 
dial, cheers, while the bands gave us " Hearts of 
oak.''* Mr. Murray was then presented by the Ad« 
niiral in a most flattering manner. Uis speech con- 
firmed in us every good impression previously made 
by him. It evidently was unwritten ; but was chaste, 
forcible, appropriateand happy — opening with a beau- 
tiful allusion to the castle over our heads, and the 
field of Bannockburn almost within view. Pageants 
and songs of triumph had often before been witnessed 
by these, but heretofore only after deeds of Uood — but 
the triumph of the passing day happily was the 
triumph only of peace, and of hope, and of good<will 
to man. 

He was frequently interrupted by the cheers of the 
throng, and before sitting down, bc^gged leave in con* 
nection with a reference to Admiral Fleming to in- 
troduce to the assembly a son of this gentleman, yet 
scarce twelve, not for an addres3,.but in early pledge 
that in political principles and in patriotism^ he would 
prove a son worthy of his sire ; and our young frimd, 
master John, a maply and intelligent lad^ shared 
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fuliyi as he stepped forward to view^ in the cbe 
and honours of the day, while *^ auld long syjie"' « 
appropriately made to swell sweetly oa the ear. 

By this time, the rain began again to pour aim 
in torrents, but the interest and excitement vtras sue 
that no one made the least movement to leave i 
ground, and two or three additional addresses we 
made. Three cheers were afterwards* given to 
chairman, three to Admiral Fleming, and three 
the King and Queen, with hatsoffand ^^ God sate 
Kingy Mr. Murray then stepped forward, and 
posed one more effort of the lungs of the joyous mui 
tude, in compliment to Mrs. Fleming and the hk 
of her party, whom even the peltings of the stoR 
could not induce to forsake the platform till the cde 
bration of the day should be closed. , Upon which oc 
hostess and her fan* friends, in the enthusiast 
three times three, received tlie last honours of tk 
day. 

1 was greatly delighted with the aspect of the rod 
titude during the whole time, and must say for Scot- 
land, that 1 have nev^ in any country seen the same 
number of people assembled who were so entirelv 
respectable in their whole appearance and depoit- 
ment. There were no grog booths or drinking tents 
any where to be seen, nor any evidence in the beha- 
viour of any one of a disposition to vulgarity or dis- 
sipatbn. 

For the first two or three miles the return of our 
carriage was that of a perfect triumphal processioa 
The whole road was filled with the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring villages in a body, with the various 
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tradesmeu, their bands and banners moving in 
order. It had been the wish and arrangement of the 
admiral that we sliould get in advance of the people, 
but this we found impracticable. He then drew up 
on one side of the road, and ordered the postilions of 
the barouche to do the same, till the whole should 
pajss ; but as soon as it was perceived, the procession 
opened in file, and lined the streets in the order of 
review ti)l he sliould pass, which be was at last ob- 
liged to do, for at least a mile, amidst the most joyous 
cheers; while evergreens and flowers w^ere scattered 
in his way, and cast into the carriage of the ladies« 
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Det>arture from Cumbernauld— Passftgv down the' Clyde — ^Dum- 
barton Casde — ^Vale and River of Leren-^Birth-place of 
SmoUet — ^Monument to his memorjr-rVoyiige. on Loch Lomond 
— ^Inversnaid — Celebrated by Wordsworth— A BQghland nudd — 
Hahner of crosnng the Mountain — Scene in setting off and 
yiew behind — ^Rob Ro3r'8 care and fbrt of Inrersnaid — ^Margaret 
Macgregor — Gun of Rob Roy — ^Birth-place of his wife» Helen 
Macgregor— ^irst sight of Loch Katerine^-Embarkation and 
sail upon it— Ben Lomond* Ben Venue and Ben An — ^E^en's 
isle and bower — Rustic building erected by Lord Willouby — 
The Trosachs — ^Loch Achray, and Inn of Mrs. Stewart — ^Loch 
Vennachar, the Brigg of Turk and Ben Ledi — ^Monung scenery. 

iwersnaid, Loch Lomond^ 
AuguH 15, 1832. 

DEAR VIROINIA, 

By twelve o^clock on the 1 dth inst we bad taken 
leave of our kind friends at Cumbernauld, and were 
once more pursuing our route to the Highlands. 

It commenced raining shortly afterwards, and 
poured in torrents till we reached Gl^tsgow.- The 
afternoon, however, proved clear and fine, and we 
had a pleasant trip by steamboat, sixteen miles down 
the Clyde to Dumbarton, where we slept. The 
Clyde, with all its famed beauty, seemed but a wind- 
ing canal to us, it being narrow for many miles below 
Glasgow, and faced on either side with stone, to 
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deepen the channel by confining its borders to these 
artificial limits, and to prevent the wash of its banks 
by the agitation of the surface created by the con- 
stant passage of steamboats upon its waters. The 
scenery is at this season of the year lovely indeed, 
every where enlivened by villages and hamlets, and 
adorned by many beautiful villas and nobte seats, 
one of which, Erskine house, the property of Lord 
Blantyre, is just being completed, and presents one of 
the most extensive and magnificent piles we have 
seen. 

Dumbarton is too famed in the history of the 
kingdom to require a particular description, Its 
castle, so noted in the annals of the nation, is a strik- 
ing object in the approach. It is situated on a bold 
and at most points inaccessible rock, some five or six 
hundred feet in height, at the junction of the river 
Leven with the Frith of the Clyde, and was long con- 
sidered the key to the western highlands. The town 
lies some distance from it on the banks of the Leven, 
and is remarkable itself chiefly for its extensive ma- 
nufactories of glass. In our walks before night closed 
roimd us, we found a principal amusement in observ- 
ing the many anglers for trout, standing by the hour 
nearly mid-deep in some instances, in the rapid bed 
of the Leven. 

» 

The evening waa clear, with a beautiful moon, 
and intending to take an early start for Loch 
Lomond, 1 retired in full expectation of having it in 
my power, with the opening dawn to exclaim : 

The mom is up again, the dewy morn. 

With breath ah incense, and with: cheek all bloom, 
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l>^y*>^ ftway the ekNidi with pligrfiil ■eom^ 
And Mag m if earth eoBtMned no tooib—- '* 



but alas ! a heavy *' Scotch mist^^ intermingled « 
occasioDal rain, was spread over eveiythiog, and; 
promised pleasure of the day seemed at an end. 
We took the coach of nine o^clock, not^thsta^ 
iogt for the steamboat at the foot of the lake, ^ 
miles distant, and kept the outside, that we ed^ 
not lose anything not concealed by the gloom of:: 
morning. The drive for the distance along the bat 
of the Leven must, in fine weather, be delightful; qn 
equal, I should imagine, in point of rural beauty t 
richness, to anything before met by us. There £ 
many pleasant residences, and some stately m 
sions, by the way-side. Among the former is s 
noted as the birth place of SmoUet, the novelist, si 
has so sweetly sung the beauties of the L<even-si 
in the lines — 

** On Leyen banksy wlule free to rove 
And tune the runl pipe to love, 
1 envied not the happieit swain 
That ever trod the Arcadian plain.'* 

And at which there is a monument, seen firom tb 
road, erected to hismemory. 

At the ferry of Ballock, half a mile from the lake 
we entered a large flat-bottomed boat, and vveit 
propelled by setting poles to a small steamer at andiot 
on its waters near the head of the Leven, which c 
too shallow at this point to allow boats of any deptli 
of keel to enter it It continued to rain after tk 
steamboat got under way, and we lost much of tk 
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beauty of the lovely expanse of Wfater we were tra- 
versiDg. 1 cegreKed this, however, less than I should 
have done, bad I not enjoyed a general and distinct 
view of this section of the Loch, with its varied islets 
from the hill at Dtymeiu ' The picture then present 
ed to my eye was perfect in its lights and shades; and 
it now required -^ibe exercise of little fancy, as we 
glided along, wending out way gracefully from chaop 
nel to channel among th^ islands, to gild the wiK>le 
with smiles iMfKl sunshine, as I had then seen it, in 
place of the mists and sliowers now gathered thickly 
around. 

The romaniic village of Luss stands 6n a point 
about midway up the L6ch« on the western side, and 
though the loss of a day would hav« materially af 
fected ouf arrangements of time, we almost made up 
our minds; before reaching it^ to land and wait a betr 
ter day. It was well we did not,bow«ver, for shortly 
after pas^ifg it the weather began to brighten, and 
by one o'clock the whole scenery became uncovered, 
and we ei^oyed a delightful afternoon* The length 
of the Loch is thirty miles, and its greatest breadth 
six^ arid the steamboat Aiakes the entire circuit of it, 
touching at various points on both sides, in the course 
of seven or eight hours. In its general features, jt is 
not unlHce some points in our prinpipal rivers^ and 
scarce rivals, in beauty, the nibre bok} and romantie 
sections of the Hudson. 

The afternoon promising to be fine. We pursued 
the plan originaHy designed by us, of landmg at this 
place after bsviiig passed round the heedof the Loch, 
and of crossing five mites from it on the east, to 'Loch 

vol. lit 15 
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Katerine, over which, in ^^ the Lady of the -Lake,^' 
Scott has thrown suob a magic charm. At this sea- 
son of the year* all who travel in Scotland are on the 
wing ; and party after party of ladies and gentlemen, 
travelling for pleasure, of sportsmen and anglers, old 
and young, Were leaving and joining the boatat ea'ch 
place where she* stopped ; and three or four gentle- 
men, and a young Irish officer and his lady, landed 
with us at Inversnaid. 

This is a single, hut or higUand cottage, romapti- 
cally dituated near a mountain torrent and waterfall, 
on the margjni of the Loch, at a point whet^ two 
foot-paths from different directioils meet* Worda- 
wortJi has given special note to it, by an effusion 
celebrating its beauties — ^particularly the loveliness 
of its waiting-maid. There hi^s b^n a sad change 
in the attractions of the place, iovthis respect, siaoe Us 
muse was here inspired^ or else lie was guilty of a 
poetic license in reference to the poor gid, for which 
the Nine themselves can never estxise Inm. She 
served some of o(ir party with whisky, before setting 
off on our trip yesterday ; and. now, — with a coarse 
face; much bro«tder than it is long, low forehead and 
pug nose, a carotty head^ and dumpy figuria^ with arms 
like n blacksmith, bare U> the 8houlder« and of the 
colour of^* the red, red it>se^^ — ^is performing a like 
kinddess for some just arrived on their return. - 

It is opiy of late that the travel aoros& to Loch 
Katerine tx>uld be accomplished except oii foot A 
path for horses and ponies is^now formed ; and those 
who choose, may ride by paying five shillings for the 
use of an afiimal, without being alkiwed, however, 



RIOB TO LOCH KATKRIN9* 147 

the priyQege of canryin^ aDy luggage. This is borne 
OD die* shoqld^i^of the boatmeo, who come daily 
over for the.purpo6e,and wait the arrival of the steam- 
boat. Captain Bokon and myself brought nothinig 
with us from the steamboat 0^cept ourcloa^, and 
tiierefore soon struck a bargain ibr a pooey apiece; 
but some of the company, especially our Irish com- 
panion and his wife, w^e obliged to Ipse much time 
in settling jthe terms for their luggage of baiidboxes,. 
trunks, and caise?, without v/tnch the Igdies cannot 
do, even in t^ Highlands, and at last to pay an ex- 
oriMtant price in viev^ of the distancie, though not 
such, perhaps, considering the mode of transporta- 
tioo. * 

The ascent from Inversnaid, ibr tbefisst mile, is 
very *steep, by a aig-s^ path, amidst rocks and 
bu^es ; and ouf company formed a picturesque and 
amu^ng sight, in its^varied groupiflgs-Hsome walking 
and carrying their carpet-bags and other articles of 
luggage, because they would not agree tp the terms of 
the guides, others^ riding little apimals scarcei^breast 
high, their feet dangling to the ground — while the 
boatmen^ with their varied burdens, in tartan jacket^ 
and trews, completed the romance of the scene.. 
The views bebjnd, of the Loch and mountains of 
Arroquhar on the opposite side, were beautiful in the 
extreme; sind the change in the \^eather filled us 
all ^ith a bouyancy of spirits fully to enjoy them. 

While passing round Hbe head of the Loch in the 
steamboat, a cave in the rooks near the eastern shore 
had been pointed. out to us, as one in which Bruce 
and Rob Roy had both often found a safe retreat from 
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thmr punuerSf and we bad not gone &r on our moi 
tain way, before we came to tbe ruinsofan oM fdttst 
built by the Dnke of Montrose to restrain tbe nx 
Macgregor in his lawless adventures. VFolfe^ um 
talissed in history by his fall at Quebec, was for so 
time stationed at it as a subaltern ; and near lo hi 
still seen the graves of several soldiers, who died 
the garrison about that time. One of the wood 
stands or boxes for field-preaching, which I ha 
mentioned, was also observed in the neighbourfaoa 
though it can scarce be conjectured from whence 
congregation could, be convened in so bleak ai 
dreary a region. 

When we had accomplished about half tbe i 
tauce, an old woman came out to us from her csk 
at a short distance, bearing In her hand a long aon 
rusty old fowling-piece, which a rude inscription om 
post by the path apprissed us was once the propein 
of Rob Roy. She said her name was Margaie 
Macgregor, and she a third cousin by her fether, to 
the famed ftee-booter. This we thought very possible. 
but as to the fowling-piece, though very ready to give I 
her a sixpence for the trouble she had taken to show 
it, and for a little conversation^ we were quite as io* 
credulous as tbe graodmolh^r of the saibr when first 
bearing of flying-fish. The armouiy of tbe gi^nius to 
which Rob Roy is indebted* for much ^ the preseot 
glory of his character, numbers in its articles, if 1 
mistake not, that which claims to be ^mpbaticnily 
the light short ^ gun of Rob Roy.'^ 

An adjoining hut, acrosd a small istream,^ was 
pointed out by this individui^ as the spot in wUcb 
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Helen M acgregor was born ; and as 1 looked for a 
moment on its rude and pig-sty aspect, and upon the 
wildness and poverty of everything in sight, felt that 
if such were the fact, the heroine had little to boast 
in her ancestrat domain. There is a small sheet of 
water on the. top of the hills, called lx)ch Arglet, 
after passing which, the path begins to descend to^- 
warder. Loch Kateriae, encircled by high and naked 
mountains. . , . 

There is nothing particularly striking in the first 
view of the lake in thid direction. Its chief beauty 
of scenery, as well as local interest^ from the poem of 
Scott, lies at the farther or eastern extremity, at a 
distance of eight or ten miles. We were soon upon 
its shores; and embarking in a. good boat, under the 
double impetus of a sail and oars, passed rapidly over 
its placid bosOm. The mountains of Arroquhar, 
softened to additional beauty by the blue distance, 
being behind us,-^Ben Lomond, in the fulness of his 
height and majesty, immediately on ovir right, and 
Ben An, and Ben Venue, scarce less lofty and im- 
posing in their, dimensions, in front. 

All these ^mountains are covered only with rocks 
and heather, and except when softened by the light 
haze, now.spread over them« are too barren and cold 
in * their aspect to be called beautiful. On Ben 
Venue there is no longer seen, as when described 
by Scptt, . ' 

• 

** A wildering forest feathered o'er 
Ifis nuhed sides, and summit hoar.'^ 

And with the disappearance of the wood, he has 

13* 
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been divested of much of bis beaut3^ But now. 
theu, 

— ««m nuddle aip 
Ben An heaves lugfa his forphead bare." 

Some forty or fifty minutes^ sail brought as 
EUen's isle and bower. Lord Willouby d'^Er^ 
the proprietor, has within these few. years, built a n 
tic summer-house on the spot described as that occ; 
pied by the dwelling of the heroine^s iather, aod : 
such perfect imitation of the poet^s fancy ^etcb : 
the chieftain^s retreat, that its aspect at once fise 
on the mtnd a reality to the story. Without — 
> • ... 

** liOpped of their boughs, thdr hoar truid:s bared. 
And by the hatchet rudely squared. 
To give the halls their destined height, 

' The sturdy -oak and ash unite* 
•W^ile mosfl^ andcky, and leaves combined, - 
Defend each crevice from the wind, — - 
And withered heath, and ru^es dry, . 
Supply the rustic canopy.*' 

While within — 

—•"the walls to grace 
Hang trophic of the fig^t or ehase : 
A target tiiere, a bu^ here,' 
A battle-axe, a honting^ear, 
Atid broad swords» bows and arrows, store. 
With the tusked trophies of the boar ; 
While deer-skins, dappled, dun, and white. 
With otter's fur and seal's tinite, * 
In rode and uncouth tapestry, aQ,^ 
To garnish forth ihe sylvan hall." 

We gave an hour here, to romance and poelr)*; 
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iS, as our guides pointed to one spot and to another, 
ying, *' h'jre the Lady of the Lake Ahoved off her 
>at, in answer to the bugle' of Fitz James ;'* "there 
the gien in which tUe grey hunter fell ;" " yonder 
the rock on ^hich the prince was challenged by 
.oderic Dhu,"-r-we forgot (hat every object thus 
ssociated ^itb the ^scene, had its origin only in the 
enius of the poet, and- in the fruitfuln^ss of his inoa:- 
inatioPt ftod mused and feltv in gaaaog upon tb^m, 
s if all were the truths of history. 

The eastern end of the lake terminated in the cele« 
irated Trosachs* The literal meaning of the term 
s ** the bristled territory ;'* and from it niay be ima- 
jiried the general charsreter of the scenes — 

- • ' 

** OTf^ knoUsy^and mounds cbnfi)8ed}y hurPj* 
The fragments of an eariier world"— 

ei defile of unequalled wildhess and beauty, exhibit* 
ing an assemblage of grey ahd^ pinnacled rocks, in- 
terspersed with copsewood, and of bold cliflfs; and 
heather-crowned precipices, that can scarce be 
imagined.^ The approach to the lake by Uiem could 
once only* be accbmplished over the face of a rock 
requiring a rope in the descent. Now, however, a 
good foot-path . and road, even for a carriage, has 
been formed by blasting a passage throti'^h the 

rocks. 

The walk of a mile frt)m this brought us to the 
bank of Loch' Achray, and to the only house of en- 
tertainment in the vicinity, kept by a Mrs. Stewart, 
the widow of a grandson of the **Ervan of Brig- 
lands,'' in Rob Roy, who gave freedom to the out- 
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law in crossing the ford of Aberfoyle, by cuttiog J 
belt by which he was fastened to his horse ; a^ 
whose mercy to the freebopter c6st him his life. 

The house is much in mxe and accommodai 
like a coinmon farm-house in Amnerica, and ^ 
overflowing with company. It was doubtful, fit: 
appearance whether a place even oir the floor 
one of the common rooms, could be secured for i 
sleep of the night ; and finding that Okie of the ga 
tlemen who had accompanied us from L«och L 
mond, intended proceeding ten miles, to Callend^. 
took a seat in the vehicle hired to convey him, tk 
I might pass over the whole ground of the poe& 
which has^giveato the section of comitry its cek- 
brity — ^intending to return the same night. 

This 1 did, gaining by the trip from which! 
reached Mrs. Stewart's again at midnight, a view c. 
Loch Vennachar, in addition to that of Loci 
Achray^ the "Brigg of Turk," and "Benledi^ 
ridge." . 

The party returning to Loch Lom6nd this moni' 
ing was laige^ consisting of six or eight ladies 
of intelligence and good breeding, and an equal 
number of gentlemen. The morning was delightful. 
of a character in every respect to display Ihe sur- 
rounding scenery to the. highest advantage. No- 
thing can exceed the truth and minute correctness ot 
the descriptions of Sir Walter, their only 'embellish- 
ment is the sweetness of his versification. Tbe 
imagery, in all its beauty, is that alone which nature 
presents. This is particularly true of— 
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** the copse-wood gtty 
YHnch wares and weeps by Loch Achmy i" 

and of the Ttosachs, and surrounding mountains. 
The yello^v and purple heathers, with which, these 
last are thickly tufted and crown^^have a pe'oMliarly 
softening and beautiful eilecf. This was particu- 
larly the case t4tis morning, when frond the danip- 
Bess of the night, each of the little cups forming th^r 
clustering blossoms, wad encircled by a: dew-drop, 
which assumed, in the brightness of the morning sun, 
the varied hues and brilliancy of the diatnond. . The 
glistening leaves of the dark green holly, and the 
white trunks and gracefully waving bpanches of the 
weefMng Jbireh, were scarce less lovely as seen 
clinging to the sides and mantling the summits of 
the rocks and precipice^ ; and indeed every object 
on every side such, in the purity and serenity ot the 
hour, as to elevate the mind and affections above the 
common tone, and to give rise to feelings of adora- 
tion, in view of the goodness and power of the 
Author of all this beauty and sublimity, which 1 doubt 
not find'in their silent breathings acceptance at bis 
throne. 

On reaching the westieirO- end of Loch Katerine, 
finding that there were not ponies siifEcient for the 
whole company, Itelinquishcdhone which 1 had en- 
gaged j'esterday, to a lady ; and walked over to this 
place, in so short a time, as to be much in advance 
of all my compapbns, and hav^ occupied the time 
in which we have been waiting for the arrival of the 
steamboat, in furnishing you with this outline of a 
first day in the Highlands,. \ ' 



154 BAIL aoimo ms bead 



LETraJR XLI. 

TBATn. VBOX TiJlBimT TO TfTWIMAMT, 

Second daf on l^och Lomond-^Tariooi modes of tntrelE^' 
Wnd and deaobte featnret of Gleocroe-^Inflaence of kcc 

upon the clnrBCter of the inhabitants— TVaits of ti|e HigUv 
: en assimilated to their country — Highland dreas «nd old Sk' 
gregor at Inversnaid — *'Rest and be thankful*' — ^Arrival s:t\ 
verary— Its attractions to the travelIer«-CastIe of the Doiv, 
Argyll— JSlegaace and taste of its dncwing*rooai — Hifl of Tk» 
quaichrr-Similaiity at some points between lioeh l^e and ts 
Lake qf Otsego. 

Crtoi^gt Bci^ Jhotrv^ 
Aigiut 160, 1833. 
DEAB YIROIKIAy 

It was nearly dark, la^t ni^ht, when we reacbe: 
this place, almost overcome with the fatigue and ei* 
citemeht of tlie last and the preceding day- 

After joining the steamboat at Inversnaid, we 
made tb^e circuit of the head of Loch Lomond a 
second time before disembarking at Tarbert, on the 
western side. 

The morning, as already mentioned, was uncois- 
monly fine^ with just sufficient haze in the atmosphere 
tQ throw a rich Claude Lorraine tint, over tbe 
whole landscape. . Had the weather, of the eDtin 
season been at our choice^ we could not have select- 
ed a . day, when the scene^ of the mouotaios 
could have be^n ih finer shades. I was delighted, 
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particularly with Ben Lomond, now entirely iinob- 
soured, add' clothe in the deepest bhie. Captain 
Bolton thinks the lake less beautiful than lakeGeorge, 
in the state of New York, whieb 1 baVe never visited, 
but 1 can aOeurce cQuceive of. anything of the kind 
superior to the BCenery here. 

After diniQgrat the comfortable and romantic inn 
of Tarbert, y^e took jtbe pubfie coach for this place,, 
twenty-three miles distant. On the day of our visit 
to Loch Katerine, we , went through a succes»on of 
modes of travel^ all^the best to be obtained, in the 
order in which they succeeded one another.' . First, 
the ordinary Ekiglish stage coach from* Dumbarton 
to Batlock, then a fl(it-bottomed boat to the foot of 
Loch Lomond, the steainboat to Inversnaid, ponies 
over the mountain-path, a ipw.boat on Loch Kate- 
rine, and from the inn at the Trosachs to Callender 
and back, a heavy cart, drawn by an ovei^x)wn, 
hard-pacing- dray-horse,' whose, unvarying gait was 
such that eveiy step t^ver a* rough and stony road, 
produced a conflicting and compound motion, from 
both beast and vehicle, which threatened a disloca- 
tion in every j(H'nt from our necks -to pur he^s. For 
the present stage, we had yet^ an additional variety, 
a kind of omnibus^ painted light bkie, with curtains 
of Rob Hoy tartan drawing horizsontdlly, in which 
the passengers sat with their backs to the aides, and 
their faces towards each other. 

The road throughout vvas mountainous and finely 
shaded in many places with trees. After five miles 
we came at Arroquhar, to the north end of Loch 
Ix>ng,.ap arm of the sea running noitbward from the 
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Frith of Clyde, stropgly marked from the point at 
which we viewed it, with some of the finest features of 
lake scenery. On turning from thislioeh, we entered 
Glencroe^a solitary and desolate pass in the moun- 
tains, so vast in its outKne, so naked and so dreary in 
its entire aspect, as irresistibfy to give rise to medita- 
tions and sympatliies of a irimilar cast.. I never* be- 
fore was so.strongly persuaded of the influence which 
the physical cilaractef of a country rnqst have upon 
the mental and constitutional qualitk^ of its inhabi- 
tants, as during the drive of Vix< miles through this 
mountain gorges to the 4pfty pcMiit in which it termi- 
nates, in cross ng to this place. From it, and the 
general features of this section of the kingdom already 
observed by us, there caabe in my mind, no necessity 
after a tour of the Highlands, for inq5dring the* origin 
of the stern and indomitable ch$nracteristics of its 
chieftiuns and their clansmen^ No one could be 
bom and trained amid unagery so boM and rugged, so 
vast and so intractable, without a strong assimilation 
in spirit and m idi08yncra<^. 

All mountain scenery, doubtless has an elevating 
and emboldening -effect upon those dwelling in the 
midst of it; but* where a magnitude and loftiness of 
outline is accompanied by the rich drapery of the 
woodland and forest, the general tendency upon the 
mind and affections, though not less ennobling, is I 
presume, less towards the sternness and inflexibility 
which the nakedness of the mountain and the nMx>r, 
as here exlnbited, is calculated to implant and foster. 

My prejudices have always been strongly i& favour 
of Scodand and the Scots. 1 am an enthusiast in 
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the history of the nation, tragic and bloody as for the 
most part it is, and were you with us, dear V—-*, 
you would find that 1 am now likely to become 
equally the admirer of ite wild scenery and everything 
associated with it I already feel a regret that the 
people aHB no longer seen in their demi-savage, but 
picturesque dress of the kilt and tailan hose. The 
first time I was sensible ofUhis, was just after com- 
menciBg our trip to Loch Katertne from Inversnaid. 
Ongaining the height immediately overlooking Loch 
Lomond and the opposite mountains of Arroquhar, 
my attention was afrested by a tall and venerable 
figurerwrapped in a cloak belted with tartan. The 
snow-white lock^of an advanced age hang upon, his 
neck and shoulders from beneath his bonnet of blue, 
as he leaned upon his staff apparently absorbed in 
melancholy tlKnigbt, for 

"his eye 
'■ Upon the wood, the rock, the sky. 

Seemed nought to mark, and bought to spy." 

Turning to one of the boatmen, I asked who it 
was. ;He anawered, " a Macgregor, and there is his 
cabin,^^ pointing to a wretched hut, whose roof of 
peat and turf was just peeping from the side hill, 
scarce on a level with the heather amidst which he 
stood. 1 had just been thinking how beautiful a 
sketch the scene below, with a suitable foreground 
would form, and now had exactly what I wished, 
the only thing wanting to make it perfectly charac- 
terise, being the tartan kilt and plaid, and have ever 
since felt how great the difference of the impression 
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would be, if the highland garb were still the ptp 
ing dress 6f the couptry. 

Boys under twelve and /ourteen, ar6 still seec 
it ; and they look, in my eye, so manly and nadc' 
with their blue bonnet^ and hare koees and ^- 
that, when walking, 1 scarce pass one of them ^. 
out a salutation of interest, and a tap of kind kt 
upon the cheek or. shoulder. — But, dear V — -] 
have left you on the mouQtflins in the glocHO of Gl^^ 
croe, long enough to imbibe, according to my tbecj| 
at least a temporary feeling, which, however beci 
ing as a quality in the ^^ lords, of creation^'' is ootj 
most agreeable ornament of your ^x; and 1 ba.4 
to conduct you to a more cheerful and more 1ot| 
scene. jj 

It would have been more gallant, at least, in m^ 
fore flyingoflftolnversnaid again, to have seatedyou,w 
the time, upon a stone erected on the top of theioois 
lain, by the soldiers who constructed the jroad, uuA 
the direction of General Wade in 1746, beamg ^ 
inscription ^' Rest — and be thankful.''' Without i 
taining you now by it, however, we will hurry dor] 
a second wild and drearjrvale — ^that of glen Kinglas 
— to the head of Loch Fine, another wide a«n 
sea, and embark at Cairndow in a steamboat 
Inverary, situated upon a bay on the western ^ded 
the same water, at a distance of eight or ten miles. 

Inverary is truly a delightful and romantic spot 
well worthy the observations of a day, from anytr* 
veller in the Highlands. The sceneiy is rich 
diversified, and embracing at almost every view 
that can be desired, in the combined beauty of tfe 



AND ITS CABTLE. 159 

lake and mountain. The town hs small, but neat 
and well-built/ though it exhibits little evidence of 
business or prosperity. It belongs i& the Duke of 
Argyle, and is languishing muph, it is said, under the 
e^ct of nonresidence, the princely* proprietor having 
been an absentee from hi^castle adjoining it, for more 
than six years. The Mrood iif the park and pleasure 
grounds, which embrace a circuit of thirty miles^ 
though ail a plantation, is disposed ih.such^taste, and 
has attained such a gro^i^th, as to appear perfectly 
the work of nature. 

The castle has long been celebrated among the 
most magnificent residences of Scotland* It is a 
stately embattled quadrangle of blue- granite, two 
stories in he%ht, orpamented'with circular towers at 
the corners, and 'surmounted by an immense square 
pavilion, rising from the centre. 1 was disappointed 
in the extericn:, and think it as a whole* incongru- 
ous in its architecture, and jn decidedly bad taste, 
though a design by Adam. The arrangement of the 
interior is gopd^ however^ abd there is an air of do- 
mestic comfort as well as elegance in thesize^ furni- 
ture, and general aspect of the apartments which we 
have seldom observed in the palaces, of the princes 
of the empire. The principal drawing-room is orna- 
mented and. furnished with a chasteness and delicacy 
of taate, combined with ^egance and ' splendour 
which 1 have scarce seen equalled. The walls are 
covered with Gfobelin tapestiy <^ the most exquisite 
colouring and workmanship), in groups of figures, 
surrounded by embellishments of drapery, and 
flowers, in the. most vivid hueis of nature. , The 



chain and sobs are in keeping, and the paiotxng 

gilding of the doors and windows in a 

style. Another principal ornament of the room^' 

mantel of Italian marble and sculpture, 

two beautiful feipale figures as suppocters; 

a vase between^ them. 

A romantic hill, called Dunaquaicii, fiocD 
thejne is an extensive and magnificent view, riaes 
ruptly above th^ castle on the east^ to a h^ghi 
seven hundred feet, much in the manner in w 
" the Mount Vision," of Cooper's Pioneers, on 
Lake of Otsegp, towers over the residence of 
friends, the Bowers^ fainily, of the Lakelands, 
deed the whole loch, as seen fit>ro many points 
which the town and castle are not embraced, is 
strikingly like the Otsego, th(5Ugb on a iriuch 
and wider scale, that I have in two or three iusi 
been made to burst into involuntary cKclamatioi] 
pleasure and surprise, and more 4hanonce have 
myself transported by it to the home of my boyhood 
and the scene of many of the happiest days of my 
riper years. This was so strikingly 4h& fact at ooe 
poiot which 1 came to, in a walk round Dunaquaich, 
that J took a sketch of. the mountains aiid water 
from it, which, with the additi(H) of the glitteting cu* 
polas and handsome dwellings of Cooper's Town io 
the distance, on one side, and the white colonnades 
and chimneys of the Lakelands, amid th^ groves of 
pine and maple, on the other, would be thought 
even by an inhabitant of the valley, a dnBiwing fixMo 
some spot near ^* the sources of the Susi^'E* 

HANNA." 
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LETTER. Lir, 

XtoCH AWK, 4im THX YALB Of eUOTOBCHT. 

Leave Inveraiy — Mountain torrents, and cascade in the Aray** 
Walk frpm Cladich to Oalmally— -A Highland laddie— Moral 
and intellectual traits of the people— Besuty ofXoch^ifey and 
historic interest of its islands— ^Highland cottages-— Their rude- 
ness. 4ind W9nt of cleanliness — ^Vale of Glenorchy, and Its pro- 
nunent objects of beauty — Mr, Copley Green, and. Mr. Warren, 
of Boston— Sbeneiy between Glenorchy and Taynuilt — ^Kil- 
cburn CasUe — Ben Crua(^an— -Pass of Bunderawe — ^Battle in 
1308 between l^ruce and the Mac Dougals of Lorn— Sabbath 
at Glenorcliy-^Appearance of the congregatiofi— Difference in 
the general characteristics of the peasantiy of £ng}an4 wd Scot^ 
land. 

• ** * • . * * 

Glenoreky^ JhrgyUshire, 
' V ' .%rw**20#ij 1832. 

During midsqmitl^r, a steamboat leaves the town 
of Obanvonthe sea coast, thirty-two miles from In^ 
verary, twice every week for an excursion toKmA the 
lide oi Mull, and its celebrated neighbours, Staffa 
and lona. It was our intention originaHy tcT be at 
Oban in timd for the boat of the 18th inst, and avail 
ourselves of this opportunity of a visit to " FingaPs 
Gave,*^— the famed retreat of science in the dark 
ages— aud to the ancient tomb of (he kings of the 
north. . ' ' 

Ciraiknstances, however, occurred to alter our de- 

■ - 

termination ; and disappointed in tMs trip to the 

14* 
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Iriands, I felt desirous of compensatiDg myself 
some degree, by a circuit of Loch Awe, includiogi 
peep at Glenorchy. Not being able to prcx^ure 
vehicle for this route at Inveraryr 1 determined 
perform it on foot, after taking the coachr on the 
to Oban, for some nine or ten miles — Captain Bolti 
continuing directly to that place, to wait my arri 
there. 

The principal interest of the drive to Loch A 
— ^t a.foriy across which, near Cladich, 1 left 
friend-^arose, after leaving the beautiful park 
grounds of Inver^ry Castle, from a heavy rain of the 
preceding night, which had filled the river Aray aixi 
all the mountain torrents with fkxxls. The roariB^ 
of these, in their impetuous currents, were beaiad od 
either hand echoing loudly among the wild hills aod 
glens around, while every few moments sections of 
them burst upon the eye, in seeming streams of silver, 
as they wa^e foaming down the sides of the hills, or 
plunged deeply over some rocky ledge^ to beds of 
foam below. A few miles from Inverary, tbete is a 
cascade in the Aray, which in such a state of its 
waters, I left the coach, for a few moments^ to view. 
It is some twenty-five, or thirty feet in height, and 
not dissimilar) i^ its general aspect, to cMie of the 
smaller leaps of the. Trenton Falls, in the State of 
New York. 

Loch Awe 'm one of the most beautiful of the 
lakes of Scotland-; especially in the scenery at hs 
north end« above the ferry. It is long and narrow, 
being near thirty miles in length, and scarce ipore in 
breadth at any point, than twc^ or two and a half 
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miles* On alighting from ' the coach, I engaged . a 
^^ laddie'^ of twelve or thirteen, as a cooopanion more 
than a guide, for the walk to this place : and a de- 
lightful walk it proved to be. - 

The lake opposite to nay routes, is studded with 
several islets some of them mere rocks tufled with 
bushes, others presenting a JMDOOth turf, and'othera 
again, ornameiited with iineluxuriant ^oves. Seve- 
ral possess no little historic interest, though the largest 
is scaix)e half a mUe in circumference* Upon Tnuis 
Hail, the ruins of a convent may be distinguished, 
and on Imus Chonnel stands a Orumbnng and ivy 
crowned' tower, of what was once a magnificent 
castled the family of Argyll, in. the earliest ages of 
their feudal glory. . Anothet is tinted out as the 
scene ^ an incident in one of the poems of Ossian. 
The day 'was beautiful in its lights and shades; and 
as i stopped time after time, to ga!2e, and to admire 
the lake and its islands, and the mouirtanis grouped 
around, and from ode or two points made a hasty 
sketchy the eyes of my .little companioB sparkl^ 
with pleasure, as he exclaijned with strong idiomatic 
accent — ^^ A bonnie loch is this, and ihese are bon- 
nie isles." • . - 

I discovered him to be ^an intelligent and well 
pnacipled'lad, apdin answer to various questions, 
learned that the inhabitants, rude and miserable as 
^ure their cabins, and eoM and naked their country, 
are fafniiiar with the common branches of knowv 
ledge, — all read, ^nd write, and understand something 
of arithmetic ; all possess and read the bible, go to 
the kirk onibe sabbath, have sabbath schools, and 
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biUe dasseB, in general tnaintain the forms and 
usages of piety in their families, add are a virtuoos, 
and an honest people. But no one would erer draw 
this character of them, fit>m a sight of their habita- 
tions 1 have never been more Butprised in my 
travels in any part of the world, than 1 have in this 
respect in the Highlands. Their cabins are 'more 
rude, and apprently uncomfortable than any I have 
ever seen in a civilized country. 

The walls of them; in general, rito a few feet above 
the ground, and' consist of round stones laid up 
loosdy, in the manner of a fence in America. * Upon 
these an irregular low roof of thatch, heavy and 
black is^placed^- without a chimney, e^cqf>t a bolein 
the top, over a he^g^th of loose stones^ in the centre 
of the apartment below, and thus the smoke is seen 
pouring out at all pcxnts, as from a coal-kiln. Th^ 
CQntain a few articles only of the simplest farditure, 
with beds eit the sides of dried fern, and in looking 
upon one, you would thiiik that nothing but a savage 
could live within it And^ this is not the descrip- 
tion of a cabin here and there, but of every dwelling 
seen mile after mile in Succession; and of whole 
hamlets and villages. The- interior, is scarce more 
inviting. The cow .'stable and pig'j)en, in general, 
are nnder the same roof,^'and separated from the 
common apartment bf the family, by a partition of 
wicker-work. Within the past hour, I saw a " bon- 
nie lassie^^ driving and chasing a cow towards a hut, 
into which they both bounced together through the 
only entrance, as if in perfcnrmauce of an habitual 
feat. . . 
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Glenorcby, as a name, has always had a peculiar 
romance to me.in its sound. Its earKest association, 
too, in my mind, made when 1 was yet a boy, is a 
happy one — the character of the good Countess of 
the title, as- mentioned in the ^ Life of Mrs. Graham.^^ 
It is one of the (»rettie8t> valleys of a wild and seques- 
tered character, that can be welt imagined ; differ- 
ing indeed from any othej 1 have ever visited. The 
glen is long and narrow, fruitful and verdant, and 
finely watered by several streams which are poured 
fixHn the ades of its majestic mountains into JLoch 
Awe. Ih the bosom of the valley, upon an pland 
in the centre of a rivier, stands / a beautifuHy while 
church, of afi octagoqal form, surmounted by a 
handsome gptbic tower and pinnacles. A spacious 
and well-built manse, also white, is seen near it, and 
the Inn of Dalmally, from which i am writing, . not 
fisir distant, all surrounded by groves of trees, and in 
fuU?,yi^w from the numerous hamlets of cabins such 
as 1 have described, scattered over the- rising grounds 
and hills aiound, in dusters of two or three, or in 
long linea of half a dozen or more together. 

Wishing targoinray friend Bolton, as early as 
practicable, after gratifying^ my curiosity here, and 
partaking of a l^ncheon^ on Saturday 1 set off in a 
car for Oban. Night, however, overtook me, at 
Ta^nuilt, twelve miles on the way, and perceiving a 
rude kirk .near, I determined to remain at the inn, 
which I bad been told waa tolerably opmfortable, 
during the Sabi)ath« . On inquiring in the morning, 
at 4>reak&st, coDcerningi the, worship of the day, I 
learned, that the preachibg- in the adjoining church. 
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was in Gaelic only. At the same timej Mr. Cctj 
Oreen of Boston, and Mr , Warren of the same : 
two young gentlemen whom 1 had met in Loc: 
drove up in a oar, on their way to Glenorchyi 
the surprise and pl^sure of meeting them, ivassi 
that, connected with the disappointment in refmr 
to the public services of the church, which I had^ 
pected to attend at Taynuiit, 1 at oooe accept 
seat in their carriage, for a return tp th^. quarter 
bad too hastily left the day before. 

Not expecting ever to pass over the same roc 
agaii^ I had the evening pretious. taken full v^ 
of the scenery on the way. There are many be& 
tifu) points in it; and constantly • changing views 
the mountains and lake. Glen Sr^y, a mile 
two below the church of Glenorcby, with its ^ 
river, and the mountain torrents seen pouring i^^ 
the sides of the encircling hiUs,is particularlj ^ 
mantic. Just by, at the head of Loch Awe, slant 
the niii)3 of Kilchum castle, one oi the most noa^ 
cent objects of the kind in the kingdom. 1^ ^^ 
a feudal hold of the Campbells, ancestois of ^\ 
Marquesd^ of Breadalbane, and the principal towei 
now marking its remains,- was built by the {at0 
Sir Colin Campbell, Knight of Rhodes in 1440. 

Passing this, the road thickly wpoded windf^ 
the marghi of Jjooh Awe for six or eight mil^ 
with occasional views of great beajuty^ of jts vvatei^ 
and islands on <me hand^ while Ben Cfuachao, tte 
largest and loftiest moitntain in ArgyUshiiti, rises ai 
ruptly over head on the other. Its height is ^ 
than three thousand three hundred feet. Its sides 
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are wooded with a natural growth, and echo widely 
to the^mbling of impetuous torrents. 

An arm of Loch Awe rujns far to the west, and 
finds an outlet for its waters in the. wild pass of Bund 
Awe, enclosed by naked precipices on either side, 
with the river Awe running in a succession of rapids 
through it. This pass, like most others in the High- 
lands, is noted for deeds of bravery and blood ^ and 
was the scene of a desperate conflict in the year 1^08, 
between Robert Brace, and the Macdougals of Lorn, 
in which the latter were defeated* . You here lose 
sight of Loch A we,, but shortly afterwards, in the 
vicinity of Taymiilt, come in view of Loch Etive, a 
long arm of the western sea. . 

We arrived at Glenorchy in time, for morning wor- 
ship, and iieard a sensible aiKl itppressive^lisoourse 
on conformity to tire world, 'fipm a young minister 
from Edinburgh, who supplied for the day, the place 
of the pastor of the flock. - Tbe general aspect 6f the 
assembly^ Was much the saine^ as that- of a congre- 
gation of ao equal number, in the most rude section^ 
of the United States. The astonishment to 'me in 
looking over it, was, that persons of such respecta- 
bility of appearance, so well dressed, and so evidently 
intelligent, could be dwellers in habitations of such 
rudeness. The ocular demonstration of the fact, 
by waiting to see them disperse and pursue the dif- 
ferent paths leading to the hamlets around, till they 
reached the verv doors e# their cabifM, eould scarce 
satisfy me, that these were in reality their abodes — 
the " Highland cottages^" so often pictured to my 
imagination as the beau ideal of the picturesque, while 
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1 have been absorbed in the pages of histor 
romance, in which tbey are so ofteti introduced. ' 
But widely as the^ differ from the babitaiio:; 
the peasantry in Engtkndy 1 should judge tbeiruui:i 
as a people, to be intellectually if not morally. 
superior to those of the former. As a general oq| 
▼atiori, there is in the common people of Ed^ 
less sprightly and intelligent kxric, with a nm ^ 
ward, clownish air and manner, not imaiingled^ 
an appearance of servility^ than is seen here, orii' ! 
section of the United States. 1 admire the Sci^ 
in this respect. As in the common people of 00/^ 
country, there is- nothing servile, but the reveis > 
their whole demeanour; and 1 never meet a )^ 
highlander, without feelings of int^est and pM 
as 1 regard the firm and upright istep, the mss^!^ 
ddiberate gait and elevated irow, with whicl 
walks, with his bonnbt cast negligently aa 0^ ^ 
of his head, and one hand placed )oc»eiy, ^ 
ungracefully in his bosom, as if the -plaid were 
enfolding it there. 
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LETTER XLIII. 



THX PASS OT eUSGOX. 



Aniyfil at Oban — DunoUy House, the sekt of Captain Macdougal, 
and the ruins of the 'Castle ef the Lords of JLom-*Rains of 
I>uostafirnag!e Castle, the ancient palace of the Scottish kings — 
Ballahulish, its Inn, and slate quarry — ^Scenery in the drive to 
Glencoe — ^Hamlets and villages — Traits of the people — Similari^ 
in them, to some of the usages in the South Seas — Manner of 
shouting to one another — Carrying *< hracken"— Want of shoes 
and stockings—Description ot Glencoe — Alternations in the 
weather— -Post-boy's anecdote of thunder, and its effect — His- 
toric and classic interest of the pass — ^Birth-place of Ossiaa — 
apd Cona's stream. 

PSAB yiHGIiriA, 

It is seldom, I suspect, that a letter is .penned by 
any one in the place of my present date. — 1 have 
taken my seat at a rude table in a solitary hut, dig* 
nified with the name of '^ Inn,'^ at the entrance of 
Glencoe, from Ballahulish, to improve the time, 
occupied in the necessary refreshments of the horse 
which has brought me from Oban, by giving you an 
outline of my travel from Glenorchy. 

On arriving at Oban, 1 found Captain Bolton weary 
enough of his tarry there, having long exhausted the 
interest of the little port It is a neat-looking fishing 
town, containing some six or eight hundred inha^ 
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bitants, utuated on a fine harbour, beyond wh: 
across a chaoDel of the sea, the dark moimtaiflf 
Muli and the hill of Morven, so famed in song, ' 
into full and conspicuous view. 

The only object of q>ecial interest, in the vici: 
of the place, is the ruins of DunoUy castle, the feti 
castle and stronghold of the Macdougals, Lor s 
Lorn. We visited it yesterday morning, vil 
making a call upon Captain Macdougal of the Bo> 
Navy, the lineal representative of the family, i 
possessor of its remaining estates. He occupie^ 
mansion immediately adjoining the old castle. Ca 
tain fitolton had been introduced to him at chur 
on the 3abbath, by Captain Falcon, a former a 
quaintanee, and received an invitation to disD^ 
v^hich a heavy rain prevented him from attendii^ 
The drive from the gates and lodge along the k 
is very bold and romantic, and DunoUy House, 
beautiful little nook of taste and beauty, surrouDde^ 
by rocks, among which the grounds are laid outac: 
planted with happy effect The building itself i 
plain, irregular and antique. We were politdy re- 
ceived, and after a call of an hour, examined the ol: 
ruin standing on an elevated cliff overhanging tit 
sea, and accessible only at a narrow point, oo 
side towards the land. 

A steamboat from Glasgow to Fort William ast 
Inverness, by the Caledonian canal, — by which wf 
intend ta piooeed to the tatter place^passes Obu 
twice in each week. It does not leave there, bov 
ever, till some time ihia morning ; and instead i 
wmaining fx the mgbl, in a stioog wish to ni 



RiriNS OP DinffrTAFFNAOE CASTLE. 171 

Glencoe, I again left Captain Bolton yesterday after- 
nooD) and sat off in a car for Ballahulish, in the ex- 
pectation of joining the steamboat in the course of 
the day, as it proceeds up Loch Linhe. The dis- 
tance is twenty-six miles ; and in accomplishing it, 1 
passed the ruins of Dunstaffnage castle, the ancient 
palace of the Scottish kings, from which the stone 
on which they were accustomed to be crowned—* 
now in Westminster Abbey — was removed to Scone, 
in Perthshire, so early as the time of Kenneth IL 
Not far from this id the /supposed siteof Beregonium, 
believed by some to have been the ancient caiHtal of 
Scotland, and the residence of Fingal. 

The road led by ferries across two lochs or arms 
of the sea — Loch Etive and Loch Creran-^and 
through the district of Appin to Ballahulish. This 
place, properly so called, consists merely of a dirty 
inn, opposite a ferry across Loch Leven, at which 1 
slept and took breakfast this morning. The point at 
which 1 was to join the steamboat being four miles 
north of Loch Leven, and Grlencoe an equal distance 
east of my lodgiiig-place, 1 started early after the 
morning repast, for the spot from which. 1 'address 
you. The road from Ballahulish to Glencoe, pre* 
seats much 6ne mountain and water scenery along 
the banks of Loch Leven. The roadside is thickly 
kibabited — the whole distance almost being a sue* 
cession of hamlets and villages, the abodes of the 
workmen labouring in a slate quarry — one of the 
most valuable and extensive in Xxi«at Britain— by 
which the road runs. They are all, however, of the 
kind before described ; and for comfort aiid every 
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quality entering into our ideas of civilization, are de- 
cidedly inferior, in view of the climate of the country, 
for two-thirds of the year, in comparison with the 
blandness of the tropics, to the huts of the South Sea 
islanders. 

indeed, I find it difficult while gazing upon them, 
observing many of the habits of the people, and lis- 
tening ta the unintelligible GaeKc in which they con- 
verse, to believe myself in Great Britain; and feel 
more than half the time ^s if somewhere very near my 
old friends of Maui and Hawaii. The manner in 
which they are frequently heard to'call to each other 
at a distance, (ix>m rock to rock across a glen, and 
from one side of a valley to another^ in the aceent 
and wild intonation accompanying it, is precisely 
that of the Islanders of the Pacific. Another simi- 
larity exists in an out-door labour of the females, old' 
and young, in which I see them now engaged, that 
of gathering " bracken^^^ or fern, to dry for beds and 
other uses'of the kind* The bundles in which they 
carry it are made up in the same manner, and borne 
on their backs in the same way in which rushes are 
by the females of the islands, to strew on the floors 
of their dwellings, and in the courts by which the 
doors are surrounded. Tlie women here, €00, as 
there, are constantly seen with bare feet. Twice 
yesterday, in the drive from Oban, 1 passed girls 
dressed in silk frocks, with handsome shawls, stravtr 
bonnets, and lace veils — in full holiday costume — 
but without shoe or stocking ! I remarked this in- 
congruity of apparel, in the second instance in which 
it was noticed, to the post-boy ; — he seemed quite 
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embarrassed for the respectabibty of his country- 
women in the eyes of a fbreigoer, and excused the 
lassies by spying, " It was na so pleasant to walk in 
shoes and stockings as with the bare feet'^ 

Gbncoe is said to present to the admirer of nature 
the wildest scenery in Great Britain. It is a narrow 
defile, eight miles in length, and scarce a quarter of 
a mile in width, between two ranges of ra^ed and 
pinaacled mountains of black roc^, three thousand 
feet high. They are almost perpendicular in their 
whole ext^t, and in many places quite so — are en- 
tirely aaked, and rent into unnumbered crags, and 
broken cliflb ; and stand upon the eye fretted from 
top to bottom by the tempests of an uAtold period* 
and furrowed, by the tonents^bf a 4Jiou8and years^ 
The oiorning has beta hijghly ffnroarabte for. the 
drive through it which I have just* taken,-*eonBn0t* 
ing alternately of brightness and cloiid^ sunshine 
and rain. At one time, all the pointed and broken 
summits of the highest poims, have been seen in 
clear and beautiiiil putline agaiast thaUoe heavens, 
almost directly above my beadc while at another, a 
sudden tempest of wind and clouds has gathered in 
such blackness aiottad them, as comparatively to 
make night of noonday^ while thick vapour and 
mist have rolled far down the mdes of the precipices 
overhanging us, with, much of the power and wild- 
ness^ of " the whirlwind and the siorm^^^ 

It was at such a moment, when m the midst of 
the pass, that the post-boy interrupted, my musings 
on the scene, by saying, *^ And dinna ye think this, 
sir, a frigbtsoBMi pla<ce 7— iM^^ indeed, had thele hap- 

16* 
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pened some ikunder going, an* iVe been thbk- 
ye'd been rak terrified !^^ — adding, *^ 1 once a- 
through in a thunder-storm, and 1 thought at e\ 
clap, all the mountains were coming in togei- 
upon me. An^ indeed, 1 was fairly frightened i 
ser — while all the ladies 1 was driving bega£ 
scream and cry/' 1 can readily imagine that / 
places in the world can be better suited to the i 
effect in sublimity and fearfulness, of a play of k. 
ninet and the thunder^s crash. 

But Glencoe owes not less to its classic and b 
tone associations, than to the wildness and sublk^ 
of its sceneryv for the interest with wfaieh it is ii 
vested in the eyes of the traveller. In the masss^ 
of the Macdonalds, in 1691, it is the sc^ie of 
tragedy of treachery and blood, familiar to aJJ 
have read the annals of the country; and as tbe 
puted birth-place of Osaan, it ia not vnibout b 
attractions to the lover of song. A small lake is 
the centre of itgivies rise to the. stream of Cona^sh 
often mentioned in his poeina; ^Lod many of 
similes, used with such eflect in his writings, ^ 
drawn from the imagery here beheld in its varied 
accidents of sunshine and storm* Any one w6o 
has gazed upon the lofty precipices of Glencoe, and 
the unnumbered waterchannels grooving their sur- 
face, will readily apprehend the iorce of the Bgoic 
in which the conflict of battle is compared to tbe 
*^ sound of the thousand streams that meet in Cooa's 
Vale, after a stomiy night?* Not only a thoasaDdi 
but literally tens of thousands; 1 doubt not, might be 
numbered after a oontinued rain, as tfiey pour theii 
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ning floods into the gorge below. Every feature 
:he scenes around is well suited to the sublimity 
L gloom of high-wrought and tragic poesy ; and to 
osesoever genius we ^re indebted for ^^ the songs of 
3ian," the writer did well to blend with his inspi- 
ions, imagery and impressions drawn from the 
ms and aspects which nature here assumes. 
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LETTER XLIV. 



FUtAei VEOK LOCH LBTXV TO IHTSAAXSO. 

Join the tteunboat " Maid of Monren on Unne Ijoeh — Tori ^ 
liim and Gordonsbiu^gli-^Ben Nevia— Caledonian caml— N 
tune'a ataira — Loch Lochy and Loch Okh — Fort AuguJ^ 
Loch Neaa and the Falla of Fojera— Country around hsrem 
— appearance and population of the town— Comfintabk ^ ^ 
tera at the Caledonian HoteL 



Cakibmian EEoid, 
Augvui 334 1833. 

DflAB VIROINIAy 

Immediately on my return yesterday morning, 
Ballahulish from Glencoe, I crossed Loch Leveo, 
anp of Loch Linne, by the ferry opposite, with tli^j 
intention of walking to Fort William, a distanceoj 
fourteen miles, having been informed that the steaiD^j 
boat from Oban would not pass along before se0^ 
o^clock, and it then being only a little s^r mid-day | 

I had scarce accomplished four mites, faoiv^^^i 
at the end of an hour, before 1 discovered the smoke 
of the steamer some few miles below, and beiog t^ 
fit a ferry on Loch Linne, from wMch passengers aie 
put on board, 1 waited her arrival, and soon afief 
was safely on the deck of ^' the maid of Morveo,' 
once again enjdymg the company of my friend Capt 
Bolton. We passed by Fort William* and the 
town of Gordonsburgh, v^ Ben Nevis in full view 
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at six o^clock. The fortress was first erected in the 
time of Cromwell, by Gen. Monk, and built only of 
turf. It was rebuilt of stone in the reign of William 
III., receiving bis name, while the village of Gor- 
donsburgh, then first formed, was called Maryshtirgh, 
in honour, of the Queen. The scenery is wild and 
sublime in its mountain groupings, and the vicinity 
is memorable in the history of the Highlands, and 
interesting, from the remains of the castle of Inver- 
lochy, supposed in ancient times, to have been a 
regal abode, another ruin, which there is reason to 
believe was once a residence of Banquo. • 

Two miles above Fort William is the commence- 
ment of the great Caledonian canal, by which the 
navigation of the German sea and the Western Ocean 
are connected, without the tedious and dangerous 
coasting of the north (^ Scotland, through a chain of 
lakes, conoected' ID its route. The distance from 
Linne Loch in the west, to the Frith of Moray at 
tlus place, in the east, is sixty-one miles, thirty-eight 
miles of the route being through Loch Lochy, Loch 
CHch, and Loch Ness, and the remaining twenty- 
three, tlie cutting of the canal. The first mile from 
Loch Linne, is a succession of locks, which from 
their magnitude and number, are called ^' Neptune^s 
Staircase.^' By these, vessels ascend from the west 
to the general level of the canal and lakes ; and as 
several hours are required for the passage of the 
steamboat through them, the arrangements are such, 
that this is accomplished at night, while the passen- 
gers are lodged at an Inn at the upper lock, to which 
they walk, leaving their luggage on board. The 
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canal is one hundred and twenty feet i^ekie a: 
top, tidy feet at the bottom, and twenty feet c 
and the locks one hundred and seventy feet ; 
and forty wide, thu& allowing the passage of a s 
frigate, or of a merchantman of thb largest class 

At day-break tliib morning we were sumina 
again to the boat, which had attuned the sifis 
level. The morning was wet, and the moms 
covered with mist and clouds ; once only we k 
full view of Ben Nevis, whose summit and nortl^ 
side was still marked with beds of snow. T^ 
the loftiest mountain in Great Britain, being m 
tlmn four thousand three hundred feet in height; 
having seen the Cordilleras of South Americai 
mountains of Hawaii, and other islands of 
Pacific, and even the ridges of the Alleghany, io C 
middle states of the American Union, there is noi 
very imposing in the loftinpss of.Ben Nevis. 

Loch Lochy ten miles in length, and little m 
than one in breadth, and Loch Oich three mitt 
long, and a half mile broads are not particularly t 
teresting in the scenery of their shores. They an 
bordered principally by mountains covered w0 
moors and naked sheep walks with glens betwees 
them, running to the north and south, memorable is 
history as the abodes of clans whose names are stif 
the general cognomen of their inhabitants. 

At the entrance of Loch Ness from Fort Williaii 
stand the town and fortificationB of Fort Augusti^ 
It is a neat and pretty place, surrounded by rooci 
delightful scenery. We were amused chiefly tim 
while waiting the passage of the boat from the lock 
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of the canal, into the lake, by the crossing of thou* 
sands of sheep from the north, attended by the shep- 
herds and dogs, and observing the great sagacity and 
admirable training of the latter, in keeping the 
flocks HI' the places in which their masters wished 
them to move. Loch Ness, which we here entered, 
is twenty-four miles in length and varies ' from one 
to one and a half miles in breadth. It is a fine sheet 
of water, and in its shores, wooded side hills, and 
whole character, is more like an American lake than 
most others seen by us. . Along it on either side are 
some noted glens, and here and there the ruins of an 
old castle. 

About mid-way in its length, some twelve miles 
from Fort Augustus are the celebrated Falls of 
Foyers, on the estate and near the residence of Fraser 
of Foyers. It is customary for the steamboat to come 
to anchor here for an hour^ to alk)W the passengers 
to visit the falls; and, with others, we ascended a 
steep hill, a mile in length, overlooking the grounds 
and iBansion adjoining, to ascertain how far they 
merited th^ praise so often lavished on them. The 
scenery around is wild and beautiful, and the fissure, 
or narrow glen of rock, over and through which the. 
stream pours, singular in its characteristics, and 
well worth a visit. In the cascade itself we were 
disappointed ; though^ had we not read and heard so 
much of its sublimity and grandeur, it is probable 
we would have been more strikingly impressed by it 

At every advance towards Inverness, we now. per- 
ceived an improvement in the whole as^ct of every- 
thing. The town makes a handsome appearance at 
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a dislaoce, and cm laoding and gazing arou:! 
every direction upon a fine agricultural and t; 
region, with a flourishing town in the midst i^ 
having for so many days been surrounded odU 
the comparative poverty and nakedness oftheli; 
lands, we felt as if we were once more in a k-j 
comD(X>n comfort and civilization. Inverness isof 
the northern capital of Scotland. It is a neat I 
well-built town, containing some twelve or & 
thousand inhabitants, and lies on both sides oi) 
river Ness, at its entrance into the Moray Fri 
fine bridge of stone and another of wood, codd 
its different sections. 

At this season of the year there is so much tn^ 
ling in Scotland, that the best houses IreqyeDtly t 
much crowded. The steamboat lands the pase 
gers a mile from the town, and we availed ourset^ 
of {he proflered services of a servant in livery. ^^ 
Ung without his master, to secure rooms for usatu 
Caledonian, by goii^g in advance. This he dii ^ 
on arriving ourselves, we were ushered intoaparlo' 
of comfort and elegance, much more congenial ^^^ 
taste of my travelling fiiend, than any we bad ^ 
since leaving Dumbartonshire. 
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LETTER XLV; 

antry between Inverness achd Elgin — Moorof Culloden — Castle 
Stewart and MacintQsli castle — ^Yiew of Fort George-><rIts in- 
iefennble nte— 6awdoir Casde, where l^nncan V* 8aid*4o liaye 
b^«n fnordered^by Ifaebed^-^Seiith oo winch Macbeth nfbt tflie 
witchea-^BridgejusiXMathe Jtlndhoni-^Towii.ofFqnrea^Aniiral 
at Elgin — General aspect of Uie pbce — ^Its public ^uildmgs and 
institutions of philanthropy and beneyolence<— Buins of its cathe- 
dral-».'Beauty of ttie ardiiteetnr*^— Chapfer House and Burial- 
place of the hvkfiB and BucheMBs 6[ Gurdbn. 

• • • 

£A4 VIBGINIA. 

AFtCE^ a day in Invf roe^s we took tbe coach on 
i'rkiay afleroopn^ at tliat place for £lgin»di$tant forty- 
\vo miles,,. The intervening country, especially in 
he vicinity of either town, is fertile and richly Cpl- 
ivated. Three or fotir miles from Inverness, we 
:aDie witbiQ sight of the inoorof Cullul^n, where an 
BXtinguisber was placed forever uppii the hopes. and 
schemes of the udfortunate house of Stuart. Tbe 
road not far from it, passes immediately by Castle 
gtewart, ao old and lofty, byut not extensive mansion 
of the Earl Qf Moray, with turreted. angles. It was 
at tbis.castle, that Prince Charles slept the night pre- 
vioas to tbe battle, while some two miles south of it 
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on the edge of the moor, stands Macintosh Ci^ 
the quarters, at the sasie time, xA the opposing a. 
mander, the Duke of Cumberiand. From the n| 
we had a general view of the battie-groundHi 
sufficient to answar the purpose of the fourist; §b 
there are on it at present, no distidctive traces (i^ 
conflict by wMcb it is distingoisbed; 

At the distance of twelve miles from Inverness,!! 

had a full sight of Fort Oeoi^j on the shores ofi. 

Frith of Moray, with a view along the Gennj 

Ocean of the coast of SooUand, alinoat to its extie^ 

point at " Johnny Groats House*^' . Fort Georpi 

one of the most regalar fortresses in <Treat Briia^ 

It was built in 1 747^ as a pheck iipon the &ighiHim 

Of it a British tourist writes, "" Nothing appears i 

have been overlooked that conld have cGodacei ^j 

the comfort of the garrison, or %Ad to the secority 

the place, save in the chmce of a mte. An cid f^ 

who escorted us round the ramparts, and who 

been honorably maimed at BuHker's HtU^ BS3e!id\ 

that it was so thoroughly tx>mmaQded by the adjacfli 

heights, that the bravest general of modern 6^ 

could not attempt to hold it agaiqst an army ^ 

appointed with artillery. We did not presume ^ 

dispute this important pdnt, while our own less e^ 

perienced eyes le^ us to draw a similar concfiusioQ' 

Shortly after losing sight of this on the Icfti^li^ 

coachman poidted out to us at a distance on tfaeii^ 

Cawdor or Calder castle, timed as the reputed pb|^ 

of the murder of Duncan by Macbeth. You 

find, if 1 -mistake not^ an interesting and lively ^ 
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scription of this building, by Mrs. Grant of Laggan, 
in her ^^ Leit&rs from the MaurUam^'^ Near it, we 
crossed ^^ the Uasted heath,^^ on which the interview 
bet ween 'Macb^h and '^the wdrd insters,'' as repre- 
sented by Shakspeare,^ is said to have taken, place. 
It has k)6t much of its dis^nctive character since those 
days ; and such Jiave been the encroachments on 
eveiy side of the agricaltuiists, that4he witches would 
now scarce find reoni^for their hrooms and tauldron, 
in the performaoce ef Uie unearthly (urgies attributed 
to thefid. ^ . • •- 

Before reaching Forres, we crossed the Findhorn 
by a feiry, a former bridge t>v^ it having been car- 
ried away by a flood. ' A new structure of the kind^ 
isiaow^bein^'tbrown^across the stream. It is-to be 
a suspension bridge,, tad when finished, wilKbebf 
gres^beaQty-*-the. abutBients are .formed of a'iine 
white free stcne, and terminate in- embattled gottnc 
towers. Forres is a neat wdl-fatdlt town/ A-monu- 
ment to Nelson, iin a neighbouring httl^and a granite 
shaft covered, with hierogtyphics, the originr and his- 
tcMry of which \» unknowDt at One end of the town, 
were pointed out to- us as we drove through. 

The approach to Elgin commands an extensive 
rai^e of w^ll cultivated ^nd beautiful country, orna- 
mented l^y extensive plantations of pine on the 
estates jof the- Earl of Fife,, a principal proprietor ia 
the county. We" slept at this place, * and in the 
morning, i)efore taking a chaise for Fochabers, the 
town^ adjoining Gknxlon castle^ ^strolled over its pria- 
cipal sections. There is a Very gaaeral air of com- 
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fort aroiibd, and its public hiiildiiieB are of more: 

ordinary respectability*. A new church in thecei 

of the town eonstracted of a Ught-ooloared stooe. 

Grecian architectttre, is a conspicuoas onmt 

and stands in agreeable relief^ to the old Tolboi 

or town prison, with its narrow, grated wiiMior 

turreted comers, and lofty spire, knsiiediately :, 

posite, in the maiket place or open square. i 

Elgin has been angularly ibrtuoate^ within ai^ 

years, for so small a town^ in one* paiticuiar, tkJ 

endowments of benevofence anc) piely, by nathfe * 

the place, who have risen Jrom poveity and dsj 

rity, to wealth and «4i^nction^ * One 

whose history we Were informed was t>f this<^l 

racter, has 1^ a monument of his pUIantfaropyio 

extensive hospital, with funds to support k-^ ^ 

spicuous dbject in entering, the tm^a from lavenK^ 

— and another has endowed aotnstitutioD fo*^ 

*^ Education of youth, and the support of old ag& 

The building for this last, is nearly completed, ^ 

is a handsome, well arranged, and ce^y -structii^ 

The individual making this appropriation, was a poor 

boy ef the town, and apprenticed to a mecbaoK^ 

H6 broke his indentures, and escaped, to LoiKiM 

enlisted in the East India Company ^s service ^^ 

common soldier, in time ,tb lay tlie foundatioDS« 

his fortune at Serrogapatam ; was promoted, ^ 

rose to the rank of a genen^l offioer, with weal* 

sufficient to endow the institution with a M^ 

seventy thousand pounds. . 

The principal objept of admiration to Viators 



RUIN» OF ITS CATHEDRAL. 185 

Elgin, however, is the ruins of its once magnificent 
cathedral. They are indeed beautifiil, and well 
worthy the visit of an hour. It was erectedin 1414; 
and appears to have been a' splendid edifice, of 9 
rich gotbic architecture. Most of the ruibs in 
Scotland, of this, character, are to be traced in their 
fall, to the era of the jeformation, but the ca];hedral 
of EUgin, was despbiled^ We are told, for the sake of 
its roof of lead, at n time Qf financial pressure in the 
kingdom — this article being exchanged for g6]d, in k 
barter w^ith the t)utch The outer walls, ^nd the 
towers, are still standings and the eastern and 
western ends exhibit adjoiirable specimens of the 
architecture d* the age in which it was built. The 
chapter house on one side of the chcTir, is in perfect 
preservation, with the exception of the pavement 
and windows* It is a b^utiful 6ctagon room, with 
a* groined ceiling, the arches springing in every direc- 
tion from a ddstered- pillar in the centre, and from 
corbels a^inst the walls* 

On the opposite ^ide of the choir is an aisle,, en- 
closed by an iron railing, which has for centuries 
been the burial place of the princely house of Gor- 
don aiid Huntly. In it are several antique tombs ; 
and one modem monument of much beauty, erected 
by thejate Duke, in memofy of his mother, the 
third Duchess of Gordon, of whbixi a fine head in 
Italian marble' is-sculptured upon it. 
. Throughout the pile the carving in stone' seems 
to have been executed v*nth masterly skill. The 
devices in the capitals of the different pillars, are 

16* . 



186 



aCULPTintB OF THB OATHKMUUL. 



very various— « duster of grapes, with the loj 
and viae, in one, struck us as being as exquiaj 
true tp nature, as anything in arcbitectaral embe^ 
ment, wa have any where seen. One of the k 
toweiB IB accessible, and rrom it wb enjoyed io : 
brightness of the morning an extensive and beac 
panoramic view. ^ 



OOBBON CAsru. 187 



LETTER XLVI. 

BkSISXirCl 07 TBS^ DUKE 07 ffOBDOlT. 



rangetnentfl lbr« yisif to Gofdon Casde— Absence of the Duke 
ind pocheM of Gqrd90*-AmssU ait J'ochab jpw ■■ The Duke of 
GrordoQ-^Park stad Castle— jh^noipal suite of roOTQs — ^Private 
ipart3nent8<--Dmiiig<o6i&--<i€hapeW^amily worship and ser- 
/ices ot the Sabbath-^General character and reputed piety of 
the Duchess: * ' , ' ' 

^ Gurdim CasUe, Bm^^kin. 
EAR VIBOIKIA, 

Through the kindness- of Sir John Sinclair, of 
^ephenstoo, we liave for the last day or two, been 
.1 the enjoyment of the hospitality of Gordon Gastle, 
he principal residence in Scotland, of his uncle, the 
3uke of Gordon. ' , 

It had been hoped that we might be able lb rea6h 
his section of the kingdom, betbre the commence* 
nent of grouse shooting should take the Duke from 
the castle, to a lodge in the mountains, to meet an 
engagement for that amusement, with a party /rom 
Englapd On reaching Inverness, faowevjer, we 
found letters waiting our arrival, to apprise us of the 
necessary absence, of his Grace on the mpors; but 
begging ths^ tlus might, not prevent our visit to the 
castle, or the ^coeptancQ (^ vifom vvi^bin it,^ on our 
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way to Aberdeen. A kindness of which we ari 
ourselves for the Sabbath. 

Had we known 4hat the Duchess vhtbb at b 
when we arrived at Inverness, we shoyld have c 
on without delay, as the day of getting there, ' 
that on which we had been expected at the m 
Suppoang, however, that she was in company tf 
the Duke, we remained there to refresh ourse 
after the fatigue of our tour, for some da3ra preTti 
and much to our regret leaVned on arriving here- 
Saturday afternoon, that her grace had been at i 
castle, from the time we bad beea expected, tilU 
latest hour of Saturday that she could reroaio^^ 
accomplish a journey before night, of some weel 
appointment, with the Countess * of DenlHgh, ssj 
other ladies from England; v(^ thus niiss^ ihep] 
sure, by a few hours only, of bei)ig welcomed 
person t)y our noble, hostess, to. thei princely ma 
and domain, of which she is mistress. 

The Duke of Gordon is styled, in hmliRrpbtas 
ology, the " king of the ngrth^'*^ his influence ia f 
of birth, rank, and property, being moYe exteasi^ 
and more powerful than that of any other nobleiMi 
in Scotland. His father acceded to' the duMw 
with a funded property of more than i57O,()00, d 
an income frt)m his landed estates of more fto 
*50,000. His mother, as you know, was ooeof tk 
roost celebrated wits and beauties of her day ; ^ 
the alliances of the family are ^ith the first blood ni 
the empire. The Duke himself, as Marquess n' 
Huntly, vvas distinguished in military and politick 
life, previous to the death of his father ; and is 
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second ifi command to Wellington, in the iir^t regi- 
ment of the line, in^he Royal Army.' 

The castle is situated on the Spey, ten tniles (rom 
Elgin, near the town of Fochabers, which is within 
the environ? of its park.' Servants were watchii^ 
ouf arrival at its ^tes, and at the inn, and weVere 
not permitted to -alight in the town, but fiaMng a 
fine giate^ay of ^stone in castellated architecture, at 
one end of the village, were set down after the drivd 
of half a mile, i>y a winding approacht at the princ^ 
pal entrance. > The building stands an the midst of 
an old and beautiful park, and presents a fa9ade 
both on the north and south frontSt' of five hundred 
and si^ty-eight feet^ including a range cf offices at 
either extremity. The central part-^^ hundred feet 
in length, and proportionably deep,— ••isfoior stories 
high, with 'A projecting towers deini^unreted at the 
comers,' embattled, iand surmounted by a flag*sta^ 
in the middle of the south fix)nt. The whole pie of 
light stone, is massive' atid unybrm in its styld. and 
of modem architecture, except the. tower and some 
of the rdbms immediately adjoining :it whi^h are a 
part of the^ original* baronial castle of the family. 
Both fronts open upon fine lawns studded with nobje 
trees. A flower-garden and shrubbery encircle one 
wing, while a small lak« and island are not far dis- 
tant on the other* The pleasure ^and ornamental 
walks, without including the carriage driveli, mea- 
sure more than fifteen miles. - 

The entrance to the c^stlois.by a vestibule orna- 
mented with an Apollo fielvidere, and a Venus de 
Medicis, and several fine busts on pedestals. The 
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ascent from this to the priDdpal suite of roots 
the second floor, is by a handsome staircase of % 
carpeted with tiie Gordon tartan^ with whictl 
passages and corridors of other sections c^ the 
ing are also covered. The diniog-hall opens 
the landing in front of the stairs, while on thekj 
the entrance to the muaGHP0ora» a fine lofty api 
ment, tastefullyi though simply fiirmabed in \m^ 
and- covers of pink and wh)te chintz — the walls &| 
with paint jngs> and the room containing a piaoo 
organ, with a choice selection of books in two 
cabinets on one side* An antenxXMoi-,' in crii 
opf ns £x>m this and leads into one of the pi 
drawing*>rooms. Of these .there are two, one up 
each fiont> communicating with each other by laij 
folding doors across a passage extending fiw<^' 
end of the castle to the other* The haogiif 
and entire furniture in. bothare <^ the most 
and delicate taste-^i-the predominating colour 
a light drabf relieved byirioh gildSuig in 1bB ad 
bgs, and pabied ceilings.- A-prqjwtii^ wio^*! 
adds to the beauty of one, in which aiaoisaff^ 
piano, and some fine paintings, while varied articles 
of taste and v&riu are scattered in ^eg^nt n^k^ 
over both. 

The diniiig'room-is a magnificent apartnied^'"''^ 
with full length portmits of the wMe line of tl^^ 
and the Marquess. of tiuntly; and oroaoi^i^^^^ 
one end by four beautiful scagliola. pillars, with ni* 
Corinthian capitals of white. This hall is » ^^ 
the original feudal, castle ; and the ijat^ wukIo^ 
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by wliich it is lighted, stand io recess^ six feet xleep 
— ^the bare thicluiess of the wall. 

Another suite, containing the private sitting room 
and boudoir of the duchess, and the cabinet of the 
duke, with the dressing and sleeping-rooms adjoin-^ 
ing, has also been shown, us. Those of her grace 
are- delightful apartments, in furniture of blue, with 
an au'.of refinement, and a delicacy of taste, in the 
whole, oT the tnost attractive character. Adjdning 
the dtike^ room is one filled with the varied appa- 
ratus^ of n sportsman-— fowling-pieces, fishing-rods, 
whips furnished with whistles^ for his hoiinds* hiTnt- 
ing-homs, &^c. falsa an ermoury, containing suits of 
ancient armour, coats of mall, banners of historic in- 
terest in the fitmtly and kingdcxn, and a museum of 
curio§ities, itt which 1 soon distinguished a feather 
mantle, and various other articles of the workman- 
^ip of my old fiaend^^he Sandwich islanders^ - 

The* chapel, on the same floor with the principal 
rooms, -ill neaf and chastely ornamented. It is lighted 
from above, ar^ surrounded by a gallery for the ser- 
vants. ^The walk are in imitatioil of a delicately 
veined marble, Ihe 'floor laid with Brussels carpet, in 
the colour and.figureof oak inlaid, and the seats 
covered with cushions of idue. . I regarded this part 
of the establishment with spcftaal interest, from the 
reasons which 1 have to believe that the God of our 
adoration is here-worshipped ^^1n spirit and in trulh,'^ 
. as well as in form. I . yesterday held a service in it, 
with the faousdiold, and immediate dependents of 
the castle, and have offered with tbem the morning 
and evening saorifiee, to which they have been ac- 
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customed. At all times, when the duchess ^ 
home, there are prayers at June o^cioQk in then 
iDg, and at four o\slock io the afternoon — pre^ 
to the preparatious for dinuer, wbeu tbe bouse: 
aad guests can most convenienlly be assemble: 
the greatest number. When the chaplain is vl 
the castle, the duchess herself reads tbe Sciiptr 
and leads tbe worship of the cbapi^ On the i 
bath, the family and servants attend the ps: 
church in Fochabers in the morning-r— but tberr 
preaching in the castle in the. afternoon, and : 
duchess invi^riably joadi a sermon aloud in : 
drawing-roooi on that eveamgr whatever a&ay be J 
number or character of her guests; 

These traits^and others . equally interesting is 
manner of life pursued by her grace, were 
nicated to us by Lady SincliMr,^hi|<B at Stepbe 
with such warmth of interest, and such sweetoessi 
delineation^ that I anticipated with no ordinary sats 
faqtion, the pleasure of making her acquainrso^ 
All others we l^e metip this vicinity, join ia ^ 
tributing to her the most- noble and elevated chaiac 
ter-^'^rticutarly Mr. Wagstaff,.the duke^s principal 
agent or factor, who lias .been most polite inlzis^^ 
tentions and civilily to us. Her portraits indicaie 
much beauty, and gr^cefolness of feature and person 
She is accompEshed in music, to a cultivated md 
adds much natural sweetness and amiabtUiy of maD- 
ners, and above all, the charm of enlightened and 
unchanging piety. It is this oharacterisliciBorethiii 
any other that causes the regret i feel at herabse&ce 
from tbe castle. Pi^ty is the most ennobling gift o( 
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Grod. It adds new dignity to man, whatever be the 
rank or however high the elevation of office he fills ; 
but, if possible, it is still more becoming, and in a 
still greater degree, the peculiar and crowning grace 
of woman. Diffused in its warmth tlirough her 
gentle spirit, and mildly beaming on her brow, it in* 
vests her- with a halo more attractive than every 
earthly honour, and more resplendent than a crown. 
And thud it is that 

* 

** Heaven, when moft disposed to blpn^ 
Qlends piety with lovelineaQ.!" 
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JOUmVBT rmOM SOBSOV CASTLB to VASKAXXiT ■•«». 
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Notice of Aberdeen*- Diinottcr CMtle— Brechin Castle-flT 
Durainane— •n4 acene of Macbeth's death — Cupar Angur^ 
rival at Dunkeld — ^Beauty of the place^Park and 
the Duke of Atholl— Drire from Dunkeld to Binir A 
of Kitlikraiikie— Arrival at FaakaUy— Member* of the 
Drive to Loch TummeL 

IkiMOy Ornae, PeMn 
dCu^ufl 31atf, 1833. 

BSAR YIBOINIAf 

The journey froin Gordon Castle .to Dunkeld' 
by Keith, Huntley^ Invemrie, Kintpre, Abeidass 
Brechin, Forfar, and Cupar Angus — a distance 
one hundred and fifty miles^ wa^ almost last to ^ 
from constant rain during the two days we werea<> 
compFishing it. We were obliged to travel io 
inside of the coach, and thus were deprived ofaiiQod 
all observation of the country, which, so far as ff« 
could perceive, appeared rich and well cultivated. 

Aberdeen lies prettily on the sea-coast; ^^^' 
principal street^ is among the widest and best 
in the kingdom — very similar, in its general asp^j 
and the^ay granite of its^ architecture, to the band' 
somest parts of Eklinburgh. Like this last city too* 
itsdifferent parts are connected by' lofty bridges acids^ 
a deep glen below, filled with inhabitknts. ^^ 
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Stonehaven, on the second day^s travel, we had for a 
short time, a fine view of Dunotter Castle, overhang- 
ing the sea, and celebrated as the place in which the 
Regalia of Scotland were for a long time concealed 
during the Commonwealth of Cromwell, and from 
which they were secretly conveyed, just before its 
surrender to the republican army, by the wife of a 
cler^man of a neighbouring parish, who had gained 
access to the castle throiigh the besieging forces, as 
a visitor to the lady of the governor of the fortress, 
and by whom, with the assistance of her husband, they 
were buried and preserved, beneath the church of 
which he was the minister. - 

The Castle of Brechin, the s^at of the present Lord 
Maule, is also noted in the history of Scotland ; and 
at Forfar^ Malcolm Qanroore had a castle. A small 
islet on the loch adjoining, is pointed out as one on 
which the queen of this monarch had for a long time 
a favourite' residence. Near Glamnis is Gtamnis 
Castle, once famed for its magnificence, and alluded 
to in ^' Macl^eth,^' not long after passing which, we 
came in view of the hill of Dunsinane, upon which 
the usurper was besieged and near which he is said 
to have falleri. 

At Cupar Angus we met letters of invitation from 
Archibald Butler, Esquire, of Faskally House, our 
present host, the proprietor of one of the most beau- 
tiful mansions in the Highlands. He is a friend of Sir 
John Sinclair, to whom we are again indebted for 
the hospitality we are enjoying, it was our intention 
in any case, to have visited the celebrated pass of 
Killikrankie and Blair Atholl, within a mile of which 
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fimner {dace, Faskally is ; and leaving the coach at 
Cupar, we took a post-chaise for Duokeld, in Perth- 
8bire« 

We had beeo told that by taking Blaur Gowrie in 
our way from Cupar to Dunkeld, we should pass 
through a much more beautiful and romantic country, 
than by pursuing the most direct route. But after 
pas«ng through Blair, by a mtstakeof the postilion, 
we turned again to the road we had been advised to 
leave, and not only lost the scenery for which we 
were seeking, but added sonae miles to the distance 
of our travel. When within three miles of Dunkeld, 
we came upon the banks of the Tay, where it sweeps 
round the beautiful grounds and stately towers of 
Murthly Castle, the seat of Sir George Stewart 
From this point to Dunkeld^ the drhre is full of wikl- 
ness and beauty ; and on entering the town, though 
fatigued with the iravel of eighty-six miles, we were 
filled with admiration and pleasure at the romance 
and loveliness of the surrounding scenery. The town 
itself too, b just one of those which 

«riae 
In fund pride 'monp interaungled trees 1 
Above whose aged tops, the joyful swains^ 
At eventide descending fix>m the hill, 
With eye enamour'd mark the many wreaths 
Of piUar'd smoke high curling to the clouds." 

The picture presented, is that of a little valley, 
verdant and ricUy wooded— encircled with high hills, 
some entirely bare, some deeply clothed with flouiy 
ishing plantations of evergreen and hard wood — 
through which the Tay, in a winding coun(e,8weqpB 
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brightly 'add beautifully. A fine bridge of light*- 
coloured stone, is seen conspicuously in a range with 
the town, and beyond it, the ruinous arch and ivy-co» 
vered tower of a cathedral, several pretty cottages, 
omeiSf adjoining, with the extensive pleasure grounds 
and park, of a prindpai residence of the Duke of 
AthoU, i» the distance. 

' We remained one day here with great satisfaction. 
I know of scarce any place of the sarae extent, which 
can boast such varied and such eharming landscapes 
at different points of view, as Dunkekl ; and of its 
little valley, it may in. quaint pbcliey, truly be said — 

** Here be all new delights, cool streams and wells, 
Arbours o'erg^wn With woodbine, caves, and dells.*' 

A first walk of the morning, was in the ^park of 
Donkeld House, to which access is given by gratui- 
tous tickets procured at the fesidetiCe of the principal 
gardener, opposite the entrance gate, at the north end 
of the town. Ther^ is at present, no ducal rei»dence 
on the estate, except it be a small cottage iii which 
the Duchess dowager lives, near the town, on the 
banks of the river. The late Duke removed the old 
mansion a short time previous ' to his death, two or 
three years since ; and a magnificent pil^ which he 
commenced to supply its place, stands unfinished, 
bis eldest son and successor, being under a conimis- 
«on of lunacy^ from the Lord Chancellor. 

It would b^ impossible for -roe to convey to you 
any impre^ion of the varied beauty, and entire love^ 
Kness of a walk of^t^ kours^ Which 1 took within the 
enclosure — I say a' walk of fiye hourd, for I do not 
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know the number of miles passed over. Xbe enr 
walks laid out ob the estate^ measure, it is said, k 
roile^r while the carriage drives, oot touching tit 
are scarce less extensive. I can, at present, g: 
give the assurance, that fixMn the moment I ente^ 
the park, till 1 crossed its boundaries at a difiere 
point, and reached the village again by the briik 
at the end of the time mentioned, I never though: 
fiitigue, and was without interruptioo in the exeici- 
of constant admiration and delight 

At six o^clock this morning, we look the ooacfa t 
Dunkeld for filair Atholl, twenty miles to the oott. 
first along the banks of the Tay, and afterwards bj 
those of the Tummel and Gariy, to the latter place 
Blair Atholl is six miles beyond Faskally, but «f 
wished io view the whole scepery as far as Biair 
which includes the pass of Killikrankie. It is, pe^ 
haps, the most beautiful drive for the same dislaoct 
in Scotland ; and reminded me in many of its love- 
liest features, of different sections of the valley dtk 
Susquehanna, between the lake of Otsego, and the 
far famed Wyoming. 

From the predominating imagery of the passes in 
the Highlands,, previously visited by us, 1 had ex- 
pected to find in that of Killikrankie a frowsiug, 
frightful glen, exhibiting something, at least, of the 
desolate and intimidating aspect of Glencoe, but ia 
place of this, we were surprised to meet ooiy a 
smiling and softly- wooded deU, deep, narrow and to- 
maQtic it is true, with steep hills- on either side, but 
not presenting, as seen from theroad, anything fearful 
or sublime to the eye. Killikrankie cottage, the 
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residence of Major Hay of the Royal Army, is 
perched beautifully upon a cliff, on the western side 
of the Garry, in the midst of the pass, with a tasteful- 
ness of architecture and embellishment, seldom sur* 
passed. A mile or two beyond, is the battle ground 
OD wluch the noted Claverhouse fell, with the precise 
spot where he met his iate, pointed out by a rough 
stone, taken fix>m the adjoining stream, it is probable, 
and planted as it now stands, early after his death. 

The day, though bright and beautiful in atmo- 
sphere,has been as cool in temperature, as an October 
morning in America, and we were so completely 
chilled by the travel from DunkeM, as to feel indis- 
posed to visit the grounds- of Atboll House, fkmed 
for their beauty. ^ It is an estate of the AthoU family, 
occupied at present by Lx>rd Glenlyon, the second 
son of the late Duke. We also learned here, that 
Mr. Butler, who had been spending some days at 
AthoU House, had left early for Faskally, under an 
impression that we should be with him. soon after 
breakfast. It was then midday, and taking a chaise, 
we returned almost immediately to his residence, 
which we reached in time for luncheon. 

Our host is a young . unmarried gentleman, the 
only son and heir of the late Col. Butler, a lord 
lieutenant, and otherwise distinguished inhabitant of 
Perthshire. His mother,, a daughter of the late, and 
a »ster of the present Sir Neil Meudes of Castle 
Menzies, is at- the bead of his establishment — Miss 
Richardson, an intelligwt and interesting young lady, 
a friend and companion of Mrs. Butler, making up 
the number of the family proper.. 
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The gendemeD of England and Scotland, sp: 
trouble in the entertainment and gratificatioD oi • 
guests, and the day, by the time we had finishec 
lunch, having become more mild than in the mon: 
we were immediately after it, in a phaeton with 
host, for a drive before dinner. The rivers Tm 
and Garry^ unite on the grounds of Faskally, m 
rumbling of the falls of the former, are coostaf 
heard at the house. The course of the Gam 
had followed in the wHy to Blair Atholl, and ■ 
Butler took us up the . valley of the Turomel. 
crossing the Garry at the entrance of the pas 
Killikrankie, over a bridge of fearful height, fromi; 
bed of water and the rocks below. At the em 
some six or seven miles through a wild glen-like^. 
we gained the top of a hill, from which we hai^^' 
expected and beautifiil view of Loch TimMnel,ele^^ 
miles in. length and one or two broad, with a ^ 
perspective of glen and moimtain in the M^\ 
closed in at the end of some fifty miles, by Ae ^ 
points and waving outline of the mountains of ^^ 
coe. This view was the particular object oft^^' 
cursion : on turning round,one almost equaUy stim 
though destitute of the foreground x)f v^ater, ^^f^ 
sented dov^ the valley of the Tummel, whith W 
us in constant admiration, till we again reac/)e(/^| 
immediate viciniry of the mansion of onr friend. 

Faskally is the place at ^hich Lord Elcho »*' 
at Gosford, he hoped to join us. We are ft 
pointed to find that his Visit has already been tna* 
and he hastened to Lothian again, by the rece»^ 
marriage of a sister. - 
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VI9IT AT FA8KALLY HOVtB. 



Company and remuna of Highland coatoma— The national dreaa of 
plaid and kik— iHper in the hall at dimiei^-JIan. Mr. Murray* 
heir presumptive of the Dukedom .of AthoU— Pai^ church 
of Pittochrie — ^Sermon and psalmody— ^Aspect of the gene- 
ral Congregation — Difference in the imitatiye character of the 
peasantrjr here,' and similar daaaes in America-^Description of 
Faskally House- and grounds — ^Beauty of ita approaches, and 
view from the mountain top. 

. FatkaUy Houae^ Perthakire, 
Sepfember 3, 1832/ 
DEAR VIRGINIA, 

The hospitality of the mansion at which we are, 
is sach, that we have not beeh without fellow-guests, 
at any moment since our coming. 

Miss Butler, an aunt of our host, was here on our 
arrival. Mr. Ferguson, a brother of Ferguson of 
Woodhifll, whose notes during a recent tour in Ca- 
nada» and in the United States, are attracting con- 
siderable notice just at present, and deservedly, so 
far as we can judg^, from the manliiiess and can- 
dour of extracts which we have seen — arrived to 
dinner the same day. ^e Hon. Mr. Murray, a 
fion of Lord Gleiilyoh, and heir presumptive to the 
Dukedom of Atholl, Mr. Macgrcgor, the eldest son 
of Sir Evan MacgregoT, and Mr. Menzies came on 
Saturday, and the Eari of JHopetown, ftnd Major 
Hill yeflfterday. 
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Some few traits of Highland life, are still rete 
in the fatoily, sufficient to give additioaal inu 
and variety to us, as foreigners, in the visit, bl 
leave characteristic impressions of it upon the c: 
Some of the gentlemen, for instance, virear the 
tional costume, as full dress at dinner, the pipe 
the same attire, plays in the hall while the cotm- 
pass from the drawing-room to the table and du* 
the repast, and Mrs. Butler enlivens the later h: 
of the evening, by a variety of pibrochs, strath^ 
and reels on the piano. 

The fiiU dress of a chieftain, such as that wb 
we here see, is certainly picturesque and gracet 
whatever may be said of the bare knees accompac 
ing it. Mr. Murray, being a chieftaia of the b" 
rank, the head of his clan, wears two tartans. E 
coat and plaid, being that of AthoH^ and his kilt, ti^ 
of Murray. He is quite young, just entered atoc- 
of the colleges of the university of Cambridge, aoc 
as is also the case with his cousin Mr. Macgregof. 
is uncommonly handsome, and gentlemanlike in b 
manners. His mother is a sister of the Dukeo: 
Northumberland, and, in addition to the Dukedom 
and estates ^f Atboll, he, in this line, is next heir i 
after Lord Pjudhoe« to the immense estates of the 
Percys. 

The parish church which the family attend, L< 
three miles from the house, and one, by a cross rd 
from Pittochrie, a village on the principal route tc 
Edinburgh, of which Mn Butler is the proprietor. 
We wen^ to Worship there yesterday, the compan) 
forming quite a retinue of carriages, horsemen 
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and grooms. The day was fine, and there was a 
general turn out of the gentry of the neighbourhoodi 
as wed as a large congregation of the peasantry, 
and other common inhabitants. Throughout Scot- 
land^ 1 beheve the fashionable part of the congfega- 
tio0, occupy pews in front in the gallery ; and these, 
on this occasion, were crowded in addition ta the 
party from Faskally, With the Hays of Kiitikrankie 
Cottage, the Alstons of Urrard House, Mrs. Beau* 
mont, the lady of Captain Beaumont of the navy^ 
and her sister Miss Mac Donald, daughters of 
Mac Donald, Lord of Isles^ in many of whom 1 was 
happy to obsenre, not- only .a most respectful atten- 
tion, but evidences of unaffected devotion during the 
worship. The service, in its prayers and sermon, 
was spiritual and impressive, the subject of the lat- 
ter being the fear of God, but the psalmody the most 
grating, upon the ear and. nerves, I recollect ever to 
have heard. Whatever may be its eflfect upon the 
hearts of those accustomed to it, upon my feelings, 
tbe tendency was anything but devotional. 

The congregatbn, in general^ was the most respect- 
able in its appearaiK>e, of any we have yet seen in a 
country church -in Scotland. In most cases before^ 
the whole mass of tbe common peoplci in their dress 
and rudeness, have appeared like the beings of an- 
other generation, wearing what seemed in fashion, 
to have been the coats and gowns, hats and bonnets, 
of their great grandfathers. So much was this the 
case, particularly in the Highlands, that 1 could not 
avoid reflecting in view of it, how different would be 
the fact in tbe Vnited States, did there a place exist 
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wiUun its boundaries, in which lasbioa of dress ii 
camdeoD forms. bad not made its way* The 
carriage which should drive through it, in the n( 
ner io which hundreds do through Scodand io 
travelling season, would at once produce an innr 
tion.in an American village, in ibis respect 
Yankee giri, should she have no opportunity 
glancing for a moment 'at the attire of the h 
withiq, would «eize, as the equipage flew by, tiief 
of the dress and bondiet of thedressiDg woman, 
the box or rumble, and be sure to present an e^ 
dence of her tact at imitation, in the next appes: 
aoce she made at meeting, or elsewhere among ^ 
rival belles of the neighbourhood. 
But i am foigetting^ the beauty oS Faskally— ' 



** A spot of earth so tweet, you might (I veen) 
WeD guess some congregation of the elres^ 
To sport b^ summer moons, had idiaped it for theitaadfei' 

' -The first i^ew of it, in the brightness of the nxxih 
ing^s sun, when on our way to- filair AthoU, to 
Dunkeld, was fascinating, and gave promise io tlie 
architeetural taste and elegance of the maosioo, ani 
in the loveliness of the imagery around, of a degree 
of gratification in tlie visit, which has by no meaos 
been disappointed. It is just one of those ^ 
which as a birth-place and a home, would, with my 
temperament, hav» a charm which would keep me 
ev6r in admhratioa of the sum>unding scenery, and 
its capability for the daily exertise of taste in its em- 
bellishment by art 

. The houde just rebuilt on the ske of an older man- 
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sion, is a beautiful specimen of the irregular manorial 
style of arcbitectuce preceding the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth'— the design by Bums, a distinguished ar- 
chitect of Edinburgh. The principal front is about 
one hundred and twenty feet in length, and, with 
the other sides, is ornamented by pointed gables, 
projecting windows and turrets, placed at unequal 
distances in the angles, and surmounted by beauti- 
fully tapering spires. The entrance is by a vestibule 
into a hall, with the most beautiful staircase of oak 
we have anywhere seen, and into which the dining 
and drawing-rooms on the ground floor open. These 
are all spacious and lofty apartments, with windows 
opening in different directions upon scenes of varied 
beauty. In front is an extensive lawn, spreading 
gently to the banks of the river Tummel, a quarter 
of a mile or more distant It is studded and fringed 
at the water side with trees, and sprinkled here and 
there with sheep and cattle, quietly grazing on its 
verdure, with no sound to disturb them but the cease- 
less murmur of the *^ Falls of the TumnSel,^' a mile dis- 
tant, near its junction with the Gany, at one comer 
of the grounds. Beyond the Tummel, a farm rises 
beautifully on the opposite side hill, from the summit 
of which a lowly farm-house is seen peeping from a 
clamp of trees, while all above 



.«( rocks sublime 



To human art a sportive semblance bear ; 

And purple heather colours all the clime 

Like sunset battlements^ and towers decayed by time. 



»f 



On the east, at the distance of half a mile, on the 
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west, at that of a mile, and on the northy immed^ 
in rear of the mansion, in place of naked rocb 
lofty hills covered with thick plantations oi 
deepest green, overtopped by. others more is 
spective, of the purest blue ; the vt^hole formL 
wild mountain scene, with a little lairy land of 
ness and beauty in the centre, in ivhich the Wi 
nymphs of a fabulous era might hare deligba 
wander, and the muses themselves might have k 
inspiration for poetry and song. 

There are three different approaches from 
public road — the entrances to each beii^ byoSi 
mented lodges, one of which, a mile and a baK 
more in length, is more varied and beautiful M 
any 1 have observed in the kingdom ; and the vk 
of the whole, as seen in miniature from tbeto^-^ 
the hill north of the house, at an elevation of «^, 
hundred feet, to which Mr. Butler tooir (oe 
morning, presents a picture of romance aad lo^ 
ness seldom equalled even in a sketch of 6uicjf^ 
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LETTER XLIX. 

»oim pmox wamkjlult to zDnrBURttH. 

Departure from Faskally — Countiy between it and Perth— Birnam 
"^ood— Pertibt and the bridge across the Tay— Palace of Scone 
—Courtesy of the ftmily in the exhibition of the mansion — 
Paintings and sculpture — Articles remaining of the furniture of 
the royal palace — ^Needle-work of Mary of Scots— James VI.'s 
roonuH— Driye from Perth to Edinburgh — Richness of the coun- 
tiy, and froHluIness of the year— The gathering of the harvest — 
Distftiit view at eveniiig of Bcfinburgfa. 

Ye^er HoiuCf East Lothian^ 
SqpUmber 6ih, 1833. 

DEAR VIEGINIA, 

Immediately after Itiocbeon, on Monday, we 
took leftve of Faskally^ for Dunkeld — ^not without 
casting many a ^ lingering look behind,^' upon the 
loveliness of its scenery, blended with the kindliest 
feelings towards those dwelling beneath its turrets. 

The drive ta Dunkeld was more strikingly beauti- 
ful to my eye, than on going up, and from the splen- 
dour of the weather, was probably never seen in 
finer light and tint After sleeping at Dunkeld, we 
were early the next day on the road to Edinburgh, 
soon passing by *^Bimam Wood,"— now reduced to 
a couple of decayed trees— and arrived at Perth in 
two hours. Perth is situated in the midst of the rich 
and beautiful valley of the Tay, and is a handsomely 
built town, with a noble bridge stretching across the 
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riven We remained in it, waiting for the coach fiom 
Aberdeen, long enough to allow of a visit to Scone, 
— ^a mile on the north — a splendid vaansion of the 
£ari of Mansfield, and once the site, as you will 
remember, of a principal palace of the Scottish 
monarchs, and long the depository of the stone on 
which they were crowned. 

The present edifice is an extensive quadrangle of 
red granite in Gothic architecture, with embattled 
parapets and turrets. While walking through the 
park, 1 perceived from the appearance of the house, 
— ^ladies promenading in the grounds, and horses 
and grooms at the door — that the family were at 
present there ; and felt some delicacy in ringing for 
admittance. On dping so, however, we learned 
from the servant receiving us, that the house could 
be seen ; and the groom of the chambers^ as styled 
by this subordinate, was accordingly summoned to 
be our cicerone. 

The whole establishment is princely; and con-* 
tains some exquisite pieces in sculpture and painting 
of the most distinguished masters in the respective 
arts. The drawingnnoom, in its furniture of blue and 
gokl, is most tastefully and superbly fitted up. As 
we entered the hall, the door of an apartment at the 
farther extiremity was opened, and a young lady of 
the family appeared for a moment at it. Perceiving 
that we were strangers, liowever, she retired again 
with a slight inclination of the head in courtesy. 
While in the drawing-room, we heard a harp from 
the same apartment, and of course did not expect to 
be shown into it But the groom excusipg lumsdf 
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for a moment) passed in, and on returning, led us 
forward. It was the libraiy ; and the harp, as we 
discovered, had been removed into the room next 
adjoining. After passing from the library, and view- 
ing some curious old cabinets, once the ornaments 
of the old palace, and some busts in a corridor, we 
were led back to the suite, and shown into the room 
which had been before passed by. It was the pri- 
vate sitting-room of the countess, and that into wfaich 
the harp had been carried from the library : where 
its tones again* now told us it had been returned, for 
the continuance of the practising of the fair perform- 
er. 1 mention the incident in proof of the cour- 
tesy of feeling, which must exist where such willing- 
ness is manifested to submit to interruption and in- 
con venience, for the gratification of persons, entirely 
unknown. 

One of the bed-rooms above stairs contains the 
bed and furniture of crimson damask, used by the 
late Lord Mansfield, when ambassador at the Court 
of France. In another, is exhibited a bed of crim- 
son-satin, the needle- work of which is 3aid to be that 
of the beautiful Mary, when a prisoner in the castle 
of Loch Leven. And a third, with a dresnng-room 
adjoining, contains the entire furniture of the apart- 
ments- occupied at Scone, by James VI., the last 
monarch with whose presence the palace was ho- 
noured. 

The most extensive and most striking apartment* 
in its architecture, is the gallery.. This is a GrotUc 
hall, one hundred and sixty feet in length, and forty 
or more in breadth, ornamented with. paintingSi and 
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lined with busts on pedestals of the family, ando 
heads, by Canova. A noble organ oecupies 
fiuriher end, and in the centre, on one side, is a gr 

piano, at which a young lady was seated ^^^hocL 

groom winspered was Lady Caroline A4!aLiisfia 
playing the accompaniment to a duet ^which * 
was singing with a girl of twelve or fourteen, f 
appeared to be a sister. We were w^itbdrar 
with a bow of apology for what we considered : 
btrusiony but the ladies continuing to sing, and 2 
groom to lead us forward, we took the liberty a 
second and more deliberate look at the )i ving- fom 
gracing the sak>on, as well as at the scalpture as{ 
paintings with which it is embellished. They^ 
handsome, and wore an air in figure and attitiKie, 
much unaffected taste and elegance. 

As we left, the Elarl of Mansfield, Lord Stomx^:. 
his eldest son, and two or three other genilem&l 
were standing in the portico, and we had again th^ 
awkwardness of making the cong£ of straogenr 
those to whose civility we felt ourselves indebted! 
in the exhibitk>n of an establishment, whose assx 
alone will ever invest it with interest. 

At four o^ckKk, we took the Defiance coach 
Aberdeen— -one of the most expeditious, and 
regulated lines in Great Britain — for Eklinbuigf)i 
forty miles south of Perth ; passing in the route Lock 
Leven, s6 noted for the confinement of Queen Marft 
and for her escape by the aid of young Douglas. The 
ruins of the casde are still conspicuous on the i 
which was her prison ; and make one of the 
interesting objects on the route. 
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The country for the whole distance is beautiful. 
On every side the harvest was being gathered with 
great spirit by thick groups of reapers and binders. 
The entire region being under rich cultivation, and 
the growth this season with which it is covered un- 
commonly luxuriant and productive. 1 never saw 
heavier crops ; and, with the sun beaming brightly 
upon the golden wavingsr of those still standing, and 
upon the thickly clustered sheaves of those already 
shorn, and cheering^ the hearts and labours of those 
shouting the harvest home, I was more than once 
during the drive reminded of the figures of the psalm- 
ist, in which he represents the hills and valleys' as 
laughing with fatness, aad singing and clapping their 
hands for joy. 

It was almost dark before, in our approach to 
Queensferry on the Frith of Forth, we for a second 
time caught, at a distance of fourteen or fifteen miles, 
the first view of Eklinburgh. The sky, too, had then 
become ot)scured and cheerless, still the outline of 
its bold crags and stately castle, its spires and 
domes,' was - magnificent; and if the colouring was 
less bright and gorgeous than on the day we crossed 
the Cheviot HiHs, the coup d'oeil now, with the Forth 
finr a foreground, and the blue Pentlands in the dis- 
tance, was scarce less grand and impressive. 
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LETTER L. . 

nsiT TO TIB XAm^vus or twssbd 

1 

Promiie of a return to Tester— Call upon lira. Grant €>f l»^ 

Reception by her, and interest of the interview — Ahp"- 
Yester House — ^Anecdote of Lord Arthur Hay, and Mrs. T- 
' lope— General opinion of her book on the manners oftheAMc 
cans—The Marquess of Tweeddale— His vvit in the Tb^ 
States, and present character— The MarchioiieaB auid her&E' 
of sons and daughters — Traits of the household — Guesis 
Tester — Amusements — Observance of the Sabbath, and eveiD: 
service— The young Earl of Gifford— Morning- waii: to i^^ 
goblin Hsll— Sepulchre of the Hays of Tester — GSaA,^ 
birth-place of Knox the reformer, and of Witfaerspooo his^ 
scendant, and a signer of the Declaration of Ind^>eiideoce: 
the United States. 

TaUr Hoiue^ JBaai ZjiOim, 
Sqftembar XOik, 183Z 
DSAR VIROIKIA^ . 

When at Stephenston, six weeks ago, we m^ 
an engagement to Lord Tweeddale, for a visit at 
Yestex before we should leave Scotland, h ff9& (S^ 
fulfil this, that on coining from Perth we directed oar 
course to Edinburgh rather than to Glasgow, to eoh 
bark for Ireland. 

We now spent an additional day in the capital) 
the most interesting incident of which, was the iote;- 
view of an hour with Mrs. Grant of Laggan. Mis 
Ren wick of New York, had furnished me with letteis 
to several of her friends in Scotland, and through ooe 
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of them, 1 had enjoyed the society of her sister, Mrs. 
Jeflrey and Miss Jeffrey, for an evening ; and it was 
to Professor Ren wick, of Columbia College, that 1 
was indebted for an introduction to this distinguished 
and excellent lady. Though now far advanced in 
life, she is still evidently in the full exercise of the 
same vigour and vivacity of mind, which long since 
gained for her the honourable and widdy spread 
reputation in the literary- world, which she enjoys. 
1 was charmed with the affability of her manner, the 
sprightlinesa and point of her conversation, and the 
spirituality and Christian philanthropy of her heart. 
She is, herself, nearly allied by blood to the Stewarts 
of Appin,and expressedmuch regret that she had not 
known of our intended tour in the Highlands, that 
she might have made us acquainted with some of her 
friends, at difSsrent pcnnts of the route we pursued. 

1 would have delivered my letter when first in 
Ekiinburgh, but was told that Mrs.^ Grant was not in 
the city at the time; and now it was not in my power 
to -accept a cordial invitation for the coming day, or 
even the hospitality of h(»r ordinary table, at the dii^ 
ner then about being served. 

The next morning, four days sinoe, we set off for 
Yester, pursuing the same road which we travelled 
in going to Stephenston, till within a few miles of 
Gifford. We arrived at an hour when the family 
were dispersed, for the outrdoor recreations of the 
^y — the Marquess and the gentlemen ehooting, and 
Lady Tweeddale and her daughters, with their aunt 
Lady Jane Hay, taking the air in the park. While 
in the drawing-room, still cap in hand, as the servants 
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were taking our luggage from the chaise, the ^ 
Ejarl of Giflbrd, with Ijord Arthur, a broths oi i 
years of age, with whom we had become quite &^ 
ites in our first calU came nmniiig in, to exvA 
us a manly and cordial welcome. We ipvere 8:| 
moment, turning over and looking at the titles of ^ 
books on a sofa^table ; and Arthur, with eviden 
hght, in an impression of giving us pleasure b;] 
formation, immediately exclaimed, ^* O Air. Ster.; 
we have an American book here*^ — addiag, whiie] 
attempted to find it — ^^^ Mr. Thompson has been 
ing it to us, and it is full of the funniest stories 
the/tifimes^ pictures!'' '' Ah !'' 1 said, ^ what is ill 
** Why, some one must have it in their nxxn," ^ 
his reply, after casting his eye round in a vain sBd 
for it, ** but it b Mrs. TVoUope!^^ an aoooanceiDflfl 
giving rise to a hearty laugh on our part, as to tL- 
Americanism of the production, in which our ya^ 
fiiends were very ready to jdn. . 

The conversation ot the evenings in the drnwii^ 
room, led me to mention the incident and theamuse-i 
ment it afiforded us, to the Marquess aod U^f 
Tweeddale. Upon which, his lordship stated, thatl 
it was not because it was in reading byaofoae 
it had disappeared from the drawing-room, bat 
feeling that it wouId,be no compliment to an Amen- 
can to find such a book on his tables, he hadordei«l 
it that morning to be removed. Adding, there aie 
two points, however, in which Mrs. Trolfepe aod 
myself perfectly agree— 1 unite with her fully in eTeq 
admiraticMi of New York, and also in the ackooff* 
ledgement she makes of the great beauty of tiK 
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American ladies, t suspect his opinion of the book 
OD most other subjects contained in it, like that of all 
persons of intelligence and standing, who have ex- 
pressed to us their sentiments in reference to it, is, 
that it is in truth, only a vulgar and scurrilous, though 
amusing caricature. We have not read it ourselves, 
but from all we gather of its character, are disposed 
to think, that the title would have been much more 
appropriate to the contents, and more true to the 
subject matter, had it read " Manners of the Domes' 
ticsy^'* in place of ** Domestic Manners.'^ 

The Marquess of Tweeddale, as you may know, 
served as the colonel of a regiment in Canada during 
the late war between England and the United States, 
and afterwards on the continent, in Spain, and else- 
where. After the establishment of peace with our 
country, he was for some weeks in the States, and 
acknowledged himself to be under obligations for the 
kindest hospitality, to many American gentlemen and 
their femilies. And upon this ground, principally, 
when we first met him, would receive no refusal to 
the invitation immediately extended to us, for our 
present visit at Yester. 

He is most simple and unaffected in his whole, ap- 
pearance and manner, possesses a strong mind, with 
excellent traits of heart and disposition, and an Her- 
culean frame and power of muscle. 1 had, as a 
college boy, met him in America, and knew from 
those who were mudi in his society, that he was at 
that time, full of conviviality and fond of the gaieties 
of life, and I was somewhat and most pleasingly sur- 
prised, to discovOT that in this respect, there has been 
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a very decided change in his disposition and character. 
He is now a serious and professedly religious man, 
and is not only a member, but an elder of the Presby- 
terian Church of the parish. The whold economy of 
the household, is essentially that of a spiritually Chris- 
tian family, with daily worship led by the Rev. Mr. 
Thompson, an intelligent and excellent young cler- 
gyman, the chaplain of the house, and private tutor 
of Lord Gifford and his brothers. 

Lady Tweeddale, who, previous to her marriage, 
was Lady Susan Montague^ a daughter of the Duke of 
]Vlanchester,'is fine looking, both in face and figure, and 
of sedate and dignified manners, blended with much 
feminine grace and sweetness. Though the mother 
of ten children, she appears scarce more than twenty- 
five or twenty-eight years of age, and the ladies Hay 
would be taken for her sisters, rather than her daugh- 
ters. The eldest of these, though sixteen, still appears 
among the company of the house, only under the re- 
gulations governing the younger daughters, and her 
brothers ; eating at the same table with them, and 
leaving the drawing-room in the evening, at the early 
hour appointed for them to retire. The whole femily 
appear to possess much mind and talent, and their 
training is such as to insure, as far as can be, happi- 
ness to themselves, and a respectability and useful- 
ness of life, beyond those which the mere possession 
of elevated rank and wealth can bestow. 

Our fellow-guests are Lord John Hay of the navy, 
lately appointed to the command of the Castor 
frigate, with orders to the Scheldt, Lord Edward 
Hay of the army, brothers of the Marquess, Admiral 
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Campbell and Mr. Hol(ieQ« Sir Jobo Skiclair came 
over to see us the first day of our r§tuni, and has 
dined with ' us daily smce. The recent birt)i of a 
daughter will deny us the happiness of again seeing 
Lady Sinclair, and of one more day^ at Stephenstpni 
wbicb Sir John was, anxious that we should give 
him... 

. Chir mornings have been vsirfously occupied. . The 
Qliflford, a branch of the Tyne, that hurries rapidly 
throjugb the glen io which the park and 4iouse are 
situated, affords fine .trout fishing, jn which Captain 
Bokon has taken severallessods with much tsuccess, 
while I haxre been sketching some of the surrounding 
scenes*. On Saturday morning we acppmpanied the 
Macquess and Admiral Campbell in partridge shoot* 
ing, attended by the gamekeeper and lus dogs, 
pointers ajfid,setter$. Lo|rd Tweeddale insisted upon 
our riding a couple of ponies in tfa^ excursion, ^hicti 
we did, observing with, deep interest tb& sagacity 
and admirable trainiqg of the dogs, till we became 
fatigued^ and returned to the house, while the gentle- 
ipe*n remained for an bOur or two longer^ pursuing 
their recreation. In the evening, in addition to the 
conversation of the drawing-room, we were favoured, 
until nineo^clock, with m.Msic fix)m thie young ladies, 
on ^le piano and harp, on -both of which instruments 
they perform with taste an^ execution. 

, The whole four appear in t the morning iat iun- 
clieon,. arvd in the evening in the drawing-rooixi, in 
uniform dresses of t)ie plainest kind, and in their 
whole manner and character exhibit a simplicity 
delightful, to my eye,'in persons or their rank, 
VOL. u. 19 
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Yesterday was the Sabbath. It is here, 
day of fxety and rest The arrangemeDts m 
eDce to it are such, that alt the spirants of the 
hold, notwithstandiDg the mmiber of guests 
mansion in addition to the members of the fi 
can attend church either in the morning or aftei 
When the weather is fine, no carriages or 
are ordered, and 9\\ walk, though tiie distance 
parish church, in the town of Giflbrdt is more 
mile, and the intenral between the nicmiio^ 
aAemoon sermons scarce more than an hour, 
aght o^cIock in the Evening, a sermon b read if' 
chaplain in the dining-room; Which the whole hoc 
hold is assembled to hear. * There was somethiofi 
serious and devotional, something so foecomiog 
Chrislisui character and imme, yet somethii^ 50 
dual in circles of the same rankj m^tfae grDupio^ 
the family, the guests and servants thus 
together, that my mind and feelings were deeply ii> 
terested in the scene, and 1 was happy to acmfe^l 
the request of Lord Tweeddala^nd Mr. ThoiBpsoo 
that 1 should make the evening prayer. Ttis IdH 
and as the Marquess, with a warm heatt gave loe 
his hand at, the close of it, I could not avoid esfx&sr 
ing the happiness I felt in witkiessing the exaiopk 
which himself and family were thus preseotiDg to tk 
circles around them, of the faith and trust placed bt 
them in that portion which '*the world can neitte 
give nor take away." And, on retumiag to ^ 
drawing-room, 1 had a long and interesting conver- 
sation with himself and the marchioness, in '^' 
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ence to. my nussionary life, and the friends left be- 
hind me at the Sandwich Islands* 

The young Earl of Giflbrd^ with much vivacity and 
intelligence of mind, possesses great ingenuousness of 
heart, paptain Bolton and myself were much inte- 
r9sted with him. the first day of our acquaintance 
with thafamily ; ajad bis lordship and myself have 
become great friends within Uhe few days of our 
visit. We t^e leave of Yester to-day^and he 
roused me by a tap at my bed-room ^this mornings 
before sunrise, for a walk with Mt, Thofnpson and 
Us broths Arthur, to the ruins of Gifford Castle, or 
^^ Hd>goblm Hally'^ of which J, have already given 
you some description. The morning is clear, bright, 
and bracing, and 1 secured a good sketch of the old 
tower, from ope of the best points of view in the 
vicinity of it. * 

Within a few^ hundred yards of the mansion at 
Yester, there is a . singularly t)eautifal specimen of 
antique Gothic architecture, in that which was once 
a small chapel or oratory, previous to tlie reforma* 
tion. It is now in p^wrfect repair, but overgrown in 
almost every part with ivy, and embosomed in trees, 
and has long been the family burial-place. The 
knowledge of this faet throws a melancholy interei^t 
aiound it, especidly when communicated, as is usu- 
ally the case, by some one to whom itis not on\y the 
XffOih of bis fathers, but the anticipated sepulchre of 
him^lfj and those most loved by him. But when 
alone, I have frequency gazed with admiration on 
the exquisite proportions of one of its fronts, the be- 
coming drapery of its windows, and the rich carving 
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of its tabernacled pinnacles. As we 'returnea 
our walk, I secured an outline of it also,- but 
time to finish the sketch before, the breakfasi 
summoned us to the worship of the moming. 

Did time allow, 1 might add a notice or two 
town of Gilford and its vicinity, of some tnte 
the post-chaise has already ahived fi^r our d 
and 1 can only state, that it claims tbe 
being the birth-place of Knox the Refbroaer, at 
his descendant, I>r. Witherspoon, so -distingiiisbe: 
America, as president of the College at Prince 
New-Jersey, and a signer of the DeclaratioD of 
Independence of the tJnited States. 
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LETTER LI. 

**• . . • » . . • 

Farewell at Tester— Expense of turnpikes in travelling by post— 
Balkdth— Roslyn Abbey a:pd Castle-f^Couniry in Lanarksiiire— 
E^esting>-*-The Becftdi a laborious people--ArriTaI at Bose 
Halt-^Geperaland Mbrs; Pye Douglu— l)etcription of their 
residonce-^Ruins of Boliivell Castle— Bol^well House— Fare- 

Direll to Scotland. 

• • • - ' f 

DEitR yillGINIA> . 

This is our ihird day ut the residence of General 
]^ Douglas^ another di^igbtftil place in- Scotland, 
thdugh fifty Allies* distant fjRom Chat from wbi^h my 
last letter was penaed. ^ • 

(^pt^. Bojlonhad letters to tMs geittleman and 
his lady (toia the Grahams, Rietmseys, and Brents, 
of Washingtoti City, who are nearly allied to^them ; 
and when with Admiral Fleming, at Cutnbemauld, 
a month since)* we made a mdming cISlII in a ^isit to 
Hamilton Falaeej and engaged to cetgrn for a day or 
two before prqceeding to Ireland. 
. The acqaain^anco of a fetrdayik only at Yester, 
was fully sufficient to-maki^ «uf leave-taking an un- 
welcome task ; aird we parted' mth onr friends there 
on Misnday with< feelings of painfiiltiess and regret. 
Our ftrst stage was to Dalkeith, «ome^ fourteen or 
fifteen iniles^ distootr by a routie which, from a frc* 
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quent change from road to road, caused the expeis 
the toll alene to amouot to some six or eight shik 
sterling, or about a dollar and a faalfl When \ss> 
ling post, the toH at the turopike gates, or bais 
here called, is paid by the person hiruag the cans 
and may usually be estimated at three pence of; 
currency per mile — making the whole cost twos^ 
lings a mile-^i)Ut on this pceasioa. We paid or, 
tlmn double that price. After viewing the pk 
and grounds of Dalkeith, a principal- resideBce of) 
Duke of Buccleugh, the keeping of whbse hm 
alone amounts to £5,000 and more a-yeaV, we pr 
cceded to the celebrated ruins of Roslyxi Casik u 
Abbey« . ^ 

These were the only objects of special emi 
and.ioterq^t in*this section pf the kingdom, wise 
we had not seen, either in near view or s^ aiS^^^i 
and though that wjiich afterwards proved to be tM 
gale of the autumnal equinox was blowiogi we ^| 
viated some miles from the route we intended ^ 
suing for the aatisfactioQ of beholding t&em. '^^| 
were amply cor^pensated, however, for the ioco&ve 
nience which, during a part of fch^ drive, we ex(x^ 
rieaced from the wind and dust ; and were deligbted 
with both the objects, which had^drawn us aside (nxo 
our course, , . - ' 

Immediately adjcnning the nbbey, /and in iroo^^ 
It, on the street, there is n. stable, through which y» 
pa£» to enter it, little to the advantage of a Brstiffl" 
pr^on* . It is smiiU, and:6n this side unador^^ 
with ivy^ or any ef the tlistinctive beauties ^ ^^ 
it is celebrated^ 1 was at first disposed to be gw 
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I, bttt a inoineiit> view of the interior^ 
3f the reiQaining side, was sufficient ^oconviace 
»f the justness of the claim to. pre-enuBeirce, ia 
richness of its ^mbellisbmehts, whfch> ft bojds 
re eveiy other remain of the florid Gothic in the 
;<lom. Its tracery in carved ^d fretted stone 
beautiful beyond deQcription, possessing aU the 
ciess and delicacy in- finish of so much lacei-work, 
L throughout is not less varied than it is exquisite. 
L the cdpitoJs of th^ columns, the inezes, cornices, 
1 the compartments cf its. vaulted' roof of stone 
^ in diQerent fiatterns,' and all of equally iqimitabte ^ 
irkmtoship. . - . . , "^ 

Xhe oastle standi beneath it on a bold promon^ 
ry, overlooking- the Esk, and the narrow and ix> 
antic vale through wliich it here -sweeps. This, 
so, ia^its chaoiacter is among ihe finest- we haye 
ien, and^tlie whole surrounding landscape wild and 
e>autifuL At this season of the year, Rosly n i3 con- 
tantly fre(|Uented- by travelling parties, and by the 
;efntry and their friends in the vicinity. % Among 
hose-' passing over the castle, at -the time we were 
;azin§ upon.it, were the Marquess alid Mutchioness 
:>f Lothian, in whose cpnftpany we unexpectedly re* 
cognized, as in efb old friend, the- fine features and 
lovely expressicm of a young^ lady who badv in two 
or three occasions in evening company in London, ' 
attracted our notice as among the most beautiful per- 
sonal we had seen in the kingdom V but who^ name 
or tide no, one with us at the time could give. So' 
familiar was the face tod figure to my eye, that for 
the 'first (boment, in forgptfulness of the places in 
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which I had seen them, 1 believed them to beti 
ofsomeAmericaiiacqaiiiiitafiCewbckse nameld 
notrecalL 

The country we travelled throu^ on the soccr 
ing day, in reaching Rose HaU« ten laiies eastr. 
bom' Glasgow, is in general rich, and fairly c. 
vated ; and every field almost in the wbolo distat 
tlie scene *of laboricAis activity in gathenng a \ 
harvest ofwheat, oats, and -barley*. From even, 
flervation which 1 hav6 made in Scotland, not a 
since the t^ommenoement of galherii^- the crop; 
the year^ but from th6 tkne. gf first croBmog its oc 
ders, I am persuaded that the common classes of 
inhatatanls aire more liBdx>rious ihafi those of 
other country 1 have yet visited. Every i 
in bumble -life seems engaged at all times, from^ 
eadiest dawn till the darkness of night, in soptieA^, 
some OGCupationy — and « this . universally at eTcf^ 
cabin, and in every town, withcAit r^garchlo aged 
sex, from' boys and girls,' scarce out of infimcyt ^ 
old grey-headed men. and women, bending at ef&fl 
step beneath a weight of yeais. 

Rose Hall is prettily situated on the eleva^ 
banks of a^mall stream, a tributaiy of the Cl]fde. 
It is^a large squsure mansion of ted gmaite, ibsf^ 
stories in height, ornamented with demi^urrete, witb 
pointed pinnacles at the an^s, and abattlemeoteif 
parapet round the roo£ A wing' on one ejMi cod- 
tains the kitchen, servants' hall, and oiEces, and a 
conservatory, at the other ^oommunicates ' with tk 
drawing-soom. There are n^any fine trees in tk 
grouqds -by whiqb it is surrounded ; and the giavci 
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drive in approaching it* from the soilth, near a mile 
in length, is among the prettiest we have seen. The 
whole establishment is one of elegance ^nd hospi- 
tality ; and in oUf visit to it, another spot is added to 
the list of thos^ in Great Britain, upcm which memory 
will often linger with interest and with prayer.. 

The General and Mrs. Douglas have both passed 
the meridian of life ; and, by the death of a sister a 
few weeks since, now constitute the entire family of 
the Hall. They are, of course, in full mourning, and 
not entertaining at present* Captain Phillips of the 
third regiment of dragoons, a nephew of General 
Dougtasv now quartered atHamilton, ^ few miles dis- 
tant, is the only person we have. met since our ar- 
rival. 

Bothwell House, a modern mansion of the present 
Lord Douglas, with the ruins of the oastle of the tiame, 
so noted in the history of Scotland, immediately ad- 
joining, is within three- miles of Rose Hall, The 
estate is one which belongjBd to the now extinct dqcal 
iamily of Douglas. Our hostess is a niece df the last 
Duchess' of that<title, and passed her early life at 
Bothwell ; and the morning of our viat she , took us 
over to it in her carriage, the General accompanying 
us on horseback. Lord- Douglas is at present at 
Douglas Castle, some twenty-five pr tUrty miles 
distant. Our friends, bowev<»4 have iiill access to 
the establishment, and perfiMrmisd for «8 the services 
of the masier on the.oooasiott. We knew little, of 
Bothwell, except fix)m history, and were both sur- 
prised and delight^ with the varied interest of the 
visit 
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Strongly attached to it frdiB eariy aasociataa 
welt as from its intrinsic beauty, Mrs. Dooglas,;^ 
from our remarks of the UtUe knowledge fo/sr 
by us of the [dace, was denrous of ahow^ it: 
best advantage, and in going over it, led us fromi 
to point of interest In its scenery, till our admsj 
reached a climax in the magnificent ruin, for % 
it is chiefly celebrated* With thb view, theca 
man on entering the gates was ordered thros 
retired drive, so screened by plantati<^ on etHier 
that we saw nothing of the grtNinds till we dref 
at a garden gate, opening ttwongh a high d^s^v 
of brick. The gardener waa not within, bat an 
ter key of the place, given by the propri^or^a6d| 
ra! Douglas, openedeverything to him, and wei)^ 
no impediment in a full access to the choicest A^*^ 
and fruits of a princely estaUisfadoaent of tbe 
Passing through these, we followed a r^ad 
beautifully shaded gravel walk, till, we reached 
banks of the Clyde^ and soon afterwards fitxn aSi 
alcove, at an elevated pcinU c»augbt the first vKVij 
the ruins, crowning a wooded cHflTbejrcMid a beof'^ 
the river, some hundred rods distant. They aR i 
themsdyes, altogether more imposing than those ^ 
Kenilworth — ^are not less tragic, if less poetic ini^] 
historic interest, and, beyond coo^partaon^ oaorebeai^ 
tiful in their surrounding imagery* 

I. could not rernt the tensfptalkia presented 
a sketch at this point, with time for which oiy i^ 
were very wilUng to iadalge me. We thcip cofA^ 
our walk -to it, for a near and full eaCaimnatioQ; ^ 
after a half-hour of musing and admiration, as^ 
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gazed upon the lofty rouiad toW^rs stili standing, and 
the traces of the pointed windows of its banqueting- 
room and chapel, which stamp it with lines of beauty, 
made oujr way through the miiagnificent old trees en- 
circling it, to the open lawn, across which now, for 
the first tiooe, we gained sight of the nxxjern mansion, 
a plainly built but spaciouaand noble edifice of red 
granite, some hundr^ or more feet in length, and 
four stories high. It stands at a fine point on the 
banks of the Cly^e, and thi^ pdneipal windows com- 
mand exteiK(ive views of its waters. 

We wererec^ved heFe by a footman and the 
housekeeper, and after passing through the suite of 
nx)fiQs, and viewing a large number of lamily portraits 
by Van Pyke,.Lely, and other masters, were served 
with Sandwichesand wine in the lihrary,^fore again 
joimng'OMr carriage tQ return to dinner. 

Capt»n Bolton and myself were so much delighted 
with the ri^ns, that we drove over to them again 
yesterday mornings though the ^day .was by no meand 
pleasant ; a heavy storm of wind with occasional 
showers of rain havitig characterized the weather, 
from the day we left Vester« The alternate sunshine 
^ad tempedt, however,* a£Ebrded the finest opportunity 
for viewing th^ time-worn pile* The sighing and 
nioaning of the autumnal gale s^med in unisdn with 
its imagery ; and, as I reflected on its history, and 
compared its former state with its present condition, 
1 could not avoid apostrophizing it in the language of 
the poet: 

•^ Ye inoss-grown walls, • 
Te towers defenceless! ^here ^e all yoUr trephies now? 
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Your tfaroQgcd eoorta— the rerrdty .the Ufsm^ 
That bespoke the gnndeur of &<houBc^ the homige 
Of its nei^otiriDf^ barons!" 

But the carriage of our kind friends will sool 
the door, to carry us on our way to Glasgow: 
roust close my letter, that I may have a few m 
in the drawing-room, before intenchanging the s 
tions of another adieu. In this it is probaUf 
have, dear V— ^, iqy last date in Scotland 
it with no ordinary feeling. My anticipations 
scenery, its hospitlility, its entire character, bav^ 
been disappointed. And 1 doubt not that, ir^ 
shall in my native land — if, in the kindness ofP? 
ddnce, it he allowed me once more to hehdih 
leisure, review the tour of the summer, 1 shall 
the six weeks of our travel here to becxnmected^ 
as many associations ofkindness and pleasureas'^ 
linked with, any previous part of my ' Ustory ^ 
citizen o/t/ie warld.^^ - 

It was with no little enthusiasm, as yoa Ate 
know, that l crossed the Cheviot Hills; and felt 4 
entering Scotland, as 1 have before' expresso/^ 
sensation, that I was in the land of niy blood and:!^ 
name, and in bidding farewell to its borders, / ^ 
without any affectation of feeling, adopt thelanp^ 
of the Ettrick shepherd, and exclaim r 

*< Caledonia! thou land of the mountain and rocii 
Of the ocean, the mat, and the wlnd-^ 

Thou land of the torrent^ the pine, and the (»^ 
Of the roe buck, the hart and the hind: 

Thoug:h bm are thy diffa and -though barren thy g^ 
Though bleak thy dun islands appeajr, 
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"Vet land are the hearts ahd undaunted the ckni, 
XhiKt WMon on thj mountains so drear! 

"Xlioa land of the yaUey, the moor and the h3]». 
Of the storm and the proud rolling waye, 

"Tbou — thou art the land of my heart's fondness still. 
And the land duty focefkther's grayc!'' 
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pMMge from Glatgow to BelCwt— -Irish labourers on. t>oarJ- 
trance to CarricklerguB Bajr — Appearance of the coor 
General deKription of Belftflt— Joumey to Colendne — Err\ 
cefl of proaperi^ and increaatng wealth of the ccMmtiy-. 
trinnind its round tower^Lough Neagh— Coienune — Prerak i 
of the Choler»— Ezcuraion to the Cai^sewaj — Irish jwuMoHagi 
— Port Rush end sea View^^^astle of Dunluce — A trag;ic indsCj 
in its history — ^BushmiUs — General character of the coast— Ti 
Pleaskin— Causevay and impressions connected «4th it— ^ 
dote of the n^des— Mrs. Robert Gilmor of RalHinof^e, ] 

Sepkmher 1^0, 1833. 
DKAB VIBGnriA) 

On the evening of my last date, we embaiked i 
Glasgow, in a steaAiboat for Belfast. A want oii 
punctuality in starting on the voyage, at the boura/> 
pointed, made it night before we, reached Port Glas- 
gow and Greenock ; and we saw ootlung more of 
tiie Clyde and its Frith, than on the former passage 
made by ui to Dumbarton, on our way to the Higt 
lands. 

The 'harvest in Scotland, in most places, berof 
now completed, the Irish lM)ourer8 are beginning to 
return to their own island in great numbers; ao(f 
the tnaio and fore-decks of the steamboat, were 
thronged. with men, women, and chydren-^-compns- 
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ing, in many instances, whole families of two or three 
generatiQns^<— exhibiting a mass of rags and wretch- 
edness seldom seen in the^ same ^ace. The night 
was damp and chill, and the wind penetrating, even 
to those well guarded against it; and it was distress- 
ing to look at the poor creatures, huddling together 
wherever they could find a lee,, shivering with wet 
and cold, and apparently as hungry as they were 
poorly clad. We were amused, notwithstanding, at 
some of the groupings thus presented, and at the 
places -of retreat in which some took refuge from the 
weather. Among the lumber of the deck, were 
several empty hogsheads, «ach of which became 
quickly stowed with live stock, like a litter of pigs 
in a barrel, to the evident envy of their less fortuiiate 
fellows, clustering round, and casting many a wistful 
look upon the comparative luxury of comfort they 
were enjoying. ' 

Though seemingly so destitute and wretched^ they 
soon became sportive and jovial, bandying from one 
ta another no Tittle of the 'wit and repartee for wbioh 
their nation is so proverbial, and which was sharp- 
ened by an occasional glass of ^^ the mountain dew"^ 
of Scotland, circulated by one and another, from the. 
bar of the boat. At lengths one*-^who had a wife 
and five children with him,, all packed at the iime in 
a hand-barroWj amidst -what appeared to be the en- 
tire worldly possessions in goods and chattels of the 
family — ^brought out aQ old squeaking violin, afid by 
striking up a jig, set the whole company to (^ancing 
and raerrynntiaking,; which continued till I had fallen 
adeep in my berth below. . 
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At eight o^cIock the next mormngy we had air 
near the north headland of the Bay of Canickic: 
or Belfiftst, a8 it is indiscriminately called, and i 
aftor entered it, and came ih full view of tbe r 
and highly cuhivaled fieldsi swelling p^ually r 
its shores on either side^ The whole appeared 
unshaded garden spripkied.with white cottages, : 
ornamented here and there 1^ a handsckne i 
spacious modem-looking manmon. As we adraiy 
one or two villages ciune prettily on the sight, ob. 
south, and the massive castle and the tovim of C 
rickfeigus on the north, while the smoke of Bel:: 
was seen some ten or twelve miles farther, at :: 
head of the bay, in the west 

Belfast is ntuated on this small. river of Ijajg^> 
stream, the head' waters of which an^ conaected w: 
Lough Neagh by a canal, and the a{^roach to 'Ai 
the last few miles is somewhat impeded by the m. 
row «Bd shallow channel of its outlet. • It is a lai§ 
and flourishing town, with a popdatipn of some fo? 
thousand inhabitantSt and beijig chiefly built of bnd; 
has a nKxlern^ and American^like -aspect. We saw 
it to great disadvantage^ however i the cholera, whidi 
had prevailed with great fatality in it, was still hoUr 
ing ita citizens in fear« andoarobserva^one iromtbis 
cause were restricted to very circumsciibed limits 

We set off early the following morning, for this 
place, eighty mile^f distant.; and had a delightful 
day^s travel through the towds of Templepatnck, 
Antrim, Rsindalstown, Bajlymena, and Ballymcmef. 
For some miles from Belfiist, in the directidn of Car- 
rickfergus, the road along the iiay, before tumiDgt^ 
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the north, is lined with a suecession of Imndsotne 
residences, surroundc^d by imfproved and beautiful 
grounds; and' the bouses* of e^ery kiqd^ from those 
of the wealthy m^fcbatYt to th6 oaUns of the pea- 
santry, beitig white, either from paint or lime, throw 
an air' of great liviehAess over the rich green of the 
pasture lands, and the golden checkering of the 
harvest' field, amidst which they stand. The sn^ 
face of'the coutitry, generally, is beautiiblly uneven, 
jsweliing and rolling in . different directions, like a 
broken sea, and presenting not uififrequently in the 
di^tadce, ^be bolder -summits of a range of blue 
moifntaind. The whoW id ^iieeutifully cultivated, 
but. destitute entioriy t^^ trees, except' in the pleasure 
grounds of the .wealthy, seeA at intervals of eveiy 
few fnlleb; ^ ' . ' 

In th^ -whole of tbis-section of Irelfind, we have 
been most^pleasitigly disappointed. There is an ap^ 
pearancex)f general comfort and prosperity, which 
we did not expect to iind ; and indicaiions on every 
hand, that dew energies and new reeoul^ces are being 
developed among^ the people^ All things have it 
modern and renovated, rathear than an exhausted 
and decayed, and decaying aspect 

Both in approaching and leaving^ Antrim, we had 
fioe views of Lough Neaghi It is very nimilKr initii 
general features^, its extent, the etevation of itti 
shores, &c. to. some of the principal lakes in^ the! 
State of N^npv Ydrtr, and reminded me mueli in these 
respects, of the takes eifGefneva and Cayuga, as see^ 
fW>m particular 'potnls in thtttrneighbouriiood. Neai^ 
Atitrkn, too,- we saw for a Anltitnei due nf the round 

SO* 
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towers of 'Stone, ibr. ivbidi Irdatid is-pffirttciikifflv (t 
tioguisbedt and tW4Mi0o of wbich has so loogk 
pisfaed a fruitfol tbeiao of QMijectuse and discusa 
to Ihe antiquaiy.; cukI ooncennog wi»pb it is s. 
an. unsettled point wbetbei thef aj^e Pa^oa or Ck 
lian in ibeir consCmclion^ and, design, houses . 
penance or pniyer, loere belfries 4or the caavema^ 
of *coiif ebtiw or alann» or faeacoo towei^ €^ 6xer 
fuidance nt. night, and the coo^aiuBicalicxi fiif 
place to plaeot of infasioo anil war. This is ei^ 
feet in height, -mad punaouoied i^ a. oooe; t* 
having been whiteped* wpatd be taken by one igt 
isaot of lis cbamcter for ataodern atrtietiiret nm 
than a reonaot ofaiiliqiuty, whose, ongitiefefi ini 
tion cannot exidaia- .- 
. Goleraine makes^ a pretty appearance in tbe a|> 
pfoach from the souths for a .loile or more befom 
reaching it, as the load follows the caurse of the 
flVier Bann, upon i^AAcb it is sctualed. It is oow, 
bowever, in 4 desert^ and melapehcdy oooditioDr 
from a receat and iaial pceraieooe oif the chohra. 
Our only otiyisi:t ip remeiping a day wIMm k''»-4si 
which chiefly biought us lo jSie nm?lh of IrelaiicM 
determination to visit the Giants. Ga^deway. It is 
the nearpst town of maeh 4aiportaace to that noted 
phenomenon ; and.ths uevial point froairwhicfa im^ 
krB from all seetiooa of the world mabe tbeirexctt^ 
lions to it. 

Ekdiy 0B the moming.afterour arviralt nayself ami 
6ieiid v^eve moahtediin a jaaatiog ear for the wi- 
wte* some four or five Irish imlesdWBtafQt This isa 
lingiriar nod iioi v^y cwifor table .fehielet of two ^ 
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wfaeek,49iir0iouiii8(l 1^ a sitiall box, with a seat on 
estch side Jor three pemom. These sk with tbmr 
b»ek« to each olher^ and their sides^ to the boree* 
with their feet resting on the outside «ipon a step and 
fitttee* which guard them from the wheels. There 
beiog h«it. tw6. q( us besides the ckiver — who id 
perched in fionl Over tiy^ horae^^it was becessaryt 
m Older to preserve a pAiper balance of weights tliat 
we should tftk^seatiM ot^ponte fi4dea«.Bnd diU9 
tftkV^ m Ibe uASOeiat ^tdtode of back to badc^ with* 
oiftt a possibiKt)^ of conversing e(xeept with a twist of 
the oectc by.no 4n3eans.tiereeable; A toiie 6r.two in 
this position made m rather restive und^ the non^ 
ifiterepiHse to which We wei^e c^iibjeoted by it, and 
aft«r v^ri^ c^eriomrta to fcee-^urseKe^ -from it, «l 
last we succeeded m eonverting. the affetr into , a 
tolerably qwalfortBJl>le t;£ft*a^«^^ by placing ouraelves 
each loogltudinaily oa the seats at diagonal cdmeiBi 
the, Dae widi his face, andrthe odieF with' fais'Jback 
towHfd&'the -horse. 

The oioPDing was serine and beautiful, and m the 
(^peral aapsct xtf the toww,^ watl asm tbe bi^ht^ 
fiesa laad purity otithe iieaveiis, became ^issociiated iit ^ 
my nrindiwitb the sacreiiness^aod quietude of the 
Sabbath* For three i^yt no^ewclwe of cholei^' 
tod . oecufied in the t^wn or vidnky, the hospital 
wasfree ffbrn. sobjeets, and the corpcmtioo had:a]^ 
poiiifetd tiie day as one of himnliation and pra(yer, 
«Qder the eooUrgin^of Idbe Aksogbty, ami of thanks* 
e^png, that in ihe tioMBi of jm^ihent h& had femem^ 
bered mercy ; axid^o faras we had an opportunity 
€xf observhigt it was uaiveii&ny mpwded with atliet^ 
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ness and solemnity. Not a ^p^ v^ndow was 
closed, and scarce an individiial seen to the st^ 
except sachas were- evidently going to pr retur 
from some* place o^d^votioll. 

Shortly after leaving Coleraine, a atrong d(? 
wester set in, and increased during the moroingr 
gale. . This gave us a fide view of the ocean as 
first canf^e in sight of it, nter Port Ru^ a m 
bathing vilbge, with a beatitifyl yelloiv beach, > 
its white cottages, with the ledge of rocks- balM'^ 
Skenies in^he distitnce, and a steatQboat from U 
donderry to Livefpool stemniing. her -waj tiuva^ 
the tossing billows iindar her tee. - - 

We had cho^n this route for tbe^rpose t^tam 
fitfi ruins of the' castle of 'Dunhice in our way. H 
a possession, and once was a principut reMence/ 
the Earls of Antrinit v^ inherited it Rom the Ms^ 
Donalds of the Isie&^tkey ttiemsejves 'haw'o^ /^ 
ceived it, at the close of. the sixteenth' century, ic 
marriage dower, from the Irish chieftftm who t^ 
then lord of the adjoining. . territory. . ItsUstoryis 
marked with much of !;he rudeness and tpe^cb^^ 
feudal times, and is n<^ devoid of incidests of W^ 
interest. It occupies the entire summit and.BiKface 
of a rock, separated by a dee(^ ch^ism' from tbe 
land, whiob is not only perpendicular in its sides, 
at some pcnnts overhangs the sea, at an elevation ot 
si3^ty and eighty feet. Tlie n^mediate reason of '^ 
desertion, as a residence, 4s said to 4mve beeDttx 
falling of an angle t>f the castle tluis-isktiated, dontt 
a fearful storm,* by which eight of the domestics ol . 
the then Gounh^a of Antiimv wem {duoged to dea^ 



ke ra.|3tiDg bUlowB below. If such be the fact, it 
> surprise that the mistress sbeoki abruptly have 
it never to n^tuTD. 

^be gulf or fissure by which the castle is separated 
n the shcH^, is crossed by an arch^f stone some 
rteen inches, only io width, with a depth beneath 
&fty or sixty feeu There was a correq;)Ofidiiig 
ih at some shoit distance from tUs-r-the two, with 
inks laid across them, forming a bridge laid down 
taken away at pleasure, for the ingress or ^re86> 
visitors^ at a period when suspidoa und caution 
airked even the intercouise of friends. 
The. width of the chasm is some twenty or thirty 
et^ and -the arch being without bahistrade or para*. 
?t, it was impossible to cross it with- the^ wind blow- 
ig a gale in an upr^ht positioa; and te indulge our 
uriosityvoth even a tolerable degree of , safety, we 
ambled ourselves.toour hands andbiees in making 
»ur way over; and theni sailors as we itre^ without 
scarce venturing a glanee below, at tbe frightful 
tx^ks, and rajpog billows, amid wbich, a momentary 
Loss of equihbrium would have {bunged us. We 
were amply repaid, however, for the resohilion called 
into exerdse, not ddy by .theVexainiBationof tbe iur 
tericNT, but also l^ the sdblime sceQe. presented from; 
many points, lit a diK]^ height, of the ocean, dasUog' 
wildly and tumultuously around tbe rocki and of the) 
coast of limestone, whinstone^ and . basalt,, wrou^t 
into vaiiedfu)d fimtastic foials by the restless sea, in 
long pefspeotive on either band. 

The distance frofti Dunluce to tbe Causeway is£ve 
nulea, tbe road leading akmg tbeaea side* with a sue* 



cession of fine headlands io .view, and the wes 
islands of Scotlandi dictily descried in the no 
east A short time after passing Buslimiils, a ^ 
village with a handsome church and rectory, we! 
our car, and surrounded by a troop of iaipoitu«! 
but good-natured and civil guides, whose prioci; 
support is derived from ihe sei vices thus f^od^, 
we directed our way towards the grand object wbx 
has so loug stood conspicuous among 4fae wondersi 
the world. 

So many elaborate and scientific deacnptiousof Q 
Causeway are in print, that I wiH not troubie ja 
with the minute account of the 'moriMng^s rambk 
which might otherwise be desirable. The asi 
ment of the scene ia by no ineans limited tb the siDgk 
point in It constituting what is specifi&aily styki 
the " Causeway'' — a mole, or pier of pcipendicular 
columns of dark basalt, projecting into the eea to 
the base of a lofty cliff atratifi^ with the same an- 
gular formation. The entirercoastis bcdd s^ndprect 
{^tous, and for miles in succession challenges tlie 
scrutiny andthe admiration pfUie naturalist aodtbe 
traveller ; and, as a writer on the Causeway ju^iiy 
observes, *^ the extraordinary appeKntuce vof the van- 
ous colonnades exhibited in k might, for a roocoeot, 
seduce, the fancy of the contemplating visitor, W 
lead him to imagine, that here- whole palaces bad 
been overwhdmed in ruid.'' 

Our guidea led us^first* over a high paature^gfouodi 
inland from the cliffs, to ja section of theiQ called i^ 
Pleaskin, a mile and a half, or two miles east of the 
Causeway. . The view h^re^ lookiqg westward 



an eleyation above the water of three or ibur hundred 
feet, is exceedingly 8trikiDg*--ap[iearii]f; to ud, as gazed 
upon^ in the ra^ngs of a tempest of wind, whose 
whirling eddies thn^iened to bear us irresistibly into 
the foaming oceaji below, ofte of the most sublime 
pictures in nature we had ever beheld. Net &r 
from this point, in returning to th^ west again, we 
descended by an almost perpendicular path to the 
level of the sea, in order to reach the Causeway it- 
self. 

The- first distant view of this, as' here gained, has 
been well compared, to thi^t of ^^ arf unfinished and 
massive pier,. the stones for the completion of wiiichf 
regularly blocked out, are strewn along the- beach, 
while the work, .from som^ cause, has long been sua. 
pended.^' This distant view; hofwever^ i one, in 
some degree, of disappointiiient ; but of a disappcmi^ 
ment, which at every step in a nearer approach is 
rapidly overcome by the most striking appearances of 
an Artificial arrangement presented on every band, 
till filled with admifation and astonishment, yod are 
compelled to confess the whole to be one of the most 
inexplicahie and mpst wonderful Qfthe creative works 
of God. Till reaching it,, and standing up6n it in 
the mi^t of "4be. whirl wind and the storm,^* we 
had regretted the tempestuoui^ clmracter df the day, 
from' a wish to have beheld it from a boat upon the 
sea, b4t now, felt that- the- r^aging of the wild surf and 
howKng of the blast were moiae in harmony, tbaii the 
mildness and sunshine of the calm, with thi^ general^ 
featiires of the scene, and added to the impressions 
of majesty forced upon us by pneof 4be most peculiar 
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ifnotstupeadouB woiksof theEtenEial. 1 could have 
remaiBed the day under ^iich eircuiUBtaiices, in the 
indulgence of thoughts loo. mighty to he uttered hy 
words, except sodi as might biinst fixxn the lips cS 
Ibe poet, in the chcicest moment ofti» incipifatioo : — 
thoughts which 1 ha^e scarce knowi before, unless 
it may have been while gazing on the thundering tor- 
rents of the cataract of Niagara, or the fiery agita- 
tions oi the ▼oicaoo'd' Hawaii* . . 

Our guides afibrded us much amusement dining 
the morning by tfwir pleasantry ai)d wit, 'as well as 
oiuch locdl inibrma'tion. They soon learned from 
'the poat4ioy, who drove u$ fmm Coleraiqe, that we 
w«re Americani; and related to us many anecdotes 
.of our countrymen, who have visited the Causeway. 
.Of several they> appear -to. retala a very grateful re- 
eolieetioa, from the Itberalif y with whioh th^y reward- 
ed them fiir Ihekr attendance; and 900, at teast,. of 
our fair couQCrywoman, is held by ^jiem in tliie live- 
Jiest admiration. *^ And pkase your hooouTvlsaid a 
bright-iaoedtfeUowtoitie, '^ajd' yoii have very fine 
ladies in America.*' ^ Why, w^^you evertherer Vas 
tny reply. ^ Oh ! no, your honour, but they have been 
bete^ The most beautiful lady the Causeway- ever 
«aw, 08010* from. America.*' ^^ Ah ! what was her 
name?" ^^1 do not rigMy remember now, but she 
was from Baltimore, and i^ have aU the . finest 
lacfies from Engltad and all other parts of tlie world 
here, but there was none. like her at the Causeway 
before nor since, please your honour.'! ^. Wjts it Lady 
Wellesley?" I asked. hNo^ your honour." "Was it 
Mrs. Robert Gilmorr' says Captain Bolton. ^' Aye, 



your honour, that's the very name — Mrs. Gil- 
if Baltinoore, the finest lady the Causewnyever 
^ CoDtinuiDg to relate to ua many, incidents of 
isU of berselfand Mr. Gilmor here, and of (he 
. admiration excited in the country, by her beau^ 
elegance ofmanaer, and by the kindness of her 
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Gre8kam*s Bbtei DuiSa, 
Sqftemher 36^ IBSl 

DEAB VIRGINIA, 

It is now a week since we arrived m this dn 

« 

having reached it in three days from Coleraine, bf 
the route leading through Maghera, DtiDgaHDOn 
and Armagh, Castle Blaneiy and Slane. 

For a first time, since we have been travelling, an 
autumilal fog, the morning we set off, obscured tbe 
whole country for the first twenty miles — ^the ooij 
object of any interest seen by us during it being tte 
ancestral mansion of the Canning family, at Gan> 
vagh. The good-natured volubility and humour of 
the coachman — a stout young Irishman — beside 
whom 1 was seated, helped, however, to pass away 
the time. The panic throughout the country, in re- 
ference to the cholera, is great ; and persons were 
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constantly runnmg out from their cabins to inquire 
3f the coachman and guard the state of the pesti- 
lence in the town we had left, and in Londonderry. 

From an answer given in one case, 1 learned that 
the coachman, though, as he had before informed me, 
the regular driver of the stage we were making, had 
been^ within the week past, a day or two in the last 
mentioned place ; and 1 was led from ft to inquire 
who supplied his seat on the box, during his absence, 
" The Hon. Mr. StewarU sir," was his reply. " Ah !" 
1 returned, " Mr» Stewart must be a very particular 
friend of yours, to be Ihus obliging." "indeed he 
is," said the coachman ; " he often drives for me — 
and you will soon see him, for he is to meet me at 
the next change of horses, and will drive you to 
Cook's T4Dwn," — which proved the truth ; the seem- 
ing intimacy and obliging^ terms between the ho- 
nourable gentleman and the goachman being ex- 
plained by the fact, that he is the mail contractor for 
an extensive route, and the principal coach proprie- 
tor in the section of country in which he resides. He 
is a brother of Lord Castle^ Stevi^art, and an active, 
enterprising, and practical man, attending in person 
to the commonest details of the business in whi6h he 
is engaged. 
. /As had been intimated, he took tfce reins and the 
coachman's seat beside me oil mounting. Two or 
three times, during^ the summer, 1 have felt my neck 
in jeopardy in private equipages, from the reckless- 
ness of amateur coachmen, fou^-in-hand^ and at first 
would very willingly liave foregone the distinction of 
being driven by an ^| honourable," for the greater as- 
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surance of safety which the possession of the 
four gay aDimals, fresh from the stable, by 
Jide coachman would have given ; but very 
covered the master to be as perfectly au fail Is 
place he occupied, as his servant had proved 
to be. For the first half hour he was prindj 
cupied in getting the horses into a mov 
please him, and in learning from the coachmaii 
hind the state of everything connected with' c&e 
of the route in which he drove ; but afterwsLrds 
tered freely into conversation with Captain 
and myself, and communicated to us much in 
ing and valuable information respecting the 
state (^ the country, its changes, and its prospects 

In our approach to Armagh, in the latter pait 
the day, we passed over a wide extent of bog, ^ 
which immense piles of peat cut from^it were sc^ 
tered in regularly arranged stacks, producing in xxaa^)^ 
places a striking and singular effect — ^that of an iifr 
mense encampment of black tents, or an A6iml 
metropolis of the same number of mud huts, thicklf i 
covering a plain. The peat for burning is cut 6m 
the bog in squares, of the size of a large brick, each 
of which is laid separately op the ground for aoioe 
days, to be dried by the sun and air. It is then 
placed in small piles of four and five pieces, still fat" 
ther to undergo this process of siccation, and after- 
wards again into those still larger, till if attains (ie 
dimensions of an ordinary low stack of hay, — when j 
it is left for removal or consumption, as it may be 
called for. 

We passed the Sabbath at Armagh. It was, as 
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you know, a cradle and hot-bed of letters and piety 
during the dark ajges, not only to Ireland, but to the 
sister kingdom, and the continent; and is replete 
^with historic and classic interest It is u handsome 
town, pleasantly situated arouqd the base and sides 
of a small hill, crowned, by a cathedral, originally 
Ibunded by St. Patrick. The principal part of the 
present edijSce was erected in the thirteenth century, 
but has not the appearance, either within or without, 
of so great antiquity. The town is surrounded by a 
rich and beautiful country, and, besides the arch- 
bishop^s palace and park, is ornamented in its envi- 
rons t)y many handsome mansions and domains. 

We arrived in this city on the evening of the fol- 
lowing day. There is nothing striking in the view 
of it from the north ; atid the blue mountains of 
Wicklow form the most interesting feature in the 
surrounding scene. Dublin, however, is a truly 
beautiful and splendid city, and altogether surpasses 
our expectations in many of its streets, and in the 
magnificence of its principal edi6ces, its monuments, 
squares, and public institutions. It is at present, how- 
everi entirely deserted by the society which adorns 
it at other thnes of the year, and often it is literally 
true^ that "jAere is nobody in town.^^ Edward Bol- 
ton, Esquire, of Brasil, a near relative of my cooif* 
panion, and Mr. Wilson, the American consul, are 
the only gentlemen we havie seen ; all othere, whom 
we might have become acquainted with by letters 
and other means of introduction, being dispersed in 
various directions in the country. Mr. Bolton, whom 
we had had the pteasure of knowing in London, de- 

21* 
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voted himself entirely to us, till takejs, sl cbiy ^ 
fliQce, seriously ill. Since then, A^^fj*. l^ilsoi 
kindly been our cicerone, till we can isoinr say 
we have seen everything of interest in the cit: 
its environs. Yesterday we dined wi th a pa* 
Oakley Park, a summer residence of JVlr. Tt 
three or four miles from town, after ha v^xig tak- 
view of Kings Town— -a modern place, six: or? 
miles from Dublin, on the south side of tfae ^Faj. 
which is rapidly rising into importance, sts stn 
port to the capital— *and to-day have beeo s 
miles in a northern direction, in the compJotion c\ 
last excursion previous to setting off for a wisit in \ 
west of the island, in the county of Sligo. I 

The object of the drive was a view of the estate | 
Brasil, and an old* castle in ruins upon it, long ij 
abode and stronghold in troublous times, of the o 
cestors of my friend. It originally was a possessn 
of Sir Richard Bolton, Lord Chancellor of Ireland a 
^ reign of James 1., and of his son, Sir Edfwaiif 
Lord Chief Baron of Exchequer under the saiKJ 
monarch, and has lineally descended from them tc 
Mr. EMward Bolton. This gentleman is unmarried, 
and does not reside at Bra«l; but intended takingus 
out and showing us the estate himself; he contioues 
loo ill, however, to allow of this, and we have takoi 
the drivealone. The day has been one of wintry wind 
and rain, and the principal interest of the excuisioii 
liimted to the ruina themselves; as gazed upon in 
driving round th^m, and taking a sketoh vrithout 
leaving the carriage. The ground covered by the 
castle and courts is extensive, and the whole was 
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once a mas^ve pile, and the scene of alternate de- 
fence and magnificent entertainment ; bat deformed 
xxiasses of stone, unadorned with ivy or any graceful 
relief, but still rising on the eye at points in strength 
sind loftiness, with a single clump of trees near by, 
is all that remains of its former power and sj^lendour, 
and the stately park by which it was surrounded — 
presenting a perfect counterpart, even to the charac- 
ter of the weather, to the poet's picture of a ruined 
castle: 

" All naked stand the melancholy wall8» 
Lash'd by the wintry tempests cold and bleak, 
That whistle mournful through the empty halls. 
And piece-meal crumble down the towers to dust , 
Equal in age, and sharing in its fate, 
A row of moss-grown tre^s around it stand; 
While scarce upon their blasted tops, 
A shrivcllM leaf distinguishes the year.'* 

It was our intention also to visit Bective Abbey in 
the county of Meath, another favourite meuision and 
estate of the Boltons ; but as it is thirty miles and 
more from Dublin, and the proprietor at present on 
the GOntinedt, we have changed our purpose, and 
satisfied our curiosity for the time with ao engraving 
of it, received firom Mr. Bolton of Brasil. 
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Ciutk Ntynoe, County ofSS^ 
October m, 1832. 
BEAR VIBGINIAy 

Another rapid journey has brought myself ai 
companioD to a western extremity of Ireland Nc^ 
withstanding the storm of the. last day we were n 
Dublin, the succeeding morning was bright and beao- 
tiful, and our travel for the day through Maynootti, 
M uDingar, Edgeworth^s Town, Longford, and Car* 
rick, to Boyle, varied in its sceneiy and objects of 
interest 

The first hour or two along the waters of ik 
Liifey was particularly beautiful. During it, anotlier 
instance was added to the number which has daily 
come under our observation, of the sprightlioess and 
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>ur of the people among whom we are, especially 
cnmon lire, in comparison with their neighbours 
3gland and Scotland. In stopping for a moment 
e town of Deixlip, a rough-looking stable-boy of 
IT, ^en came runmng from a public house to secure 
ride of a few miles in the coach, bearing with him 
*^^rty old saddle and its trappings. The coach was 
■^^ starting, arid in great haste, and he very quickly 
E^i. e evidence of the spice of pleasantly in him, by 
^iressing himself in a gpod-natured and entreating 
^-e to Captain Bolton on the side next him, as he 
'^^ ended his burden to my friend ; ^ An^ please your 
,^^~iour, an^ will you lay hold on this just a bit and 
::jp it up, while I just keep the balance of the coach, 
iur honour, by getting up on the other side.*^ The 
-rvice asked, was neitjier very light nor very agree- 
^>le, but requested, or rather imposed, in so humorous 
' tone, and with such perfect intimation of the liberty 
eiken, that the Captain could not refuse. And we 
^n discovered, from his lively chatter, that it was 
•rincipally intended the more readily to make way 
'oT a better acquaintance. 

' Perceiving us to be strangers to the route we 
were pursuing, from the inquiries made in reference 
to the principal objects (^attraction by the way, be 
soon made himself of service^ the local information 
communicated, but chiefly in the jocular manner in 
which he had first introduced himself. As we a(>> 
proached the town of Maynooth, a lofty structure in 
the vicinity led to a question of its deagn, to which 
be replied, ^ Indeed, your honour, I cannot exactly 
say. We poor people call it ^ Ldidy Connelly''s piU 



250 edgeworth's town. 

ktrC but Mr. Moore, in his poetical ¥vay, calls : 
* the Obelisk of Maynooih.^ " And shortly afterwaris 
in rust upon our search of the picturesque ac. 
wonderful, exclaimed, "And do your honouis 
gee that round, tower^ike, stone building yonder 
just beside the hill a bit — that old-looking thior 
there, slated with turf your honours ?" '* Yes, yes 
— ^what of it — the remains of a round to^ver 1 sup- 
pose?" *' Why," with an arch smile, "1 can^t ex- 
actly say it is, your honour, for 1 am thinking il loob 
too much Hke what we call a lime-kiln in this 
country, covered with turf to keep it from catcbiog 
on fire from the rain I" which indeed it was : and 
so on, till he left us, still cracking his jokes on all 
around. 

Maynooth is distinguished for its Catholic college 
of St. Patrick for the education of native priests of 
that church, and for a protestant charter school, 
founded by the late Earl of Kildare. It is also orna- 
mented by the ruins of a stately caslle, a feudal 
stronghold, of the Fitzgeralds. 

Near MuUingar we had a beautiful view of the 
lakes of Ennel and Owbel : and soon afterwards 
began to look with interest for our arrival at Edge- 
worth's Town, and a passing view of the doinicil of 
the distinguished authoress whose wQrks have im- 
parted to it a lasting celebrity* The town itself is 
not particularly interesting in its aspect Its princi- 
pal feature of beauty consists in the symmetrical 
proportions oT a church spire, springing prettily from 
a cluster of trees ^ncirclmg the building. It is of 
cast iron, after a model of the late Mr. Edgewortb, 
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and appears to great advantage as seen from the 
road in the direction of Sligo. 

The mansion of the Edgeworth family is the great 
house of the neighbourhood. It is surrounded by a 
fine park, through the openings of which there are 
views from the' road of the building, and a lawn 
beautifully sprinkled with clumps and single treesL 
The house, of white, is large and irregular in its out- 
line, and very similar in its general aspect of comfort 
and elegance, to the 6ountry residences in America, 
of gentlemen of affluence and respectability. Two 
ladies were seen • promenading in the grounds^ 
arid but. for the knowledge of her absence from 
home, we might have fancied that in pne of them 
we beheld the admired and accomplished authoress 
herself. 

After taking dinner at Longford, night soon over- 
took us, and the remaining scenery to Boyle, a 
beautiful section of the route, was lost to us in its 
darkness. 

The impossibility of procuring post horses for 
castle Neynoe, detained us a day at Boyle, ignorant 
of the fact that bur kind friends here had, on two 
successive 'days, sent a carriage to the post-road, to 
meet us at a nearer point to. the castle than that 
town. We availed ourselves of the opportunity air- 
forded by the delay of visiting Rockingham, the 
beautiful mansion and estate of viscount Lorton, in 
the vicinity. The town of Boyle, and enthre sur*- 
rounding country, are owned by this nobleman, and 
present by their whole aspect the blessing to the 
people and country of a resident propri^oo*. . 
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During the previous day, more of the wretched- 
ness of the poor Irish, of which we had read and 
heard so much, was obtruded on our observation, than 
in the whole travel of the fortnight since our arrival. 
1 thought, when in Scotland, that no abode of civil- 
ized man could seem more miserable than the cot- 
tages of the Highlanders, but an Irish cabin, such 
as those which now began to be common in our 
route, is, if posable, still more like the kennel and 
the pig-sty. By a description of some passed by us on 
the estates of absentees, you would think me sporting 
with your credulity. 

Such, however, are &r from being- the dwellings 
of the poor on the princely estate of Lord Lorton. 
This encircles in a radius of many miles the lovely 
Lough Key, and we have seen nothing more impres- 
sive in features of beauty in Ireland, than the aspect 
ofhill and dale, as here presented in the brightest 
green, thickly spotted with the white cottages of the 
tenantry of this nobleman. 

The park, pleasure grounds, and mansion of 
Rockingham, beautifully situated on the banks of 
the lake, exhibit a degree of taste, elegance, and re- 
fined splendour, rivalling even the choicest establish- 
ments visited by us in the United Kingdoms ; and 
in taking a coup d^ceil of the whole estate Irom the 
leads of the mansion, after having passed through its 
suites of rooms, and in gazing upon its richness and 
beauty, and the comfort and neatness of the abodes 
of its tenantry gleaming in the brightness of tbe 
morning, in hill and dale for miles around, 1 could 
imagine, and readily believe, that, with such pro- 
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prietors gs this nobleman thrpughput her borders, • 
Ireland might soonb^pome not only the gapdi^n^ in 
richness, but the paradise, in tbvetidess and beaaty, 
of EiujEOpef' if no\ <tf the worid; - " 

The mansion from whicb^l jfiow write is^ Che pro^ 
perty of-Cofpn^l NoyAoe, of the royal arony; Mrs^ 
Neyooe is a* Bohoor » neaHf relative of my com- 
panion. When in Diibfm^'we received an mvitation 
to visit the caiitle before returning to 'Elngland, and 
have DOW, for sc^ie dayi^, ^leea most hospitably en- 
tertained beneath its roof, k is a handsome and 
Spacious moment structure of 3tone, in. castellated 
arctuteeture, embattfed and turreted, standing on the 
swell o(' H ! rising: ground, hi- the inid^ df exten- 
sive and closely shfided {>lantations. The colonel 
and. hisUady are the ogly* members of the family at 
pi^seirt at home. Mr. Left us- Nfiyjibe, the eldest 
sqn a'nit heir, t^ently* marrie4 to a^ daughter of the 
fais^hop or^Drotuore, ^oicei^Hes an estate- adjoining, 
called '-*Old castle," and the younger sonsFitzroy 
and.flawdon,jKilh in thrafrfiy, arexjuartered abroad. 
Mr. and JMrs.' Lbftois. Neyiio^ however, have been 
of oiir'{miiy.mucIrof tiv^.time since our arrival^ and 
have dome mu^ to oontHbute to the enjoyment of 
oui:>vislt, ; . - . \ ^ ' ' ' 

Lough Gilly is in the Qeigbourhood. It il^ noted 
for (tm haaiity and richnessof its shores and encircling 
mouoCaitis. fWe have twice driven along its southern 
bor4ers« for the ' etijoy tneiit Gi" the scenery, and two 
dstys sinice, crossed ll$ Waters iii a sail-boat belonging 
to Mr. Neynpe, on a visit to Hazlewood; the lovely * 
residaice and estate^ at Hts/ western extremity, of 
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Owen Wynne, Esquire, M. P. We took UincfaecH 
whb this gentleman; and afterwards walked overtk 
tastefully arranged and beautifully kept .park and 
grounds surrounding his mansidB, W}Ui increased io- 
terest' from bis cooQexion with Sir Lowiy Cok 
Governor Gen^lof the Cape'tif Good Hope^ whose 
hospitality we had enjoyed on'our relura <ioin the 
Pacific, iti the U. S. ^htp.ViocebneSr-Lftdy Sarah 
Wynne being a. dmgl^ter of the Jate Earl of E^nis* t 
kilieo, and sister of Sir Lowry. Mr; Wytipe resides { 
entirely at Haztewood, and everything around htm 
speaks the great betiefit to tbe 6oufitcy of.his patron- 
age, and* of the expenditure among bi& tenaoitry of aa 
income of some £ 1 4,000. He is thoroughly a g^tle* 
man of the old school, and in his couiteousD^, after 
having concjucted ua to' many oT the most l^e^iidfiii 
points of h^ domain, took I^^ave only in a. -lasl bow 
and wav^ of th^ liajtyfrom the extreme. poitit gf rock 
in view irom oxir boat, ieifter we h^id.stretclied.Arr 
iCway on our return. . ' \, ' , : . 

We were invited for the^^uCc^edtng day to Mar^ 
kreeCastle,tbe ma^iUkenUei^idedceoffLJ.iLlQoper, 
Esquire, M. P.,* some tk'ee or. four miles iii^the'fqspd- 
sit^ direction, from the mabapn ofoiic friends. Mr. 
Cooper 19 another resident among the aristocracy of 
the country,' with the pi-incely iacQme^ of £30,000 
alerliog. His.doniaip is extewve.and freely ki^foq^ed; 
and we ivere complimtoted id our. visit to it by the 
^oidting of the. armorial i>aoner of the family^^oo the 
tpwer of IhfT gateway, by whiah vre.^enteredihepark, 
and on a flag-staff ^rmoaating ailurpetof thecastle. 
The buikling is a maasive'and iofty pile <)f iiregaiar 



architecture in light ^tone, sarpaasing in its air of 
statelioess^ndgrandeur, eveiy other r^kieDCe yet 
seen by as iq Ireland'; and. equaJUing, .with few exr 
ceptiona^ t^e «iBost . magnificent of . tho^ ipost noted.in 
Sogland abd ScoiLlajEKl . - 

.iVIr. Cocker received us]ntbekiadQ^lfnanRer,aQd 
the- 'Oiorning was passed in- viewipg the" stables-^ 
^vtuqh might tha^elyes. easily be <;on verted iQto a 
palaCe — ^thre houses, gardensf gicapery, &C; withopt, 
and theliforaryf.astroBoniK^l appak^ suite of 

prioctpal apartmentsy within. He appears fond of 
scieiiTO, pai'tioularly that of asloHSoioy, and possesses 
one of tte tiffBst telescopes in Europe. ' He lias also 
travelled ^xtmisively, fiom the heart .of NubU to tlie 
froaeiv hititud<^ of Liapl^d, ao^ is replete within-, 
telljg^e and useAil informitti^n;-. Aiti aitist of taste 
ajld acconaplishqfient acconap^qied him in ht^ tours ; 
and toore than an lioilr.;v?as gitren in the drawing- 
room, to the/ inspection oCa ^Qekol pbrtiblios filled 
withr'skeiptes and drawingsan-water-eobprs, taken 
fioknnatut^i during their travel in* all part^of £uiope. 
After luncheon* a pony phaeton' ?uaA fou^ was in 
readieesis to; take tie a dKve over the dpmjiia. In 
making tbis^ weiirst-vi^teda point at .which a maf^ 
nificent nffw eif trance and:gateway is iwJw erecting, 
jBfv^iniies frotn that by which we^rivedfrom Castle 
NeyooC) on {fae* great po$t. road b^m Dublin to Sligo, 
Itiain theGothic,<*asteUat^d styij),of^reygraQite,and 
consists qf a gate^wy andpdrter^s iodge, surmbuiuted 
.by towers of irregular h^ght, the il^os^ lofty b^ing be- 
tween forty and 'fifty feet, with, a cireular §weep of 
embattled wall / on cfilher side, nbaking the -whole 
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fegade upon tbo road, two hundred and twenty feet 
And then with the fleetness of the wind, the spirited 
little animals by which we were drawn, tdok as s 
circuit of ten miles of pHvate dij ve within the domain, 
of most singular and varied beauly. . At the distance 
of every half or three-quarters of a mile) a lovely, or- 
namental cottage, each diflfering from aU the jdlliers, 
but all of the roost |)ipturesquearchit9cture^€»uue with 
charming effect tipon the s^t — the happy dwelfings 
of the dependanti^ of the proprietor, those of. the gar- 
deners,'game-keeper, forever, &c.' 
. Part of Uie road is leut round the wooded base 0/ 
an Jnsulated and naked hill crowned with rock, and 
rising fifteen hundred feet above the general suHace 
of the country. ' Leaving the cariiage'at the end of 
five or six miles, at the nearest point to the/sumniit 
of this,* we ascended it, and from a platfpfm of granite 
enjoyed a pf^K^oramic viev/.of the entir&iregion around 
— ^the domains of Cajsde N^ynoe aod-Markree, and 
some half-dozeo other seats within view, the villages 
of Colooney and Ballis^dare, and part -of theiown of 
Sligo, witii distant raog^ of mountain and the bold 
headlands of thQ coast; beif eath us, as it were, jitttiiig 
wildly ipto the. rude billows of the Atlantic. A faeaiy 
squall was s w.eeping in mist^ and driving scud over 
and around tKe^e last, while Jnt the opposite side, in 
striking contrast, the velvet lawns^ lofty towers, ahd 
gleaming banners of Markree, were glided witir 
brightness And^' beauty by tbe-beamd of thedecKoiog 
sun, * . . 

1 scarce know when 1 have more ci]|oyed a. drive. 
The coftversation of Mr. Coeper was noi less interest- 
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ing than the scenery was lovely. * All his sentiments 
sind principles as a man and patriot, seem praise- 
worthy, and accordant with the breathings of the age. 
£Le understands the true uses of an aristocracy; and 
seems to have but one wish in reference to the ten- 
antry and dependants by whom he is surrounded — > 
that by his influence and every resource, their physical 
and domestic comfort, and mental and moral eleva- 
tion may be promoted. 
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LETTER LV. 



THX LAKU or KXKLAmVBT. 



Departure from Cattle Neynoe— Route of trarel to Cork — Aaeo 
dote of the auperstition of the people occurring at RoacfMnisoii 
— Cattle4air at Ballinasloe — Scenes exhibited in it — Character- 
istics of the people in dress and manner — ^Exhibitions of pas- 
sion — Call at Eyrecourt— Interview with Mrs. Jone^ a niece of 
Sheridan — Arrival at Killarney, and first view of its lakes and 
mountains— Retrospective outline of the Journey from FSllaloe— 
The Shannon and beauty of the scenery on its waters~Wi«tch- 
edness of the common people— Their cabins, and grovelling 
habits of life— Beggars, and sights of misery— Three days at 
Killarney — Crofton Croker's *< Legends*' — Contrast in the 
weather of two successive days — Journey to Cork — Scenes in. 
Glen Flesk coimected with the Whiteboys— Beau^ of the 
country near Cork and its environs— L^rd Ingestrie. 

Claraue Hoiel, Cork, 

October 2M, 183% 
DEAR VIBaiNIAi 

It was with no ordinary feelings of regret that we 
bade farewell, ten days ago, to our kind and hospita- 
ble friends of Castle Neynde. As will be perceived 
from the place of my present date, we have accom- 
plished a long journey since, embracing large sec- 
tions of the counties of Roscommon, Gal way, Clare, 
Limerick, and Kerry ; and carrying us through the 
towns of Roscommon, Ballinasloe, Eyrecourt, Port- 
umna, Killaloe, Limerick, Tarbert, Listowell, Tra- 
lee, and Killarney. 
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Xhe first incident to interrupt the smooth current 
>f common-place feeling, occurred to us at Roscom- 
3:ion. Just as we were turning from the town, after 
a. change of horses, we found ourselves in the midst 
of a crowd of men and women iii holiday dress, 
ivhom we supposed at first to be a company of 
Catholics, returning from mass, on some festival. 
Soon, however, the sounds of wailing and lamenta- 
tion at a distance, intimated it to be a funeral, though 
there was no regularity of procession, nor other indi- 
cation of a service of the kind ; and orders were 
given to the postilion to draw up on one side till it 
should pass. This he did, and not long afterwards, 
the coffin, enveloped in white, with a black bow on 
the top, was seen borne along near the ground, and 
surrounded by a company of women, wailing in the 
most piteous tones. After all had- passed — except 
some half-dozen stout men, who stopped in the 
middle of the road, a few yards in advance of us, as 
we thought, only in idle curiosity — ^the postilion at- 
tempted to proceed, when the bridles of the horses 
were immediately seized by the persons in the road, 
who, while the boy gave them the whip and spur in 
urging them forward, turned them by the head ab- 
ruptly and violently around, till the carriage was 
nearly capsized in the contest. Captain Bolton and 
myself were utterly at a loss to conjecture the cause 
of 80 unwonted a procedure ; and, not very well 
pleased with the treatment received, and the danger 
of being overturned, to which we were exposed, by 
a tone of voice of no equivocal character, bisought 
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the parties to a parlance, till we could ascertain tii 
cause of the difficulty. 

All that we could for 4sorae time learn from tb 
assailants was, that ^ it was the custom of the couq 
try,'^ and we should do it ; and it was some minute 
before we got hold of the truth of the matter — simpli 
this, that the superstition of the people requires am 
one meeting a funeral to turn with it, and to follow 
the corpse for some distance, not as a mere matter 
of respecti but from a belief that if this is not done, 
others of the family or neighbourhood will soon die! 
After this explanation, my friend gave a severe repri- 
mand to the men for seizing tlie horses without io- 
forming us — entire strangers in the country — of their 
wishes in this respect, expressing at the same time 
our willingness to conform to any proper custom of 
those among whom we were travelling, and order- 
ing the post-boy to wheel his horses, and drive the 
distance deemed necessary. On again pursuing our 
way, we asked whether the funeral was of a Catho- 
lic or a Protestant, to which he replied, not in the 
best natured tone, "you need not ask that, your 
iionours, — ^Protestants are no such fools." 

On our reaching Ballinasloe the same night, the 
town was found overflowing with people attending 
a great annual cattle-fair, held in it from tlie fourth 
to the sixth of October ; and it was with great diffi- 
culty we secured a bed, and the most indiflerent 
quarters. The same cause led to the detention of an 
entity day at the place, from the impracticability of 
securing post*horses to Eyrecourt, where we were 
engaged, and were expected at the time. The 



▲T FiLLINASa.OE. 261 

scene presented by the town, however, flfforded us 
abundant amusement ] wish I could fu:rnish-<you 
.with -a picture o£ it. Of the crowdd of sturdy, men 
in a ktnd'of uniform dresa-^axoarsewobUeo coat of 
grey mixed -<4otb, with Ipng skirts, and large buttons^ 
all but alike, ajsd aU sitting upon their owners as if 
each one. had been measured for his neighbour-^eor- 
duroy unmefUidnables^ blue- .woollen stockings, open 
collar, and wool hat — eackmaving with an epergetic 
step, aorf swagger, v^ bearing ia his hand a sniig 
shiUala^— of the women in their muslin caps aiid 
cloaks^^with bare feel and ancles ; and then, at every 
point, the <«qcie$ding of pigs, and neighing of horses, 
the braying of donkeys, the lowing of cattle,, and 
bleating of sheep, the noise of the auction bell and 
crier, the bawling of ballad singers,' aqd whiniiig of 
beggarsvthe laugh,* the jest, and jeer, the brawl and 
^uabble,-4he whple presenting a spectacle of which 
you would join us in saying that you- never witnessed 
anything similar Jbefim. ' Tte equipages of the neigh ^ 
bouHng nobles and gentry^ moving slowly through 
the throngs, in ^ir gilding and livery, added by con- 
ti^t*to the effect of ihe whole. ^Among them were 
the carnages of tlie^Earl and Ooontess of Clancarty^ 
wh6 have a magnificent seat in the vicinity. To 
these we iiad been (tirni^hed 'whh letters, which would 
bave^ secured to us ihm hospitality, but the hope 
hourly of being aWe to pix)ceed to Eyrecourt, pre- 
vented us from deliveringjtbero. 

As. the' night began to approach,, and the whisky 
more evidently to produce an eiSfeot on those who 
had indulged in. its libations, the noise aiid uproar 



prDportionably increased. Such skiUtil .flourislEni 
of shillalas 1 never expect agaio to witness, aik 
never shall foi^t the screams aud shrieks of infuriatec 
passion, in the brawJings of the street, by which, ti! 
near daybreak, 1 was hgurly awakened. N^othioi 
ever listened to in tlie shoujts of heatheniskn anaom 
the South Sea islanders, in their untutored state, ever 
gave me an impression half so vivid pf the savage* 
ness of man. 1 literally shuddered in . list^nng te 
them, in the belief that sudi tiger*like passtoo must 
at once lead to the murder, of the persons against 
whom it was exercised, or the* death of those yield- 
ing to its paroxysms, by the bursting of eeme blood- 
vessel of the heart. 

The detention at Ballinastoe deprived u$ in its 
condeqoences of wbatwe haye every reasour to be- 
lieve would have proved a deUgbtful day at Kyre- 
court Mrs. Joiies, the kidy of a* gentleman in the 
army, at present quartered in thai town, is a relative 
of my co0ipanion, and had been apprisied from castle 
Neynoe of our intenuon of being/ with lier the day 
previous to t^uit on which we arrived. She is a 
Sheridan, the niece of him wlio;se geijius has thrown 
a lasting brilliancy aroupd the name; and within 
the five minutes of the > first salutations ty wbicb 
we. were received proved to. us that she ^ares in no 
small degree \n the talents vivacity, and fasdnatioa 
of mind and manner associated with it^ Appreb^- 
sive th^l pur visit might possibly be neqessarily 
limited literally to a jday,^'every ar,rangei»^t bad 
kindly * been made for -our reception^ jiuring it, at 
Eyrecourt castle, the seat of Coijionel Eyre, in the 
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viciDity of the town, and at the palace of Clonfert, a 
few miles distaiiti with the learned prelate of w^hich 
see she is on terms of intimacy. Unhappily for odr- 
selves, however, the neoessity of proceeding to thq 
hea4 <^f Lou^ Dierg^ to join a .steamboat in order to 
carry into ^ect the entire plan of our jonrney to 
the SoiiCh, ohligcid us to forego the pleasure einbraced 
in these ctvilitiest and r^luctfi^ntly to take leave, with- 
in the hour, of one 6f. wbom^ we sh^dl long retain a 
modt pleasi)9g remembrance. . . 

' . In the afternoon, of the - 1 5th. inst;, when yet scarce 
midway from Tral.ee to Killarney, a dista,nce of 
some twenty miles^ we suddenly .gained a first view* 
from the midst of an uninteresting bpg, of the mag- 
nificent mountains fvHich overhapg^and enerrde the 
lakes 4 from vCrhich pcHnt each nearer gaze gave- as-' 
sutance that we should not be disappc^ted in the 
loveliness igid romance of scenery which had been 
pictured^n oui^ mind's^from infiincy, aa the b(3au ideal 
of the wild a|xd beautifuL • 

At a <&^ance of two miles ^he lower lake burst 
upon the sight, stretched in tbemitbt of the landscape) 
litoea'sheet of silver riehly> studded with emerald 
gems, the geniiy descending shores frotn the height 
at which we were> with the town on the mai^in of 
the water, forming the foreground, white the lofty 
mountains in the south and west, towering in broad 
masses of purple and gold, fiUed up ihe'sceoe. 
' Nonelnit those whb may, have accomplished the 
same journey from tiie* north which, we had^ and by 
the saifne. roiUe with similar accommodiitions, can 
jikige of the ssilis&ctbn with which on driving to the 
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door of the ^ Kenroare artns^ in our. curricle 
for we had two horses abreast before the vehicle 



ipet an English landlady* in silks and lace, io 
come our arrival , and qsher us into a pariour and 
us bed-rooms, having not 011I7 an air pf civiHzai 
but of comfort and even luxury about them* Afu 
a part of a day and a night, at a certain . Mistfcsj 
Haly's in Portudma, ia Gal way, we thought vre bed] 
experienced the ne plus ultra of Irish fikli and cfe^j 
comfort, but this was in reserve for us, at what faadj 
been recommended -as the best house in Tralee» andi 
from which we had mad^ our escape the same OKXTt- 
ing, as if from a pestilence.. 

We had, indeed, in almost every respect become 
heartily weary of travelling in this section of Ireland. 
The whole valley of the Shaonon^tself a noble and 
American-like river — from Kiltaloe at the foot of 
Lough Dierg to Tarbert, near its entrance- to the 
sea, is beautiful in its. scenery, and rich find kixuriant 
in its soil and physical resources. It is fi&r from 
being destitute of interest, too, in an oceasioifal dis- 
play of wealth ^nd magnificenee in the residence of 
some princely proprietor, ^uch as the Earl of Clare, 
the Fitz Geralds, knights vof GJyn and Kerty, &c. 
&C., and extensive and beautiful ruins in Abbeys, 
Monasteries and Castlesi, telling what the country 
once has been, but there is such a preponderance of 
poverty, degradation and^ wretchedness in the mass 
of the population,' that the whole is. shaded in melaD- 
choly^ and dashed with a sombre hue. 

While travelling ki America along the routes of 
the canals and rail-roads,'now being constructed in so 
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many sections of the Union, 1 have often looked, with 
sympathy (or the poor emigrants of the Emerald Isle 
engaged in labour -upon Ihem^ upon the temporary 
sheds and ^' sharaies^.^ p\it up by the contractors for 
theiraccommodation ; but Ijieseare palaceis of comfort 
compared with the cabins passed by us by hundreds 
in a day since arriving in the south and west of the 
island. The yeriei^ wigwam of the forest surpasses 
them in an appearanceof cleanliness, if not of civiliza- 
tion. Inthe miserabte and low 'exterior which, they 
present, they are ragged and patched with mud and 
peat ; and within are dark and filthy, serving equal- 
ly, as' a shelter for man and bea^. Immediately in 
front .of the door,, there is almost invariably a mud' 
hole atid pool of dirty water, in which all who enter 
or come out must necessarily plufige at the first 
step, and, jin a majority of cases, a principal object 
seen within, in th^ darkness, which you attempt to 
penetrate in driving by, is a large hog or two, sur* 
rotipded indiscriminately by some half dozen ragged 
Or not unfrequently entirely nailed children^ and an 
equal number of pigs, alike donoiciliated together, 
and forming component parts of the family group ! 
With A^hat order of civilized beiiigs can the inmates 
of ^uch dwellings be classed ! And yet I have seen 
an Irish lady shrink with horror at the suggestion of 
a residence in America, because *lshe never could 
live In an uncivilized country P' , 

And then the beggary.at cfyeiy turn, and every hour 
of the 4ay. It ijs not only distressing, tut stupifying 
to the heart of the- slightest sensibility. Not the 
beggary of the healthful, the stout,,, and the young, 
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but that of the feeble, the afflicted, the iofinn — of tk 
child pining for nourishmeat even at ife mother 
side, and of the head white with years,, oppressed 
with hunger — ^the beggary of those whose app<»Is to 
your chanty are supported by a look whose undis- 
guised language is that furnished by the poet 9 as ad- 
dressed to the grave. 

'<Ah! misery stole me at my birth. 

And ca^t me helpless on the wild, — 
■ I perish! — O my qiother Earthy 

Tak£ home thy chUd!" 

.We remained three days at Killarney, Two of 
them were passed almost exclusively on" the lakes— 
of which you will recollect there are three, the Upper, 
Middle, and Lower, flowing the one ittto the other— 
in making the circuit of each, with a boat's crew and 
bugleman, and in visiting the long noted points of 
special beauty and interest on tlieir bosoms and along 
their borders ; Innisfalien an Jolher of theislets, O'SuI- 
livan and Turk Cascade, the Eiagle's Nest, Elena 
Bay and. Cottage, Mucruss Abbey, and the Church 
of Aghadoe, and last, though not least, the Gap of 
punloe; 

** Where the dark mountams frown in their ptid^ 
Andix)ek8 in disorder are tfarowiv 
Or lie shivered along the hUl-side* 
Like the reHcs of worlds that are g^ne.*' * 

But in place of aminute ae(!ount of objects so often 
described, 1 will refer you to Crofton Grokert 
"Legends of Killarn^y,'Vby which you may revive 
your recollectionSfdescriptiveand geographical, of the 
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entire vicinage, andt at tlie same time secure, in an 
amusing and lively form, the many stories of nonsense 
a.¥id fojiy connected in the traditionary legends of the 
country, with the scenery. For, 

«< Every glen, of calm seclUaon, 
tias its tale of dim delusion; 
Evety rock, and every mountain. 
Every bower, and every ^untaio, 
ilas its own romantic story, 

• • • « 

Or its legend old and hoary;** 

Our bugleman was SpiHane, the .same introduced 
-by this writer, as may also have been the fact in ' 
the crew by. whom \ve were rowed, and the guides 
conducting us from p}a.ce to place. 

"The weather hsLppily was such, bn the two days, 
as to affi>rd the 'most striking contrast in the drapery 
thrown over the scene around. The first Vas wild 
and tempestuous^ such as caused the boatmen wheif 
we had reached the margin of tfee lake, to hesitate 
"whether or not to launch forth- wp6n its trouble^ 
waters," and to call to mind the " angry flood,'* as 
described by the poet^ the ferriage of which proved 
fatal to "Lord Ullin's daughter." But 1 happened 
to be in a mood of mind congemal with the .wintry 
blast and drivingstorra, and enjoyed the more luxu- 
riously in it, that* which partook most of wildness and 
» sublimity in the ^rrounding imagery.. The suc- 
ceeding day was all. brightness and serenity. Had 
we waited a twelvemonth, we Could. not have been 
favoured with light and shades better adapted to the 
fulF exhibition of the loveliness of the . laic^ and 
ipountains, now dressed in the richest tints here 
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known of an autumnal drapery v while the- ^nrhoie 
surface of the water was so placid that — 

^ Reflected in the crystal pool, 
Headkod and bank lay &ir and eooli 
The weather*ttntedfOck and towery 
Each droqiing tree» each fairy flower. 
So true, IP aoft, the mirror gave. 
At if there ky beneath the wave. 
Secure from trouble, toil, and.care, 
A world than earthly world more ^r*" 



On the morning of the i8th inst we bade larewell 
to Killarney, in. a brightness of sun-beam and bans- 
parency of atmosphere that fastened, by our ^ linger- 
ing looks*^ at its lakes and mountains, every previous 
impression of their unchallenged lovelinese and sub- 
limity. A few miles brought us to Glen Flesk, noted 
for the wild nakedness of its features^ and for a popu- 
lation peculiarly daring and intractable. It has long 
afforded its ^^ Whitebays^^ for the vigilance, of the 
police and the penalty of the laws ; and we had ocular 
proof, in passing through it, that some still dwelling 
there are subjected to the suspicion of being of the 
number. The Tralee assizes terminated the day 
previous to our leaving Killarney. A party of young 
men from Glen Flesk had . been tried under the 
" Whiteboy Act" during it, and through the elo- 
quence of Mr. O^Connell, as was said, had been 
acquitted. This, however, had not yet become known 
among their kindred and friends ; and for miles, groups 
of females and children were met along the road, 
waiting the passing of the coach, to gain some intel- 
ligence of their fate; while others, at every pletce, ran 
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from their cab'ms by the way-side for the same pur- 
pose. The news broiight hythe coachman and 
guard, and loudly proclaimed by them as we were 
whirled by, produced the loudest and moist extrava- 
gant shoutsof joy; The blessings-df " long life to ye," 
" the blessed God be with yci," &c. &c. followed tbc 
coach as long as. we were within hearing, wiiile in 
sorne instances, the mothers and wives and sisters of 
those who Had been implicated, fell on their knees 
in the road, and with tears and arms outstretched to 
heaven,, gave utt^ralace to their feelings, in prayer* 
of gratitude and thanksgiving to God. . 

After reaching Maqroom, the travel to Cork is 
beautiful. The country around the cily^ covered with 
residences of l^aste and elegance, the entrance to it, 
audits whole aspect^e^ual in their claims of admira- 
tion those of most other places visited by us during 
the sununer ; and we gave yesterday to the inspection 
of the town and its environs, with great satisfaction 
and pleasure. Notwithstanding the near approach 
of the wirtter months, the whole surface of the country 
is fresh and verdant as in spring in the United States;, 
though the foliage of the parks and gfoves begins to 
show the "^sear and yellow leaf." 

But for the lateness of the season, in view of our 
after arrangements, we- would complete the circuit 
of Irelandv by pursuing a route by Waterford and 
Wdxford, through the county of Wieklow, to Dub- 
lin ; and would how, at least, proceed to Waterford 
before crossing the channel, were it not for engagfe- 
roents already made in England. To this 1 have a 
strong inducement, aside from every other considera- 
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tion,in a letter received since my arrival here from 
Viscount Ingestrie, a gentleman whose acquaintance 
I had the pleasure of making* as an officer of H. M. 
ship Blonde, in 1 Bi25, nnder circumstances develop- 
ing to me principles and afiections of mind and heait 
which commanded my respect at the time, and have 
secured a lasting remembrance and regard. 

While at Castle Neynoe, a letter addressed by 
him to me in America, and which had recioased the 
Atlantic, came to hand. Tliat now received is in 
answer to the acknowledgment sent of the arrival of 
the former. It incidentally shows that twioe diiiing 
the summer, ohce in Scotland, and again in the 
north of Ireland, we must have passed each other ia 
our travels ; and adds doubly to the disappointment 
1 feel in thus having missed meeting him, by appriz- 
ing me that within the passing week hirnself and 
I^dy Ingestrie will be at Cunaghmore Pa^, a seat 
of the Marquess- of Waterford, a brother of Lady 
Ingestrie, near that city, with an invitation to meet 
him there. But this, under existing circumstances, 
is impracticable ; and within the coming -hour we 
shall bid adieu to the Emerald Isle. 
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LETTER LVI. 

LAST WSXK Iir ^HGLilTD. 

Gross the Irish Chum^l .from pork to Bristol — ^Travel through 
sections of Somersetshire, Wiltshire^ Hampshire, and Surrey-r- 
Separation in London from Captain Bolton — Mood of mind in 
unison with the season of the year — ^Boute of travel from Bir- 
mingham to Chester— Shrewsbury, Oswestry, Llangollen, Llan- 
rwvt, and Bangor-— Suspiension bridge over-the Sti-aitsof Memd 
— Journey to Chester by Aberconway, ^t. Asaph, and HolyweU 
—Visit 4t the Palace of Chester — Character of the Bishop, and 
habits of his family — ^Rer. Mr. Raikes, Chancellor of the Cathe- 
dral-— Last impressions in England. 

V 

PalaeeofChestet, 
Mvemher 6^ 1633. 

DSAR VIRQINIAy 

In this yoirbave^my last date in England. 

After cix>s9ing the Irish Oiannel from Gork to 
Bristol, Captain Bolton and myself took a rapid 
journ^ of two or three days on our way to London, 
through Somersetshire! Wiltshire, Hampshire and 
Surrey — without having it in our power, however, to 
extend the travel into Sussex and Kent, in vvhich 
counties, respectively, we had promised ourselves the. 
pleasure of a visit, before leaving England, to Sir 
Robert Otwayi and to Sir Henry Montressor. 

.After a week in the metropolis, my companion 
and myself were under the unwelcome necessity of 
bidding farewell to each other^ at least for the year 
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to come, he to join General Wool, of the U. S. Army, 
— whom we had the gratification to- meet in Liondoo 
in crossing to the. continent, — and I to hasten to 
Liverpool, to embark for New York in the packet 
ship of the passing week. 

The associations existing between us-^^iow for a 
second long period — ^as intimate friends and fellow- 
travellers warmly attached to each other, made the 
separation one of painful regret ; and the journey of 
three days by which 1 reached Chester, was as 
widely diflerent, in its sympathies' and excitemeet, 
from that by which, %ix months ago, over intich of 
the same road, 1 arrived in London, as the seared 
leaf and blasted flower, the eddying wind and ga- 
thering gloom of approaching winter, are in contrast 
with the freshness, bloom, and beauty, the balmy 
breeze, and joyous smile of J une. And during it, as, 
on every hand; I saw the emblems of the dying year 
scattered aro'und, 

** My spirit took a similar to^e 
And sigh'd that it was all alone V* 

After reaching Birmingham by the route before 
travelled, 1 directed my course to Shrewsbury ; and 
from thence by Oswestry, Llangojlen, and Llran- 
rwst, to Bangor, that 1 might have a peep at Wales, 
and the gaze of a moment at least, at a raasterpieoe 
of drt of the kind, in the celebrated suspension bridge 
over the straits of Menai — ^an object of beauty not 
far removed, in its height of one hundred, and length 
of sixteen hundred feet, from the sublime. The jour- 
ney to this plaee was completed along the northern 
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coast of Wales, amid magnificeot views of sea and 
mountain, by AbercoDway, St. Asapb^ and Holy- 
well, in the vale of Clwyd. 

While at Cork I received a letter from the kind 
and excellent Bishop of Chester, repeating the invita- 
tion which bad been given to me at Durham, some 
months since^ to visit him in this city on my way to 
Liverpool. It is now my third day at the Episcopal 
Palace, and 1 can scarce expreffi to you, dear V ■ , 
the enjoyment I have taken beneath the roof of. this 
learned and pious prelate, His whole character in 
mind and spirit, and tli& entire habit of life, in him- 
self and in his family, are just such, as those of a 
*^ bishop of souls^' should be, and such as have, since 
1 first crossed the threshold of his doors, hourly won 
more and more of the high respect and warm aflec- 
tion of my he^. ^ He is so dignified, yet so conde- 
scending; so wise yet so simple-r-so .kind, so cour- 
teous, so meeki and ^ spiritual, that 1 delight to sit 
at his feet, and in himself study the genuine spirit 
and blessedness of the ofiice he fills. 

His residence ja styled " tbe Palace^^' from usage 
and the custom of the times in which it was appro- 
priated to it& present purpose ; but it is a plain though 
extensive edifice, immediately adjoining the cathe- 
dral, and communicating by a private staircase with 
it— 'Spacious and lofty in its principal apartments, 
but as simple in its furniture and ornaments within, 
as it is unpretending in its architecture without. 

Ip the order and regularity, the gentleness, the 
quiet, and kind spirit of the household, there is a pro- 
priety and a charm, which 1 have never seen sur- 
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passed ; and could I liave had a choice of maosioos 
in the kingdom, in which to have naade a last visit. 
there is do one within my knowledge, in which my 
thoughts and affections could so happily have been 
brought ^home/' or my spirit have been chastened 
into a frame so sulxlued and so desirable. 

The Rev. Mr. Raikes, chancellor of the cathedral 
—of like character with the bishop — a nephew of 
Robert Raikes, Esquire, of Gloucester — the benevo- 
lent and distinguished founder of Sabbath Schools- 
was ef the party at dinner the day pf my arrival ; and 
I have since had an opportunity, in the hospitality of 
his own house, of further cultivating' his acquaint- 
ance. 

The evening in his drawing-room, with a circle of 
Christian friends — the hymn, the . exposition of the 
Scriptures, and prayer with which it was closed — the 
daily sacrifices of praise and prayer at the palace ; 
and the services of the cathedral on the sabbath, when 
the bishop preached from the words of St. Paul in 
the Acts, '* What mean ye to break my heart," &c. 
and when I received at his dispensation, the symbols 
of the " broken body" and " the blood" of a crucified 
Redeemer, will long gild with brightness, in the 
visions of memory, the closing scenes in the tour 
which I have now accomplished. 



THE END, 
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